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It is easier to show what ought to be done, in almost 
any department of effort, thar it is to show how to do 
that which is already recognized as needful. And 
the easier thing is more commonly attempted, than 
the difficult and important thing. At Sunday-school 
conventions and institutes, for example, five men are 
ready to define the qualities and characteristics of a 
good superintendent or a good teacher, where one 
will undertake to describe just how a superintendent 
or teacher can do a good work. If The Sunday 
School Times does not give due prominence to hints 
and helps in the line of ways of working, it will fail 
at an important point, in its purpose of aiding all 
classes of Sunday-school workers. Realizing this 
truth, we are planning for the new year a series of 
practical articles, from experienced workers, explain- 
ing and illustrating wise methods of working in the 
various departments of Sunday-school effort. It is 
yet quite too early to give a complete list of the 
articles planned fer; but as indicative of their char- 
acter and scope, the following may be mentioned as 
already promised : 


How a Teacher can get Help from the Assembly. 
By the Rev. Dr. John H. Vincent. 


How to Arrange for a Local Normal Class. 
By the Rev. Dr. J. A. Worden. 


The Superintendent Preparing for his Teacher’s 
Meeting. 
By the Rev. Dr. J. W. Dulles. 


The Superintendent Leading his Teachers’ Meeting. 
By the Rev. A. F. Schauffler. 


The Superintendent in the Opening Exercises of 
his School. 
By Mr. W. R. Burnham. 


The Superintendent’s Questions from the Desk. 
By Mr. John B. Smith. 





The Teacher’s Work in School and Out. 
By the Rev. T. C. Boykin. 


Linking the Lessons in Class Teaching. 
By Mr. M. C. Hazard. 


Using the Bible in Class Teaching. 
By Mr. B. F. Jacobs. 


How to Question in the Class, Illustrated by a 
Specimen Lesson. 
By the Rev. Thomas K. Beecher. 


How to Secure the Church Attendance of Scholars. 
By Mr. W. M. Patton. 


Sunday-school Missionary Societies. 
By the Rev. Sylvanus Stall. 


Sunday-school Auxiliaries. 
By John Wanamaker. 


This is only a hint of the articles planned for. Some 
of these writers will treat other topics in addition 
to those above named; and the other departments of 
Sunday-school work will receive full attention. 


Whatever other department is uplifted in these 
pages, that of lesson helps will not be permitted to 
fall behind the highest standard yet attained by it. 
The Critical Notes will be furnished week by week, 
during the coming year, for the Old Testament 
lessons, by Professor William Henry Green of 
Princeton, and for the lessons of the New Testament 
by ex-President Woolsey of Yale. Dr. Charles 5. 
Robinson, Mr. M. C. Hazard, Faith Latimer, and 
other familiar writers, will continue their helpful 
contributions. In addition to these regular contribu- 


| tors, various eminent writers will supply sidelight 


helps on special topics kindred to the lessons, similar 
to the series which has been so warmly commended 
in the year now closing. Among the articles 
arranged for, the following may be named as already 
secured for the first six months of 1884: 


The Text of the New Testament and its Editors. 
By Dr. T. J. Conant. 
The First Christian Council. 
By Professor Philip Schaff. 
The Brother of our Lord, and the Epistle of James. 
By Ex-President T. D. Woolsey. 
The Relations of the Acts to the Epistles. 
By Professor John A. Broadus. . 
The Progress of Doctrine in the New Testament. 
By the Archbishop of York. 
The Power of the Tongue. 
By Bishop H. W. Warren. 
Faith and Works: the Theology of Paul and James. 
By Dr. Howard Crosby. 
Living in the Light of God. 
By Professor Robert Flint. 
The Contention between Paul and Barnabas. 
By Professor Matthew B. Riddle. 
Light from the Classics on Paul’s Journeys. 
By Professor H. Drisler. 
Traces of Extinct Civilizations in the Regions 
Traversed by Paul. 
By Dr. William Hayes Ward. 
Pau! as an Orator. 
By Professor Richard ©. Jebb. 





A Lesson from the Bereans. 

By Dr. James Strong, 
An Old Testament Evangelist. 

By Professor George P. Schodde. 
The Athens of Paul’s Day. 

By Professor W. W. Goodwin. 
Culture as a Substitute for Religion. 

By Professor George P. Fisher. 
Under which King? 

By Dr. A. J. Gordon. 
Earnest Views of Life. 

By Professor Austin Phelps. 
The Limits of Man’s Philosophy. 

By President Noah Porter. 
Abstinence for the Sake of Others. 

By Dr. Theodore L. Cuyler. 
The Resurrection. 

By Bishop Arthur Cleveland Coxe. 
The Bounds of Christian Freedom. 

By Canon W. H. Fremantle. 
Obedience to Authority. 

By Justice William Strong. 


Other articles in this New Testament series will be 
soon commenced, The series for the second six 
months of the year will be no less strong than this, 
And this covers but a single department of helps 
supplied by The Sunday School Times. 





THE EAST AND THE WEST iN LIFE. 


For centuries it has been the instinct of men to 
turn to the East in worship. For centuries a)so it 
has been their instinct, when they sought a field of 
conquest, to turn to the West. To the one, men have 
looked for faith and hope and inspiration and knowl- 
edge; in the other, they have seen before them 
unsolved problems, and a land to be conquered and 
possessed. 

Man is not only a combatant ; he is a war in him- 


self. He is an essential contradiction; a bundle of 
| warring impulses. It is not without significance that, 


wandering ever toward the changing West, he yet 
must turn and face the changeless [ast in his 
moments of highest feeling; it is not meaningless 
that, looking hopefully and lovinzly to the shining 
East, he yet must seek his appointed labor in the 
West, where the sun and the stars zo out. In that 
East he finds the birthplace of his race and his reli- 
gion ; it is the land of poetry and faith, and Arcadian 
simplicity and quaint, old beauty; the very stories 
which he tells to his children have come down through 
many lands and many times from that primeval East, 
In the West he finds the hard and the practical,— 
forests to cut down, rivers to ford, prairies to sow, 
deserts to redeem, houses to build, enemies to conquer. 
So he lives his twofold life: a man of the East and 
a man of the West; a man of the past and aman of 
the present; a citizen of this world, and one owin:: 
allegiance to a higher world than this. 

In this twofold life of man is the secret of human 
greatness, and the secret also of human pain. So far 
as concerns a certain animal content, it might be bet- 
ter for man to be as the beasts that perish, free from 
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the craving which bide him look to the East, and 
wait for the dawn; free from the hope which bids 
him watch for the uplifted sign of the Son of man. 
But being a man, he cannot be wholly free from the 
high unrest and deathless longings of a man. And 
for the same reason, he cannot wholly turn away from 
the work which lies before him in the West. He is 
not gifted with wings; his feet must rest on the ground. 
Bread and clothing are to be won for his body’s 
needs ; shelter must be provided for those whom he 
cherishes ; other men are to be helped out of the 
“slough of despond” and the mire of sin, and he 
must work with willing hands and patient brain. He 
dare not be untrue to the East; he dare not be faith- 
less to the West. To fail in his duty toward either, 
would be to proclain himself so much the less a man. 

This duality of human nature—this warring of the 
human soul within itself—makes conflict the natural 
condition of man. So long as one proves faithful to 
his own being, so long will he find himself in a strait 
between two, the high ideal East appealing to the one 
side of, his nature, the stern and practical West 
appealing to the other, and each speaking with a 
voice that brooks no denial. It is no marvel that in 
this conflict of the ages men have attempted to gain 
peace and harmony by abolishing one side or the 
other of the problem. Some have turned away from 
the toilsome West, and sought, within cold, gray 
convent walls, or in some quiet oratory where the 
holy light falls dimly through windows pictured with 
saint and martyr, to cast from them forever the 
noises and the dust of the world, and so to attain to the 
blessed vision of God. Others have turned sadly 
from the East, counting faith a dream and hope a 
delusion, and have chosen for their lot the gold and 
iron and clay of earth. But neither of these win 
the peace they sought. The devotee, who is only a 
devotee, is tossed from ecstasy to temptation, and 
from temptation to ecstasy, achieving nothing, mak- 
ing no progress, and bereft of half of his life. And 
so is it with him who has chosen the practical and 
tangible only. He may fill his-barns to overflowing ; 
but half of his nature is unfed, and for all practical 
purposes he is a dead man as concerns the highest in 
himself. 

Nor is peace to be found by seeking some middle 
way between the East and the West. A comprom- 
ise has properly no place in God’s universe. Soul 
and body are not brought into living union by invent- 
ing something between them,—something which is 
neither soul nor body, but which partakes of the 
nature of both. They are only made one in some- 
thing higher, which can contain both, without con- 
founding either. So is it with the East andthe West 
in life. He who has found peace is he who is faithful 
alike te East and to West, who performs bravely the 
work which is set before him in the world, and who 
yet forgets not the arching sky. “Blessed are the 
peace-makers, ” said Christ ; “ for they shall see God.” 
Blessed are those who go down into the battle-fields 
of men, to plead for peace, and to take upon them- 
selves the “redder’s stroke in the fray;” for, in so 
doing, they shall attain to that vision of God which 
lonely pietist and raptured mystic have often sought 
in vain. 

But to say that one wholly and solely devoted to 
the ideal, or one wholly and solely devoted to the 
practical, is living only in a half of his being, is but 
partofthetruth. He cannot be wholly faithful to the 
practical West who is quite unfaithful to the spiritual 
East ; nor can he be true to the spiritual who is false 
to the practical. Faithfulness to either is bound up 
in faithfulness to both ; it has ever been the experi- 
ence of men that he who does or thinks one thing 
only, never does or thinks that one thing as well as 
another who does and thinks that same thing and 
more besides. Destroy the sight of one eye, and 
it is pretty sure to affect the sight of the other; 
starve one whole side of your nature, and the 
other must suffer, Many an illiterate toiler is a 
rounder man than the cultivated specialist who has 
limited his whole being to one narrow groove of 











thought or action. The wagon will go higher than 
the flying kite, if the wagon is hitched to a star. 
It is @ very practical question this, regarding our 


relations to the East and the West in life. If it is 
true that to keep the ideal ever in view is to unsuit 
ourselves for the practical, we wish to know it, and to 
act in view of that knowledge. Or if, on the other 
hand, the least out-reaching to the practical finds its 
result in a dimmed spiritual vision, that also we want 
to be sure of. It is a question of deepest earnest- 
ness this, whether we must sacrifice one part of our 
nature to the other, or whether it is possible to obey 
the voices which call to us from two different sides. 
Much of one’s efficiency here, and of one’s preparedness 
for the hereafter, depends upon the answer. 

God has not planted this divided nature and these 
diverse impulses in us without a purpose. God has 
willed that in ourselves we should have an example 
of how the apparent contradictions of nature are rec- 
onciled. The ideal finds its realization only in the 
practical ; the practical finds its meaning only in the 
ideal. This is the New Testament doctrine of faith 
and works. Do, and you will believe; believe, and 
you will do,—is the dual teaching which recurs in 
varied phrasing in Gospel and Epistle. The dawn 
comes as surely to him who has labored and waited 
as to him who has only waited; and it finds him a 
strong man, ready for his new duties, while the other 
has lost his vigor through inactivity. Often it may 
seem that in doing the practical work of the hour one 
is abandoning the ideal ; but it is only in seeming; 
it is in that practical work that the ideal is to be 
found. Sometimes fidelity to the ideal may seem 
to imply failure in the practical ; but this also is only 
seeming; for he only brings the practical to its 
highest possibilities, who has learned the secret of its 
meaning from the ideal. The East and the West 
may seem to be two; to the highest thought they are 
but one. 

If, then, we would live the broad life which our 
nature makes possible for us, we must be quick and 
responsive to the calls which appeal to these two sides 
of our being. A twofold life must be ours; the 
silence of a spirit at peace with God; andthe noise 
and bustle of the crowded mart. For us are the 
quiet chambers of prayer, with their subdued light 
and their holy memories; for us, too, the battle-fields 
of life with their weary men and women, and their 
wounded, and their dead. It may be ours to win the 
blessedness of those who do, and suffer, and wait, 
—who bind the wounds of the poor and forsaken, 
and who find with glad surprise that they have been 
binding the wounds of Christ. The way to that East, 
where are the springs of life, is through the tangled 
brushwood and the unbroken wilds ofthe West. Happy 
is the man who, when his work in the West is done, 
finds himself facing, with glad and steadfast eyes, the 
changeless glory of the East. 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


Although The Sunday School Times fairly claims to 
be undenominational, it does not claim to be without 
religio1s opinions; and as there is hardly a religious 
opinion which has not been adopted as a tenet of some 
particular denomination of Christians, it is inevitable 
that The Sunday School Times should frequently advo- 
cate or emphasize an opinion which is at variance with 
the tenets of a denomination ; or, again, that it should 
combat an opinion which some denomination holds 
dear. Inno sense, however, does it represent or advocate 
the peculiar doctrines of any one denomination ; and in 
all cases it endeavors to be fair toward all denomina- 
tions, and in the treatment of distinctive denominational 
opinions. Wherethe great body of Christians is divided 
concerning doctrine or practice (as in such questions as 
God’s sovereignty and man’s free agency, or the num- 
ber and nature and signification of the sacraments), 
The Sunday School Times lays before its readers the 
various views held by representative Christian bodies ; 
sometimes with and sometimes without an indication 
of a preference for one view or another in the premises. 
That this position is approved by its readers generally, is. 
a cause of gratification to the conductors of The Sunday 
School Times; but whether it be approved or not, those 





conductors desire to have this position fairly under- 
stood. Recently, in response to a prominent Baptist 
clergyman of New York, who had suggested the desir- 
ableness of a “Committee on Reconciliation,” to conform 
all the statements of all the lesson-help writers in these 
pages to.a common standard of teaching, we declared 
that that was the last thing in the world we should 
think of doing; for where there are wide differences of 
opinion among Bible scholars, our readers are entitled to 
know it. And now we have the following word of com- 
mendation of this view of the case, from a prominent 
Baptist clergyman of Georgia: 


Of all the good things in The Sunday School Times, I do not 
find anywhere more “‘ common sense ’’ than in “‘ Notes on Open 
Letters.” And in none of these have I found anything lately 
that pleased me more than your reply to the correspondent who 
thinks the paper needs a ‘‘ Committee on Reconciliation.” The 
Sunday School Times is the only union or undenominational 
periodical used in my Sunday-school; and for this reason, 
that I think it is the most independent and at the same time 
the most fair and conservative of them all (to say nothing of 
its brains), and as Dr. Henson of the Baptist Teacher, says, if 
it squints, it equints no more than every gentleman ought to 
squint. Who wants to see only one side of a question all the 
time? Who wants to read only what will please everybody ? 
Who wants to write with the slavish fear that he will displease 
somebody, or differ from somebody else? 


Your lesson-helps 
are admirable. 


And now, as in keeping with this thought, we give 
attention to a kindly and an earnest letter from a good 
woman in Rhode Island, who wishes we were sounder 
on “the Sabbath question.” While we have not space 
for all of her letter, we give its substance in a few of its 
opening sentences. Addressing herself to the editor, she 
says: 

For a number of years past I have read The Sunday School 
Times with pleasure and profit, and I have found the editorial 
contributions especially helpful. Your method of treating 
Bible truths is so plain and simple and truthful, that I feel to 
thank you for the aid you are giving me. As I read your 
earnest words from week to week, I often find sentences which 
I wish you, and all your readers, would apply to a certain 
plain statement and command which God-has made, and given, 
and caused to be recorded in the book of Exodus (the tweo- 
tieth chapter, the first clause of the tenth verse, and the eighth 
verse), The statement is this: “‘ The seventh day is the Sab- 
bath of the Lord thy God.” The command reads, ‘‘ Remember 
the Sabbath day to keepitholy.” Now, with your permission, 
I will recall to your mind some of the sentences to which I 
have already referred. In The Sunday School Times of Sep- 
tember 1 of this year, I read, ‘Go to the sources; learn from 
the Bible itself; no study of commentaries, howeverearned, 
will supply the lack of knowledge of the text of the Scriptures 
themselves.” Under date of October 27, you tell me this: 
“There is no way in which we can do more for the Lord, or 
please him better, than by doing just as he tells us todo. Itis 
a great mistake to suppose that we know better than God 
knows what is good for us, or what is good for God’s cause. 
And it is a sin, as well as a mistake.” Here I wish to ask one 
question. Could God have made known to man, in any plainer 
words, the day which he has chosen for the Sabbath? 


Now here is a question on which there is a difference 
of opinion among Bible-studying Christians. Those 
Christians who are commonly known as Seventh-day 
Baptists understand that the Bible commands the Sab- 
bath observance of that day of the week which is famil- 
iarly known as Saturday. Other Christians, again, 
cannot so understand the commandment. The point of 
difference, in the case, is not as to implicit obedience of 
a commandment of God, but as to the requirements of 
God’s commandment. Our Rhode Island correspondent 
thinks that a certain day of the week, with the present 
division of the week as it is, is the one day referred to in 
the fourth commandment. This being so, she has no 
alternative with her conscience but to keep that day 
sacred unto the Lord. On the other hand, we can find 
no such signification in that commandment; nothing 
fhrout the day of the week. Six days of labor are to be 
followed by a day of sacred rest. That is the command- 
ment, as we understand it from the Bible-text itself; not 
from the commentators, or from any denomination of 
Christians. When the Lord gave that commandment 
he knew that the,world was round (even though the 
Rev. John Jasper has not yet learned that fact); and 
that therefore no person could journey round the world 
without either changing his day for Sabbath observance 
in order to bring himself into conformity with the reck- 
oning of the people he was coming to, or finding himself 
keeping his Sabbath all by himself. If, in fact, the 
Lord had hinged obedience to this commandment on the 
unchanging observance of a particular calendar day, he 
would, probably, have made such obedience a possi- 
bility by giving another form to the earth, or by for- 
bidding any circumnavigating of the globe. With the 


shape of the world as it is, and with the habits of men 

















Devember 8, 1883.] 


THE SUNDAY SOHOOL TIMES. 





771 





as they are, there must be an agreement among men as 
to the order of the six working days and the seventh 
rest day, so that there may be uniformity in the consci- 
entious observance of the letter and the spirit of the 
fourth commandment. - And it is in accordance with 
this necessity that so many now observe the Sabbath on 
Sunday, while others again observe the Sabbath on 
Saturday. 
working days, while the seventh is the rest-day. But 
just here there is an honest difference of opinion among 
Christians. Let it be understood, however, as we have 


already said, that the difference is not in a readiness to | 


obey God’s commandment, but is in the understanding 
of that commandment. 








HOMILY. 
BY THE REV. SAMUEL W. DUFFIELD. 


The Master passing through the wheat 
Brake off the bearded grain, 

And rubbed it in his hands to eat, 
And then went on again. 


God’s shew-bread ; so it stands to-day, 
Beneath his templed sky, 

For hungry Sabbath souls to stay, 
And use it, passing by. 


Take with thy daily hands the gift 
Which grows on every side ; 

Each head of wheat thy heart shall lift, 
Behold! the world is wide! 





THE BLANK BETWEEN 
TESTAMENTS. 


BY BISHOP JOHN F. HURST, D.D., LL.D, 


THE 


Of all the historical periods, the four centuries inter- 
vening between the close of the Old Testament inspira- 
tion and the birth of Christ seem to be the most obscure, 
and to have the least significance. Why this hiatus? 
The question has to do with that larger mystery, the 
irregularity in time, in attainments of the writers, and 
in social status, that prevails through all the scriptural 
authorship. There appears to be no law as to the order 
or place of the coming of these writers. In one period, 
several of them are contemporaries, and the age is all 
astir with their presénce and revolutionary speech. In 
another, hardly a syllable of divine authority is heard. 
Moses, the historian of the creation, and the genesis 
and escape of the Church, was not born until B.C. 1738; 
so that while the entire Old Testament was written within 
the space of somewhat over thirteen centuries, even this 
period was irregularly divided in sacred authorship. 
The short time of less than three-quarters of a century 
covers the whole writing of the New Testament, and 
this, again, is unequally distributed. 

But we nowhere find such a period of complete silence, 
such a total pause in the divine teaching, as that 
between the Old Testament and the New. Even when 
the evangelists begin to write, they vary totally from 
their predecessors, who had taken up the finest thread 
in order, so that from Moses, and indeed from Adam, to 
Malachi, we have a consecutive history. But this blank 
in sacred history is not filled by any or all the evange- 
lists. If we would know what took place, we must learn 
it from the doubtful Apocrypha, or glean it from the 
Roman memoranda. The inspired biographers of 
Christ pass it over as not relevant to their purpose. 
Matthew, in his genealogy of Christ, gives only four 
verses to the four centuries, while Luke, reversing 
Matthew’s order, comprises it in six. In both cases it 
is simply the family history, as if nothing were of 
moment besides proving the royal line of Jesus. Those 
centuries of great sorrow, of national aspiration, of 
unsurpassed heroism, and of final subjection and despair, 
are passed by without any inspired characterization. 

It is not difficult to trace this interjacent history. 
It lies so near the later period, that we hear its hollow 
echoes as we listen to the song of the angels above the 
hillside at Bethlehem. During this time Palestine had 
emerged from its provincial seclusion, and come within 
the whirl of the struggles of the great nations, and 
Greek historiography was already assuming systematic 
force. Since then, too, even in our own days, much new 
light has been thrown on those apparently wasted cen- 
turies. The researches of George Smith in the valley of 
the Tigris and Euphrates touch but slightly on the time 
in question; but his information is of such a character 
that we have new views of the exile, and we know that 
the later centuries bore traces enough of that exile. 
The Jew and his country come out from the eddies along 


In either case, as we look at it, there are six | 





a 
| George Rawlinson, when he describes the sixth great 
|oriental monarchy (Parthia), goes over this very 
| ground; and in his Seventh Monarchy, which is a 
| description of the Sassanian or New Persian Empire, he 
| gives invaluable information concerning the period. 
The four centuries present a great variety of historical 
| forces. We see all the passion, the bloodshed, the 
| caprice, and the power of gifted women, in shaping 
events, that we do on the broader arena of the world’s 
conflicts. The historians have divided the whole time in 
various ways. As good as any is that according to the 
rulers of the country; namely, The further Persian 
domination, to B. C. 331; the Greek supremacy, B. C. 
331+167; the Maccabean independence, B.C. 167-63; 
and the Roman rule, represented by the Herodian 
House, B. C. 40 to A. D. 70. The Persians ruled, by virtue 
of their great military power, as far west as the eastern 
shore of the Mediterranean, and the Greeks succeeded 
them as a direct result of the conquests of Alexander. 
The East, under Xerxes, had striven for European mas- 


tery, but was defeated within sight of Athens, at the 
battle of Salamis : 


“A king sat on the rocky brow 
Which looks o’er sea-born Salamis ; 
And ships by thousands, lay below, 
And men and nations—all were his! 
He counted them at break of day— 
And when the sun set, where were they?” 


The European reaction took shape in the Asiatic con- 
quests of Alexander. The Greek domination was over- 
thrown by the assertion of the national feeling, when the 
Maccabeean family strove for the restoration of the old 
Davidic glory and the rehabilitation of the Hebrew faith. 
This national revival ended, not by a restoration of 
Greek rule, but by the power of Rome, which con- 
trolled the country by the corrupt and cruel native fam- 
ily of Herodians. The Herods were always willing to 
please the Cesars, and, in turn, were supported by 
Roman soldiers. 

If we inquire into the causes of the cessation and 
withdrawal of inspiration during this period, it will be 
easy to see that prominent among them is that the 
necessity no longer existed. There had already been a 
sufficient divine communication. The history of the 
development of the Church from one family, and the 
one man Abraham, and the migration from Egypt, and 
the growth into a kingdom, and the exile, and the 
return, had been fully given. A rich psalmody, by 
which the servants of Jehovah might express the joy 
and sorrow of the soul, had been produced. The 
prophets had spoken, and had so minutely described the 
coming of Christ, and his history and office, that even 
the manner of his sufferings was communicated by them 
to the people. All the light needed for instruction and 
reproof, and for the awakening of hope, had been fur- 
nished. Had anew race of prophets arisen, their reve- 
lations could not have altered either the reception given 
to our Lord, or in any vital sense have been an improve- 
ment upon the bold utterances of Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Daniel, and the lesser seers. 

Further, it was during this time that the Jew had his 
first successful opportunity to learn that his prosperity 
did not depend on temporal glory. The brief national 
revival, under the Maccabean family, is a striking proof 
of the final failure of patriotism without the element of 
religion. We must sympathize with the aspirations of 
the aged Jewish priest Mattathias, who escaped, with 
his five sons, John, Simon, Judas, Eleazar, and Jona- 
than, from the persecution in Jerusalem, and dwelt in 
Modin. He longed for deliverance from the heel of the 
foreigner. His ancestor, Chasmon, had given the 
Asmonzan name to the family, and it was now the hope 
of Mattathias that one of his sons, at least, might restore 
the kingdom. Judas was the leader. He was as brave 
as David had been. He passed into history as Macca- 
beus, or The Hammerer, just as, later, Charles was 
called Martel, because he gave the death-blow to his foes 
at Tours. The reign of the Maccabseans was brilliant. 
It became a terror to the surrounding nations. But it 
was political, and its inspiring motives were purely 
secular. There was no great moral background to it 
from beginning to end. In fact, there was a seculariza- 
tion of even the religious worship of the people. With 
the rulers of that family, the revival of Judaism was the 
political overthrow of the Greeks. In due time the 
Romans came, and not only captured the country, but 
supported on the throne the Herods, a family which 


combined all the corrupt qualities of beth the Jewish 
and Roman races. 








One can read in those centuries of intermitted inspi_ 
ration the divine purpose to preserve a remnant of the 


the shore, and enter the current of the world’s life. Sir | sacred people, as the starting point of a new dispensa- 














tion, in spite of the persistent attempts, on the part of 
both the Oriental conquerors and the Greeks, to blot out 
the worship of Jehovah. One would naturally expect 
that, if the Persians did not complete the overthrow of 
the worship of Jehovah in Palestine, the Greeks would 
certainly succeed. Their culture and military glory 
would be likely to captivate, and make a long-despon- 
dent people look in other directions for the beginnings 
of a more hopeful career. But this rule, with its one 
hundred and sixty-four years of persistent effort to 
eradicate the worship of God, and substitute the 
mythology of Greece, proved a failure. The Jewish 
people were more positive monotheists afterward than 
before. With all their infirmities, with their misread- 
ing of the prophetic Scriptures, and with their realistic 
interpretation of the Messianic predictions, they were 
still lovers of the temple service, and lived in hope of a 
better time for the old faith of the fathers. There is 
just this philosophy, then, underlying the Greek rule: 
the Jew was a Jew still. He had faith, often mistaken 
and misguided, in Jehovah. No enchanting myth 
from beautiful Greece had any charm for him. He 
wanted the Greek, with all his splendid history and 
idealism, away. He was ready to die, but not to 
become a cultivated pagan. 

When we remember that it was during this period 
that the world’s soil was prepared for the propagation 
of the gospel, the significance of the interval assumes 
greater force. The Greek language became the vehicle 
for thought in all the centres, as a direct result of Alex- 
ander’s conquests. Alexandria was built up into a strong 
Hellenistic centre, whence went out in later years the 
Septuagint version of the Old Testament. Jewish 
colonies, the point of pagan persecution, swarmed 
around the Mediterranean, and became the nuclei of 
the Pauline societies, and the beginning of universal 
Christianity. The Jewish nationality passed away for- 
ever, and paganism had proved its incapacity to take its 
place. It was a universal breaking up of the old soil, 
and its full preparation for the broadest sowing known 
to men, whose ripest harvest we have not yet seen. 





THE WITCH OF ENDOR. 
BY PROFESSOR T. W. COIT. 


One can hardly appreciate the romance as some con- 
sider it, of Endor, without a knowledge of the locality 
and bearings of the village which bore this name. It was 
in the northern part of Palestine, some four miles below 
Mount Tabor, which was not far from the south end of the 
Sea of Galilee. It was along distance from Jerusalem, 
as distances were then measured, nearly sixty miles, and 
quite near to Nain, the scene of a resurrection from 
the dead. It was on the little Mount Hermon, which 
was separated from Mount Gilboa, the loeality of King 
Saul’s last battle, by the valley of Jezreel; and not 
improbably in some of the gorges of Hermon, the pytho- 
ness who figures in the close of Saul’s history had built 
her cabin. It was in a remote place that she fixed her- 
self, and there in gloom and obscurity had plied her 
unholy arts. 

Saul had been unsuccessful, because of his backslid- 
ings with the old, habitual, and remorseless enemies of 
his country, the fierce and martial Philistines. He had 
been driven north by them, and was hard pressed and 
profoundly anxious. As the sacred historian portrays 
his condition, he “was afraid, and his heart greatly 
trembled” (1 Sam. 28:5). He had entrenched him- 
self on Mount Gilboa; but with faltering and failing 
courage. Samuel, his counsellor and guide was dead ; 
while heaven seemed shut against his loudest and most 
persistive prayers. “The Lord answered him not; 
neither by dreams, nor by Urim, nor by prophets,” did 
he give him the faintest encouragement. He was 
bewildered and confounded, lost his fortitude as a 
soldier, and his sagacity as a general, and, half crazed, 
besought his attendants to show him a sorceress, who 
might give him a drop of comfort amid his burning 
agonies. They found him one, and evidently an intelli- 
gent and wary one; for at first she would not listen to 
his entreaties. His solemn and impassioned assurances 
overcame her suspicions and reluctance, and she seems 
to have begun her accustomed incantations. 

But soon an issue presented itself, which astonished 
her, even more than it did the intensely anxious king ; 
proving to a demonstration, that it was beyond her own 
power, and actually defied it. She had doubtless 
intended to disclose for him an imaginary picture, which 
her ventriloquism would enable her to make a talking 
one; like the pictures and images and crucifixes, which 
Archbishop Dunstan set a-talking for victims of super- 
stitions, in the tenth of our Christian centuries. But 
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whatshe designed for a delusion became a dread reality ; 
and she “cried with a loud voice,” with a perfect shriek, 
that is, of astonishment and terror; showing that her 
intended trick was adopted and used by a superior, a 
superhuman power, which would employ her instru- 
mentalities for honest and lofty purposes. Her con- 
scious disappointment revealed to her at once, that she 
as well as the man before her, were wrought upon by 
unseen agencies, and that the king of Israel was brought 
face to face with the invisible but potential ministries of 
offended Heaven. Her shriek manifested her sudden 
but enforced conviction; and Saul’s complete prostra- 
tion manifested his; for he fell, as the Hebrew has it, 
with the fullness of his staturo—his majestic form was 
stricken down as by a bolt of lightning. 

Now such an explanation seems too simple and artless 
for opinionated critics; and so they oppress us with 
disquisitions upon sorcery, spiritualism, necromancy, 
nay, scientific conjectures and excursions without end. 
Glanvill’s Sadducismus Triumphatus, an octavo of five 
hundred pages, the fourth edition of which was pub- 
lished in 1726, shows at once the profound interest 
taken in the topics alluded to above. Mr. Glanvill 
expends twenty pages upon the tinkerers who handle 
Endor, and reminds us of old Vulcan and his fabled 
forge. 

Some will have it, that the sorceress was in collusion 
with evil spirits, and that Satan was the real actor in 
the semi-tragedy. Saul, as our old write of indictment 
used to say, “ was instigated by the Devil,” to apply to 
a pythoness to extricate him from his difficulties, while 
she, with the Devil’s co-operation, was to draw him 
towards a catastrophe of ruin. 

Others are more disposed to put the spirit of the trans- 
action upon Saul himself. They do not, indeed, anni- 
hilate Satan, as do some of our modern wiseacres; they 
only fancy him half a demon, because he did not realize 
how much wrong he had done in procuring the fall, 
and hoped to be forgiven. So, they say, he dealt gently 
by the victims, not of malice, but wantonness, under the 
ancient dispensation. But when he found a minister of 
heaven was sent forth to destroy him and his works 
(1 John 8: 8), then he bestirred himself to fresh activ- 
ity, and more dangerous efforts (Rev. 12:12). Under 
such impressions, they blame Saul, more than Satan, for 
the singular scenes of Endor. This curious idea of 
Satan is vouched for, asa fact, by the historian Eusebius 
(Bohn’s Eusebius, p. 143). 

These things are mentioned only to show what strange 
efforts have been made to discolor, or overcolor, a trans- 
action, which becomes simpler and less difficult for 
explanation the less of strain we put upon it. Nothing 
certainly ia easier, than to suppose an angel presided 
over the tragedy of Saul, as an angel once presided over 
the tragedy of Balaam. The angel sent to Balaam did 
not (strictly speaking) make an ass talk articulately. 
But his words seemed to come from an ass’s mouth, to 
humiliate a false and maddened prophet, and cause him 
to fee) that in God's sight an obedient brute outranked 
him. So an angel put his own words upon pictured 
lips, which a sorceress would have employed, amid her 
perfumes and smoke, to tell quite another story. And 
certainly it is not necessary to prove that an angel could 
employ ventriloquism, without the art and trickery 
which a Dunstan resorted to, for the deception of the 
simple, and the promotion of his own ambitious schemes. 
It may be that the detection and exposure of the sorcer- 
ous, by the very means through which she intended to 
deceive, covered her with overwhelming shame, and 
cured her of her mad follies. Nothing, perhaps, could 
so well have satisfied a person of such a character of her 
perils and her accountability. 

God sometimes turns our own conjurations against 
ourselves, for the accomplishment of hia own inscruta- 
ble designs, He knows, as we do not, how rightfully to 
turn evil to good account. He can make human wrath, 
one of our most vehement and self-willed passions, 
actually praise him, and restrain that portion of it which 
would do him actual dishonor, This is one of his most 
unique prerogatives; and the Psalmist contemplates it 
with devoutest admiration (Psa. 76: 10). 

It is, beyond question, most curious tasee how he can 
make infidelity, with all its boastfulness, humble itself 
to the false but full faith of superstition; and cause it 
to use “appliances and means to boot,” which in its 
brighter moments it would be perfectly ashamed of. 
No one, of his times, had had less faith in sorcery, than 
the majestic king of Israel. He scorned and hated it, 
and threatened its votaries with death. But he cringed 
like a very slave before it, in the hour of overhanging 
peril. Heaven, the heaven he had put all faith in, 
seemed to desert him and disown him; and so, like Vir- 
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gil’s Juno, he turned to what was once his detestation. 
Virgil makes Juno say :— 
* What choice ’twixt under and above? 
f heaven be firm, the Shades shal! move.” 

And even Hume, in an hour of vexation and perplexity, 
condescends to lean on Paganism with all its grossness. 
He wanted something wherewith to fill the gap between 
humanity and Deity, which seemed too wide for his philo- 
sophical economy. He would not and could not locate 
angels there; for that would have involved some faith 
in the Holy Bible. And so (will it be believed!) he 
actually lodged there the whole of old heathen mythol- 
ogy, and pronounced it “so natural, that in the vast 
variety of planets and worlds, contained in this universe, 
it seems more than probable, that, somewhere or other, 
it is really carried into execution.” 

To such straits are men sometimes permitted to go, 
when they will not exert faith upon right objects, and 
in the right way. God judicially allows them to throw 
away their faith upon objects which are false, delusive, or 
absolutely foolish. They become as utter self-deceivers, 
as the grand French dame, who could not condescend to 
accept the four Gospels, but who wore a steel amulet 
with a bit of camphor in it, as an infallible preservative 
for her virtue! Doubtless, as St. Paul said of proud 
Grecians, who wanted to subject everything to their 
presuming reason, God sends to some strong delusions, 
that, when they discard his truth, they may believe a 
lie (2 Thess. 2: 11). Solomon had seen such people, and 
predicted their hopeless fate. They, he said, who hated 
knowledge, and would not choose the fear of the Lord,— 
who would none of his counsel, and despised all his 
reproof,—should eat of the fruit of their own way, and be 
filled with their own devices (Prov. 1 : 29-31). 


Berkeley Divinity School. 





THE HARP. 
BY HOSEA G. BLAKE. 


In the stormy days that marked the reign 
Of the iron monarch, Charlemagne, 
When, wheresoe’er the traveler went 
Over the war-worn continent, 
A lofty castle with stony frown 
From every commanding hill looked down; 
At that time of terror, a Christian knight, 
Across the valley from height to height 
Stretched a cord of iron, a mighty wire 
Anvil-bammered and tried with fire. 
He hoped, he said, that the gentle hand 
Of summer winds in the iron strand 
Would wake a music diviner, higher, 
Than the sounds of warfare that filled the land. 


Over the wire the breezes swept, 

But the soul of music within it slept; 

It felt the north wind’s fiercer stroke, 

But still the touch no answer woke, 

No throvbing sweetness the silence broke, 
Loud the people laughed, and said: 

“This is no harp, but a wire instead ; 

And he who made it, how little he knows!” 


But once at midnight a storm arose. 
As the terrible rush of the angry blast 
By turret and tower swept hurrying past, — 
The harp awoke! and above the beat 
Of the roaring tempest, sublimely sweet, 
The sound of its music swelled and rose, 
Till the people cried in the valley below: 
“Surely the trumpets of angels blow ; 
The skies above us are tempest-riven, 
For we hear the songs of the saved in heaven!” 
O’er harp-string or heart-string the storm must break 
Before its divinest notes awake; 
Not gentle breezes, but winds that smite, 
Not the zephyr’s breath, but the whirlwind’s might, 
Not joy, but chastening, strikes the tone 
Sweet as the notes the ransomed raise, 
Who lift forever their songs of praise 
Through the spaces around the Throne! 





== 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


MR. MAXWELL. 


BY MARGARET E, SANGSTER. 


“T declare, it’s too bad! A fellow can’t have any fun!” 
“T don’t suppose old Maxwell ever was a boy!” 
“Pity about Mr. Maxwell’s lots!” 

These and similar indignant remarks might have been 
heard one bright afternoon, in the fall of the year, by 
anybody in the neighborhood of a group of lads whose 
ages ranged from ten to fourteen. To understand their 
grievance it is necessary to state that for a time as long 











as the boys, and the boys’ mothers too, could remember, 
a large vacant space, on Franklin Street, had been left 
to the boys of the Twentieth Ward, in the good city of 
Bothwell, astheir playground. Here they played shinny 
and baseball, here they held walking matches, and raced 
about on bicycles and velocipedes; here, in winter, they 
had splendid snow-fights, even as in summer they had 
made believe camp out with tents improvised from 
clothes-poles, and borrowed sheets and blankets. A 
famous playground it was, that great tract of waste 
land, which somebody, who was waiting for a rise in 
real estate, seemed to be holding in fee for the little 
men who had such good times there, six days in the 
week, For many years the delightful vacant lots were 
unfenced, and open to all. The boys felt doubtful of 
what was going to happen, when one day a surveyor and 
his men appeared on the scene, went through a good 
deal of measuring and adjusting, and at last took their 
departure. A few days later came a party of sappers and 
miners, speedily followed by carpenters with lumber and 
tools, who proceeded to build a stout board fence around 
the whole area. But it proved to be a fence over which 
boys could jump as easily as goats skip over mountain- 
peaks. Indeed, it was very much pleasanter, as Harry 
Fenn assured his mamma, when she looked ruefully at 
his torn trousers, very much pleasanter to climb a fence, 
than to step in at a door. 

But lo and behold! the invisible owner, as though on 
purpose to please the Franklin Street mothers, did 
actually send a man back, to set a gate in one corner, 
which was free as air and water to every boy who chose 
to use it. And now the boys were happier than ever. 

Months went by, months of perfect satisfaction, when 
one day there came a change. 

Ed Clifford, Howe De Lancey, Jim Freshcott, and 
Lew Palmer, who were all fine base-ball players, belong- 
ing to a magnificent nine, had accepted a challenge from 
another nine, and were to meet them, and try their skill, 
on the afterngon when this story begins. What was 
their consternation, their anger, their amazement, to 
find, on arriving at the playground, that the gate was 
securely fastened, and a stalwart watchman on guard. 

“You boys may go home!” said this individual. 
“ Mr. Maxwell bought this property, and he forbids all 
trespassers to step inside this ere fence.” 

““We're not trespassers. Twentieth Warders have 
always had these lots to play in,” said Ed Clifford hotly. 

“ Well, they’ll not have them never no more,” said 
the watchman, with a grim smile. “ Any boy caught 
on this ground will be dealt with to the extent of the 
law, put in the station-house, fined, young masters. 
Better look out!” 

“Oh! who cares for fines?” said Jim Freshcott. 
“ Let’s go on and play our game!” 

But when they attempted this rash movement, they 
found that, active and nimble as they were, the big 
watchman was more than their equal. He caught Ed 
Clifford in one hand, and Jim Freshcott in the other, 
and gave both a thorough shaking before he set them 
down; he threatened Harry Fenn in so terrible a voice 
that Harry took to his heels, and never stopped running 
till he was safe within his own front door; and, alto- 
gether, he presented so bold a front, that the boys 
marched off, leaving him the victor. 

“T’ll be even with that hateful old Maxwell,” said 
Ed Clifford, as, an hour later, he sat by the glowing grate 
in his mother’s cosey back parlor. He had been telling 
her all about it, and she had listened and sympathized 
as nobody else can so well as mother. I am very sorry 
for boys, and for mothers, too, who know nothing of the 
solid comfort there is in having real straightforward 
talks together, sometimes here and sometimes there; 
the place matters little if the two understand each other. 

“Tt’s a downright shame!” said Ed, his anger deep- 
ening. “Oh! what wouldn’tI give to be the one to make 
old Maxwell feel mean? He’sa—a—” Ed thought 
over the words he knew to fit his feelings, and at last 
exclaimed, “ He’s a regular curmudgeon, there!” 

“You call him old Maxwell, I observe,” said Mrs. 
Clifford. “But, if I am not mistaken, I heard your 
father say that that ground at present belonged to a 
young man, one not much older than your brother Tom.” 

“Tf that’s the case,” said Ed, “then old Maxwell is 
worse than I supposed he was. Well, mother, I’ll get 
even with him,—wouldn’t you?” 

The mother’s blue eyes were sweet and untroubled 
the sort of eyes that always look at you, and seem to 
know what you are thinking of, and they were often full 
of a soft laughter, which made all the boys love to talk to 
Ed’s mother. Just now, however, they were very grave, 

“Yes, dear,” she said, “I’d get even with him, cer- 


tainly. But I’d ask God te show me the way. And I 
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wouldn’t forget that Mr. Maxwell has a right to do as 
he pleases with his own property. He is not showing 
you injustice, remember. Get even with him, but ask 
God to show you the way.” 

Visitors entered, and the conversation ended. Only 
half convinced, Ed at last went to bed. Dreams of the 
boys wrestling in the Olympian games, and of Mr. Max- 
well set upon by wild beasts, disturbed his slumbers. 
They were studying Grecian history at school, you see. 

The next day, at recess, in knots, groups, and con- 
claves, the uppermost theme was that of the play- 
ground, and Mr. Maxwell’s name was mentioned in a 
very uncomplimentary way. 

Ed, however, said nothing about revenge. He had 
asked God to show him the way to get even, and some- 
how he began to make excuses for the man whose will 
had interfered with the frolic and fun of the boys. It 
was no light thing that Mr. Maxwell had done. The 
park was five miles off, and the narrow streets were not 
available as play places. 

Weeks passed. Behind the fence, as those who chose 
to look could see, a great deal was going on. Most of 
the boys preferred to look any other way. They felt 
that they had been cheated out of their rights, and it 
was hard to be forgiving. 

One day Ed and Jim were going home from school, 
when they saw, in what appeared to be a very large- 
sized baby-carriage, a figure which arrested their atten- 
tion. 

“Ts it a man ora boy? ” said Jim wonderingly. 

“ Hush!” said Ed softly ; “ he’ll hear you!” 

It was a man, as the lads saw, when presently a group 
delayed the carriage and its attendant, at a crossing,—a 
man with a delicate and beautiful face, as pleasant as 
that of a woman, but with limbs strangely distorted and 
shrunken. The afghan which hid them became dis- 
arranged, and Ed, courteously stepping forward, replaced 
it, toreceive a sunny smileand a cheerful “Thank you” 
from the deformed stranger. 

A moment later, as the baby-carriage, for so it seemed 
to the boys, was half-way across the street, a runaway 
team came rushing down on it, in full career. The tall 
Irishman in charge of the invalid hesitated, and the 
hesitation might have been fatal, had not Ed and Jim 
promptly pushed the vehicle out of the way, just in time 
to save it. 

When, a few minutes afterward, they found that this 
young man, whom they had helped in peril, was no 
less a personage than the Mr. Maxwell they had disliked 
so heartily, you may fancy their surprise. 

He proved to be a very kind friend indeed. Whenhe 
found out how aggrieved the boys were, he invited both 
base-ball nines to his house, and gave them all an enter- 
tainment. He explained that never having been able to 
run and jump himself, he had not known how much the 
boys prized that sort of fun. Now, however, he said 
that in the garden which he was planning for the delight 
of the ward, there should be a gymnasium for the young 
people. 

Mr. Maxwell, on acquaintance, became very popular, 
the more so that trouble had not made him impatient 
nor fretful. And Ed was always thankful that God’s 
way of letting him get even, was by allowing him to 
save a life. 


WAYS OF WORKING, 








CONDUCTING A YOUNG PEOPLE’S 
PRAYER-MEETING. 


In a recent series of practical questions, propounded 
by correspondents through the department of Notes on 
Open Letters, an Iowa worker asked for “hints on the 
best method of conducting a young people’s prayer- 
meeting ... 80 as to make it both profitable and instruc- 
tive for the young people.” Various responses to this 
inquiry have been received from different portions of 
the country; quite too many, indeed, to find a place in 
these columns. A few of the many are given herewith; 

A Baptist pastor at Watertown, Massachusetts, sends 
specimens of a list of topics arranged for such a meeting 
quarterly in advance, and printed on an attractive card. 
Of these cards he says: 

“They are arranged by some of the young people; 
each card covers one quarter. The leader, the passage 
of Scripture, and the subject, are assigned for each even- 
ing of the quarter except the last, when a Bible-reading 
is expected from the pastor, who chooses his own sub- 
ject. 

“The meetings occur on Tuesday evenings, and are held 
im one of the smaller rooms of the church, ‘The seats 





are arranged in front and on either hand of the leader. 
All, either male or female, are welcome to take part in 
the exercises. The pastor makes it a rule to be present 
during the whole of the time, and takes part among the 
others in a brief prayer or short remarks, or both. 

“The meetings are generally well attended and inter- 
esting ; often they are very interesting. The subject 
often is handled so that one feels that light has been 
cast upon it from many sides. One will give a thought 
bearing upon one side, and another upon anoiher side.” 

For the third quarter of the current voar, the topics 
were as follows: 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S MEETINGS. 


“ Pray without ceasing.” 
July 3.—In faith. James 1: 1-8. George 8S. Turner. 


July 10.—In secret. Matthew 6: 5-8. 8S. H. Coombs. 
July 17.—With reverence. John 9; 31. Howard Russell. 
July 24.—With perseverance. Acts 12:5. W. H. Pevear. 


July 31.—With humility. Luke 18: 10-14. Frederic Palmer. 

Aug. 7.—Without rashness. Ecclesiastes 5: 1-3. Sumner 
Coolidge. 

Aug.14.—Answer to prayer promised. Matthew 21: 22. 
G. H. Wiswall. 


Answered prayers. 
Aug. 21.—For recovery. Isaiah 38. F. E. Crawford, 
Aug. 28.—For wisdom. 1 Kings 3: 5: 14. 
Sept. 4.—For help. 2Chronicles 14: 8-15. W.T. Macurdy. 
Sept. 11.—For salvation. Luke 23; 39-43. W. H. Capen. 
Sept. 18.—Christ’s last prayer. John 17. J. H. Stone. 
Sept. 25.—Bible-reading. Rev. E. A. Capen. 


From a Presbyterian pastor in Ohio there comes this 
record of successful experiment : 

“On the first Sabbath in May, 1881, some twenty 
young people connected themselves with the Poplar 
Street Presbyterian Church, of Cincinnati, Ohio. Their 
ages ranged from eleven years upward, and it was decided 
immediately that something must be done for their 
spiritual strengthening and encouragement. The unani- 
mous conclusion was that a young people’s meeting 
should be inaugurated upon a plan similar to one car- 
ried on in that church some years before. The main 


| features of the programme were arranged as follows: 


The time of meeting to be three-quarters of an hour 
previous to the evening church services. The senior 
elder selected one of the eldest of the young men to lead 
the meeting on the first evening. Several weeks after 
that, the youngest boy was asked, privately, to lead the 
meeting, and, having consented, it was so announced. 

“This system was kept up until the last Sabbath of 
October, 1882, when one of the young ladies had agreed 
to take an important step forward, and it was announced 
on that Sabbath a young lady would lead. This was 
something rather out of the usual line, and it increased 
the interest wonderfully. We were fortunate in having 
with us, on that evening, the Rev. Dr. Thwing, who 
encouraged us to keep on. After that, we had, alter- 
nating as nearly as possible, as leaders, a young lady, 
one of the younger boys, one of the younger girls, and 
then a young man. 

“You will see what a number of ready workers we 
have in the fact that, on the last Sabbath of October, 
1883, it again devolved upon the first young lady to lead 
the meeting, thus showing that we had, at least, twenty- 
six young ladies and misses who were ready to take up 
any duty (I might, as properly, say privilege) which came 
in their path. We have not quite so many young men. 
This is in a congregation which will, perhaps, nuraber 
one hundred and fifty. (This figure may not be.exact, 
as the writer is several hundred miles from home, and 
has not the exact statistics.) 

“Now for the exercises. At first, none of the female 
members of the congregation took an active part. Then 
some recited verses of Scripture, and, finally, led in short 
prayers, or made a few remarks relative to the subject 
for the evening’s consideration, or any other subject 
which they might select. Since a long time, quite a 
number have overcome their natural hesitancy, and now 
no time is wasted. The general order is singing (which 
is frequently and briefly interspersed during the entire 
evening), prayer by the leader, reading of selected text 
by the leader, and then the meeting is declared open to 
those who wish to engage in remarks, prayer, or selec- 
tion of hymns. (We use the Gospel Hymns, No. 3.) 

“ Before closing, the leader for the meeting two weeks 
hence is announced; and the leader who was selected 
for the next week announces his subject, which is chosen 
as a regular text is. The subject is always announced | 
on the day of the meeting, before the school, and the | 
scholars are cordially invited to attend. The hour of 
the meeting is inclined to draw the attention of the 


children to the evening service, and many remain at, 





that. The leader selects his subject about ten days 
before the meeting, and often prepares contexts on slips 
of paper, which he distributes some time during the day 
on which he leads, with the request that it be recited or 
read, and briefly commented upon. He also requests 
some to be prepared to lead in prayer, but, as far as 
possible, all the exercises are voluntary. I do not know 
exactly how many take an active part, but do not think 
it falls short of twenty every evening. The lecture 
room is generally full, the attendance being from sixty 
to one hundred, the majority being quite young. Not 
withstanding the absence of the pastor, while part of 
the house was undergoing repairs, the young people’s 
meetings were continued. 

“Tt is a noticeable fact, that at several times, during 
each evening, prayers are offered up for our pastor, the 
leader for the evening, and for any absent members. 
This creates a strong feeling of sympathy among the 
members; and, as one of those necessarily absent now, 
nearly all the time, I am thankful that I have such 
Christian brethren and sisters remembering me at the 
throne of grace.” 


An Illinois Methodist worker has another plan to 
suggest, as follows: 

“ Asa leader of three different young people’s meet- 
ings, for the past three years, I have spent much time 
and tried various plans to make the work both ‘ profit- 
able and instructive,’ and conclude, for myself at least, 
that a Bible reading is the best means of success, 
Through introducing Bible readings in one place, our 
attendance increased from ten to fifty. At another 
place, using the readings from the start of the meetings, 
we had an average attendance of sixty, and the last 
trial of the plan has increased the attendance from 
fifteen to sixty. If the leader loves God’s Word, has 
great faith in its Author, and is not afraid to work, this 
plan will succeed anywhere. The meeting-should be 
announced in both the church and the Sunday-school. 
The appended outline will illustrate somewhat: 
Subject: ‘Why Study the Bible?’ 

Sing two verses each of Nos. 118, 282, 235 (Gospel Hymns 
Combined). 
Prayer. 
All read, in unison, Isaiah 55, 
Silent prayer. 
Bible Reading: Why Study the Bible? 

[The following references should be written on slips 
of paper, and distributed in advance of the reading. ] 
1, For its infallibility. 

Matthew 5:18; 1 Peter 1: 25. 
2. For the highest and best knowledge. 


a. Jer. 9: 23, 24, } To know God 


6. John 5: 89, 
ce. Hebrews 4:12. ‘Know thyself.’ 

8. For salvation. 

1 Peter 1: 23; Psalm 19:7; James 1: 21. 
Sing No. 134. 
4. For Christian growth. 
1 Peter 2: 2; Matthew 4: 4; John 6: 63; 2 Timo- 
thy 3: 16, 17. 
5. For purity. 
Psalm 119: 9, 11; John 17: 17. 
6. For true enjoyment. 
Psalm 1: 1-3; John 15: 10, 11. 

Sing No. 139, two verses. 

Personal testimonies and prayers. (If there is a lack of 
promptitude, ask some, before the meeting com- 
mences, to take part in this line.) 

Close the meeting with No. 41.” 


And, finally, this compact cluster of hints is given 
from Boonton, New Jersey: 

“The Young People’s Prayer-meeting should be com 
ducted by the young. 

“ Begin on time, if no one but yourself and pulpit are 
there. 

“The leader should be chosen one week ahead, to give 
him time to look over his subject. 

“Have a printed or written list of subjects to follow 
week by week, with short scriptural selections upon each 
subject indicated. 

“Let the superintendent or the pastor give out the 
notice of the meeting every Sunday, and urge upon all 
to attend. ‘ 

“Have spiritual singing, short prayers, and short, 
pointed remarks,—bearing upon the subject of the 
evening. 

“Ask the young people to repeat, or read, verses of 
Scripture, bearing upon the subject. 

* Pray before you go to the meeting, while at the meet- 
ing, and after you leave it. ‘Pray without ceasing.’” 
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LESSON CALENDAR. 


[ Fourth tei 1883. ] 
1. October 7.— Eli's Death .. 
2. October 14.—Samuel the Judge... 
3. October 21.—Asking for a King. 
4. October 28.—Saul Chosen King....... 
5. November 4.—Samuel's Farewell ‘Address eel Sam. 12: 13-25 
6. November 11.—Saul! Rejected...... cevseeeeeel Sam, 15; 12-26 
7. November 18.—David Anointed... ............:0cccccccceeeeeeeeed BAM, 16: 1-13 
8 Movember 2%.—David and Goliath bo setntvvcceteosseqvel CRs 203 TOE 
9%. December 2.—David's Enemy—Sau! gesstapaut seapeetitons 1 Sam. 18: 1-16 
10. December 9.—David's Friend—Jonathan...... .l Sam, 20: 32-42 
ll, December 16.—David Sparing his Enemy... 1 Sam, 2: 1-17 
12. December 23.—Death of Saul and Jonathan. 
1 Sam. 31: 1-14 










..1 Sam. 7: 17 


..1 Sam. 10; 17-27 


13. December 30.—Review. 





LESSON XII, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23, 1883. 
Titke: DEATH OF SAUL AND JONATHAN 
LESSON TEXT. 


(1 Samuel 31 ; 1-13.) 
1. Now the Phi-lis’ tines fought against Is’ra-el : and the men of 


Is‘ra-el fled from before the Phi-lis’tines, and fell down slain 


in mount Gil-bo’a, 


| 
2, And the Phi-lis’tines followed hard upon Saul and upon | 


his sons; and the Phi-lis’tines slew Jon’a-than, and A-bin’a- 
dab, and Mel-chi-shu’a, Saul’s sons. 

8. And the battle went sore against Saul, and the archers hit 
him; and he was sore wounded of the archers. 

4. Then said Saul unto his armourbearer, Draw thy sword, 
and thrust me through therewith; lest these uncircumcised 
come and thrust me through, and abuse me. But his armour- 
bearer would not; for he was soreafraid. Therefore Saul took 
a sword, and fell upon it. 

5, And when his armourbearer saw that Saul was dead, he fel! 
likewise upon his sword, and died with him. 

6, So Saul died, and his three sons, and his armourbearer, anil 
all his men, that same day together. 

7. And when the men of Is’ra-el that were on the other side 
of the valley, and they that were on the other side Jor’dan, 
saw that the men of Is‘ra-el fled, and that Saul and his sons 
were dead, they forsook the cities, and fled ; and the Phi-lis’tines 
came and dwelt in them, 

8. And it came to pass on the morrow, when the Phi-lis’tines 
came to strip the slain, that they found Saul and his three sons 
fallen in mount Gil-bo’a, 

9. And they cut off his head, and stripped off his armour, and 
sent into the land of the Phi-lis’tines round about, to publish 
it in the house of their idols, and among the people. 

10. And they put his armour in the house of Ash’ta-roth ; and 
they fastened his body to the wall of Beth’-shan. 

11. And when the inhabitants of Ja’besh-gil’e-ad heard of 
that which the Phi-lis’tines had done to Saul, 

12. All the valiant men arose, and went all night, and took 
the body of Saul and the bodies of his sons from the wall of 
Beth’-shan, and came to Ja’besh, and burnt them there. 

13. And they took their bones, and buried them under a tree 
at Ja’besh, and fasted seven days. 





LESSON PLAN. 


Power through faith and fidelity to 
the God of Israel. 
Lesson TOPIC: The Doom of the Unrighteous. 
1, Saul Stain, vs. 1-6. 
LEssON OUTLINE: } 2, Saul Dishonored, vs. 7-10. 
3. Saul Honored, vs. 11-13. 
GoLpEN Text: The wicked is driven away in his wicked- 
ness: but the righteous hath hope in his death.—Prov, 14: 32. 


ToPIc OF THE QUARTER: 


Datty Home READINGS: 


M.—1 Sam, 15: 16-29. The doom of Saul foretold. 

T. —1 Sam, 31: 1-13. The doom of Saul realized. 
W.—Exod. 14: 17-31. The dvom of Pharaoh. 

tT, —Num. 16: 12-35. The doom of Korah. 

F, —Num. 14: 11-36. The doom ofa rebellious people. 
$. —2 Chron. 36: 10-21, The doom of Zedekiah, 

$. —Matt. 25: 3146. The doom of the wicked. 





LESSON ANALYSIS. 
I, SAUL SLAIN, 


% 


1. Discomfiture : 

The battle went sore against Israel. 
Ye shall flee when none pursueth you (Lev. 26 : 17). 
The Lord shall cause thee to be smitten (Deut. 28 : 25), 
aney y fled before the men of Ai (Josh. 7 : 4). 

he thousand shall flee at the peyahe of pee (Isa. 30 : 17), 
He hath scattered the proud (Luke 1 


Ul. Despair : 

Draw thy sword, and thrust me through therewith. 
Draw thy sword, and slay me (Judg. 9 : 54). 
Stand, I pray thee, upon me and slay me (2 Sam. 1 ; 9). 

Draw ‘thy sword, and thrust me through t ofewith (1 Chron. 10 : 4). 
He departed, and Went and hangéd himself (Matt. 27 : 5). 

He drew out his sword, and would have killed himself (Acts 16 : 27). 
Fall on us, and hide us from . . . the wrath of the Lamb (Rev. 6: 16). 


Wl. Death ; 
So Saul died, and his three sons, . . . and all his men. 


And all flesh died that moved span the earth (Gen. 7 ; 21). 

There was not a house where th vie of Ohne dead (Exod. 12 : 80). 

How are the mighty fallen in the m of the battle ! (2 Sam. 1 : 25.) 

Man goeth to his nal Tuan fr scl, 12: 
men, for 


Death passed pageed yeen | that all have sinned (Rom. 5: 12). 
Men ... shall desire to die, and death shall flee from them (Rev. 9; 6). 
1 The same old ad of God's people renew their antagonism from 
generation to generation. 


1 Sam. 4: 10-18 | 


ones 1 Sam. 8: 1-10 | 
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2. Victors in the conflicts for righteousness must contest on the | 
right side, and in the right spirit. 
8. Enemies of the righteous are abundantly zealous to follow up all | 
the advantages they gain. 
4. Disaster to those whom God forsakes runs on from bad to worse. 
5. How desperate the straits to which the greatest may be reduced 
through sin! Even violent death was courted by Saul. 
. Ruin wrought by sin, sweeps many into its fatal vortex. Saul, 
his sons, his servant, and his soldiers, all went down. 


a) 





If, SAUL DISHONORED. 


| |. Beheaded : 

T hey cut off his head. 
She smote off his head, .. . stricken through his temples (Judg. 5 
David .. . slew him, and cut off his head (1 Sam. 17: 51). 
Cut off the head of Sheba . . . cast it out to Joab (2 Sam. 20 : 22) 
Put their heads in baskets, and sent... to Jezreel (2 Kings 10: 7). 
He went and beheaded him in the prison ( (Mark 6 : 24). 
He killed James the brother of John with the sword (Acts 12: 2). 


1. Stripped : 
They ... stripped off his armour. 
They stripped Joseph out of his coat (Gen. 37 : 23). 
David ... stood upon the Philistine, and aie ‘his sword (1 Sam. 17: 51 


Lay thee hold on one . . . and take his armour (2 Sam. 2: 21). 
Plucked the spear out of the Egyptian’s hand (2 Sum. ‘23 : 21). 
He hath stripped me of my glory a 19 : 9). 

They shall strip thee also of thy clothes (Ezek. 16: 39). 


ill. Exposed : 
T hey fastened his body to the wall of Beth-shan. 


They were hanging upon the trees until the evening (Josh, 10 : 26 

David took the head . . . and brought it to Jerusalem (1 Sam. 17: 5 

We will hang them up unto the Lord in Gibeah (2 Sam. 21 : 6). 

Go, see now this cursed woman, and bury her (2 Kings 9 : 34). 

So they hanged Haman on the gallows (Est. 7 : 10) 

Sitting down they watched him there (Matt. 27 : 36). 

. Indignities to the dead betoken the lowest grades of mental and 
rhoral development. 

2. There is a fate shared in common by the mighty and the mean— 
Saul was found among the common slain 

. Saul’s accoutrements were rare prizes for his conquerors, as are 
mementoes of a good man’s fall among his foes. 

. God's enemies are but too glad to honor their deities @ith trophics | 
snatched from his tallen servants. 

5. The greater the man who comes into dishonor, the sadder the 

spectacle his exposure makes, 


~ wow 0 = 


Iil. SAUL HONORED. 


. A Noble Band: 

T he valiant men arose, . and took the body of Saul. 
Abram. . . armed his trained servants. . . and pursued (Gen. 14:11 
Jonathan climbed up... and his armour-bearer (1 Sam. i4 ;: 13). 
Three mighty men brake through . .. (jrew water (2 Sam. 23: 16). 
O king . .. we will not serve thy gods (Dan. 3: 18). 

Devout men carried Stephen to his burial (Ac ts8: 


il. An Honorable Act: 
T hey took their bones, and buried them. 


His sons . . . buried him in the cave of Mac npelan (Gen. 25: 9). | 
And Joseph ‘went up to bury his father (Gen. 50: 
And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him (E spol. 13 : 19). 
David . . . took the bones of Sauland . . . Jonathan (2 Sam. 21:1 
His disciples .. . took up the body, and buried it (Matt. 14: 12) 
Joseph .. . laid it in his own new tomb (Matt. 27 : 59, 60). 
1, What is cause for joy to some may be cause for pain to others. 
What effects are our acts causing? 
. Some noble souls are always found ready to rebuke a wrong and 
vindicate the right. 
3. The valiant men of Jabesh-gilead are worthy models for the 
Lord's men everywhere. 
. Earnest men rise, and go, and accomplish their ends while 
others are asleep. 
. Respectful burial is the due of every son of Adam. 
. Religious duties should never be omitted because we have done 
other great or good deeds. 


— 


ou 


LESSON BIBLE READING. 
THE UNRIGHTEOUS MAN, 
1. His Characteristics : 
Foolish and unwise (Deut. 32: 6). 
Mentally blinded (2 Cor. 4: 4). 
Hating the light (John 3: 20), 
pelea: in sin (Rom. 1: 
ng the saints (Matt. 10. ‘17 , 18). 
irre from God (E ph, 4:18). 
Hostile to God (Rom. 8: 7 ). 
Full of ero g Aod (2 Tim, 3; 2-4). 
Hated of God (Psa. 5 : 5). 
Under the curse Gal. 3:10). 


2. His Kindred : 
Children of this world (Luke 16 : 8), 
Children of the flesh (Rom. 9: 8). 
Children of iniquity (Hos. 10: 9). 
Children of disobedience (Hpi. 2: 2). 
Children of transgression (Isa. 57 : 4 
Children of wickedness (2 Sam. 7 : 10). 
Children of the wicked one (Matt. 15 ; 38), 
Children of the Devil (1 John : 10). 
Children of wrath (Eph. 2: 3) 
Children of hell (Matt. 23 : 15). 


3..His Associates : 
Generation of vipers (Matt. 3 : 7). 
Rebellious children (Isa. 30 : 1), 
Cursed children (2 Pet. 2 : 14). 
Evil doers (Psa. 37 : 1). 
Servants of sin (John 8 : 34) 
Enemies of righteousness (Acts 13 : 10), 
Enemies of the cross (Phil. 3 : 18). 
Enemies of God (Psa. 37 : 20). 
Haters of God (Rom, 1 ; 30). 
Vessels of wrath (Rom. 9: 22). 


4. His Doom: 
In this world— 


Groundless fears (Prov. 28 : 1). ® 
Humiliations (Isa. 13 : 11). 
Absence of peace (Isa. 57 : 20, 21 


), 21). 

Distress an an liver, 1: 26, 27). 
Death (Heb. 9: 

In the future sold: 
Resurrection Gohn 5 : 28, 29). 
Judgment (2 Cor, 5: 10). 
Everlasting punishme nt (Matt. 25: 41). 
Second death (Rey. 21 : 8). 


LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 


| accompanying Achish ; 


sons of Saul are mentioned (14: 49), 





INTERVENING Events.—After David's proof of his friend- 
liness to Saul, David, at Saul’s request, swore that he would 
not destroy Saul’s descendants after him, when he should 
become king. Saul then returned to Gibeah, ‘but David 
dwelt in the stronghold. Then follow David's acventure 
f with Nabal and Abigail, and his marrying Abigail after 
Nabal’s death; also his marrying Ahinoam of Jezreel. 
Then the Ziphites again stir up Saul against David; but | 
David has a second opportunity to slay Saul, but only takes 
his spear and water canteen. Thus Saul was reconciled 
again; but David, fearing Saul still, escaped again to Gath, 








and dwelt in the city, of Ziklag, which Achish, the king of 


Gath, gave him; whence David made at least one plundering 
expedition south toward Egypt, pretending to Achish that he 
had gone against southern Judah. At this time the Philis- 


tines made a general war against Israel. Saul went to inquire of 


the witch of En-dor, and there saw Samuel (now dead), who 


foretold Saul’s defeat and death. The Philistines came tq 
Apheh, near the fountain of Jezreel, David and his followers 
but at that point the Philistines 
insisted on David’s returning. Coming to Ziklag, David found 
that the Amalekites had made an invasion, burned the town, 
While David goes to their 
rescue, and recovers the spoil taken by the 


and carried away David’s wives 
Amalekites, 
apparently, the events of the present lesson were taking place. 
PLace.—Mount Gilboa, just south of the fountain of 
Jezreel (now ’ Ain Jalfid); afterwards Beth-shan. 
'Trwe.—Bible margin, about B. C. 1056. 
Prrsons.—The Philistines, the men of Israel, Saul and 


| his sons Jonathan, Abinadab, and Melchi-shua, and the 
| armor-bearer of Saul. 


CrrcumsTANCcEs.—The battle of the Philistines with 
Israel, the slaying of Saul’s sons by the Philistines, the 
general defeat of Israel, and the suicide of Saul and his 
armor-bearer. On the next day, the Philistines finding the 
body of Saul, beheading it, and fastening his body to the wall 
of Beth-shan 


CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PROFESSOR W. HENRY GREEN, D.D., LL.D 


The history of the books of Chronicles begins at this point, 
recording Saul’s last battle and death, simply as introductory 
to the reign of David, and to explain how the kingdom came 
to be transferred to him. The close verbal correspondence 
of Chronicles, in many continuous passages, with Samuel and 
Kings, together with the frequent deviations and omissions, 
as well as long sections which have no equivalent in the 
parallel accounts, has furnished a pretext to certain critics 
for discrediting Chronicles altogether ; as though the writer, 
with no authorities but the books of Samuel and Kings before 
him, had altered or enlarged the history at will, and every 
departure from their statements was to be regarded as pure 
invention. This charge is not only unproved, but utterly 
unreasonable. The true view of the case undoubtedly is that 
the writer of Chronicles had before him the same original 
records from which the histories of Samuel and Kings were 
drawn, together with other additional documents bearing 
upon the same period. Each writer was governed by a plan 
of his own in the preparation of his history, and selected his 
materials accordingly. This affords an ample explanation, 
both of the points of agreement and of difference, as may be 
illustrated by a comparison of 1 Chronicles 10 with the 
chapter before us. 

Verse 1.—The opening of the campaign is described (28 
1, 4), where the Philistines, who were the aggressors, are 
said to have assembled their forces in Shunem, in the valley 
of Jezreel, while Saul’s army encamped on Gilboa, five miles 
distant, and then advanced (29: 1), to the valley, where, no 
doubt, the fighting took place, on this great battle-ground of 
Palestine. Israel driven back, retreated to the mountain, 
and there fell down slain in great numbers. 

Verse 2.—The Philistines were in close pursuit after Saul 
and his sons, in the hope of capturing or destroying the royal 
family, thus inflicting a serious blow upon Israel, and adding 
to the consternation of the defeated army. The same three 
from which passage it 
appears that Abinadab was also called Ishni. In 1 Chroni- 
cles 8 : 33, 9: 39, these names occur again with the addition 
of a fourth, Esh-baal, the same as Ish-bosheth, whom Abner 
set up as Saul’s successor (2 Sam. 2: 8), and who reigned in 
Mahanaim over the rest of Israel during the seven years 
and a half that David was king over Judah in Hebron 
(2 Sam. 5 : 5). 

Verse 3.—And the battle was heavy upon Saul: It raged 
severely around him, and as, with his tall, commanding per- 
son, he was a conspicuous mark (9 : 2), the archers hit 
him, inflicting severe and galling wounds. The following 
words, at least as they stand in the common Hebrew text, 
cannot mean, as they are rendered in the Authorized English 
Version, “and he was sore wounded of the archers.” They 
describe rather Saul’s state of perplexity and alarm.— He 
trembled greatly, or, was greatly distressed, because of the archers 
(see 28:5). Saul was too brave a man to indulge in timid, 
faint-hearted fears. ‘ But his apprehensions were excited, 
not only for his personal safety, but for his army and his 
kingdom, by the display of this overwhelming force and 
their resistless onset. His troops were scattered, his sons 
slain at his side; himself wounded, and with no possibility 


| of recovering his ground. He was driven to the last 


extremity, and his heart was wrung with hopeless despair. 
And the thought of his rejection by Jehovah, which had 
been long since announced to him (15: 26), and of Samuel’s 
woeful prophecy delivered but the day before (28 : 19), and 
which was already fulfilling before his eyes, completely 
overwhelmed and unmanned him. 

Verse 4.—In his dread of falling alive into the hands of 
his cruel enemies, and being subjected by them to insult and 
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torture, Saul asks his armor-bearer to kill him outright, 
But withheld by his reverence for his sovereign, or, as others 
suppose, because he would be held responsible for the king’s 
safety, he refused.— And Saul took the sword, his own or his 
armor-bearer’s, and fell upon it, adding the crime of suicide 
te his other misdeeds. The different account of Saul’s death 
given to David by the Amalekite, who brought away his 
crown and bracelet (2 Sam. 1 : 6-10), is to be explained by 
the fact that he falsely claimed to have killed Saul, in the 
hope of being rewarded for so doing (2 Sam. 4: 10). 

Verse 5.—The Jews have a tradition, which is, no doubt, 
destitute of historical foundation, and originated solely in 
the desire of finding in this event a striking display of 
retributive justice, that this armor-bearer was Doeg; so that 
Saul and he both met their deaths from the very weapon 
which had slain the priests at Nob (22: 18). 

Verse 6.—All his men: Not, of course, his entire army, 
which had largely escaped by flight, but those who were 
gathered immediately about his person, his retinue or body- 
guard. Chronicles substitutes “all his house” for “his 
armour-bearer and all his men,” not as an equivalent phrase, 
but simply because the writer was not concerned to trace 
further the fortunes of any others than Saul’s immediate 
household. The interest of this event to him was that the 
crown now passed from Saul to David in consequence of 
the death of the former and all his house. That he did 
not intend this universal expression to be understood with 
absolute strictness, as denoting the total extinction of Saul’s 
descendants, appears from the closing verses of the preced- 
ing chapter (1 Chron. 9: 39-44) where these are traced in 
the line of Jonathan through several successive generations 
’ (comp. 2 Sam. 9: 6-12). In the brevity of his statement he 
did not think it worth while to go into a lengthened expla- 
nation of the fact that Esh-baal, or Ishbosheth, was not in 
the battle, or at least did not perish in it. And he gives no 
account of his uneventful reign as subsequently he makes 
no mention of Absalom’s rebellion, and says nothing of the 
schismatical kingdom of the ten tribes erected by Jeroboam. 
David and his seed were the legitimate occupants of the 
throne, and his history is strictly limited to them. 

Verse 7.—And when the men of Israel that were on the side of 
the valley: ‘That is, Mount Gilboa is taken as the centre; and 
those here spoken of are those who dwelt in the direction of 
the main body of the valley of Jezreel; that is, west of the 
mountain.— And they that were on the side of Jordan; that is, 
who lived east of Gilboa, between it and the river Jordan. 
The two expressions takea together denote the occupants of 
the valley as well east as west of Mount Gilboa, where the 
disastrous battle was fought, and are properly condensed in 
Chronicles into the phrase “all the men of Israel that were 
in the valley.” The meaning is not, as the Authorized 
English Version would seem to imply, those who dwelt 
north of the valley of Jezreel and those who dwelt east of 
the Jordan. Neither of these were driven from their homes, 
or had any immediate oceasion to flee. But the victory of 
the Philistines had made them masters of the entire valley, 
which now lay at their mercy. And the residents of the 
cities situated in the valley sought safety in flight. 

Verse 8.—On. the morrow: The battle and the pursuit had, 
no doubt, occupied the entire day, and left no time to plunder 
the slain. 

Verse 9.—Saul’s head and armor were sent about through- 
out the land of the Philistines as ghastly evidences of the 
completeness of their victory, which was thus published as 
glad tidings (which the original word strictly denotes) in 
the temples of their idols, to whose power and aid they 
attributed their victory, and which was thus, as well as in 
other ways, made known among all their people (comp. 2 Sam. 
1: 20). 

Verse 10.—And they put his armour in the house of Ashtaroth 
or the houses of Ashtoreth. See on Judges 2: 13. Ashtoreth 
or, in its Greek form, Astarte, is the name of the female deity 
worshiped by the Philistines as well as by the Canaanites, 
Ashtaroth is its plural, and denotes the different attributes or 
aspects under which the same deity was worshiped in differ- 
ent places. The armor of Saul, or perhaps that of Saul and 
his three sons, was distributed among the various temples of 
this goddess as trophies there exhibited in her praise; as 
the captured ark had previously been taken to the temple of 
Dagon (5: 2), and as the sword of Goliath was laid up inthe 
tabernacle at Nob (21: 9). Chronicles substitutes “ their 
gods” for “ Ashtaroth,” and supplements the account in Sam- 
uel by adding, “and fastened his skull in the temple of 
Dagon ;” thus showing the final destination of his head after 
it had been carried in triumph about the country.—And 
they fastened his body to the wall of Beth-shan : Exposed his head- 
less trunk ignominiously there, as the bodies of criminals have 
in later times been suspended in public places or by thor- 
oughfares. According to 2 Samuel 21: 12, this was done in 
the “street of Beth-shan,” or, rather, the broad open square 
by the gate of Oriental towns, which was the principal place 
of concourse, and where public business was chiefly transacted. 
The body, therefore, was suspended, by hooks, probably, 
upon the wall of the city, contiguous to this square. The 
same was done with the bodies of his sons, as appears from 
Verse 12. Bethshean belonging to Manasseh (Josh. 17: 11), 





though not exclusively occupied by them (Judg. 1: 27), lay 
on the Jordan at the eastern extremity of the valley of Jez- 
reel, and thus marked the limit up to which the Philistines 
had for the time extended their sway. 

Verse 11.—Jabesh-gilead, so called as lying in the terri- 
tory of Gilead, was east of the Jordan, at no great distance 
from Beth-shan. This was the place which Saul had so 
promptly succored, in the beginning of his reign, and 
delivered from the outrageous and inhuman treatment | 
threatened by Nahash, king of the Ammonites (chap. 11). 
In grateful memory of this deliverance they rescue his body, 
and those of his sons, from their disgraceful exposure, and 
pay him their last sad token of respect by having them 
decently interred. And thus the first act of a reign, which 
began with so much promise, casts its mantle over the 
ghastly spectacle which disfigures its close. 

Verse 12.—This account is condensed in Chronicles by 
throwing out statements which the writer regarded as unim- 
portant for his purpose. He thought it of no consequence to | 
report the fact (v.10) that the bodies had been fastened to | 
the wall of Beth-shan, so that in this verse also the reference 
to that place is dropped, as well as the length of time | 
required for the men of Jabesh to reach it, they went all 
night, and the consumption of the flesh of the bodies by fire | 
preliminary to the burial.— And burnt them there: It was not | 
usual to burn bodies among the Hebrews; they were simply 
buried. The bodies of those who had been executed for | 
crime were sometimes burned as an aggravation of their 
punishment (Lev. 20:14; 21:9; Josh. 7:25). At the} 
burial of kings, at a later period, mention is made of the 
burning of spices (2 Chron. 16: 14; 21: 19), whence some 
have concluded that this is likewise meant here. The words, 
however, cannot possibly have that sense. The burning of 
the bodies is to be explained from the peculiarity of the cir- 
cumstances. These precious remains would thus be more 
effectually protected from subsequent disinterment by the 
Philistines and further profanation. It seemed also to be 
rendered necessary by the mutilation and putrefaction 
which they had already undergone. 

Verse 13.— Buried them under the tamarisk by Jabesh: Here | 
spoken of definitely as the well-known tree which marked | 
the spot. There is no discrepancy in the two narratives as | 
to the species of the tree which stood over the grave of Saul. 
Chronicles describes it by a term which is ordinarily used | 
to denote the oak or terebinth, but which is there employed | 
in a general sense for any tree whatever; as the word 
“shrub” among us is used for a particular fragrant bush, and 
for bushes in general. We learn from 2 Samuel 21: 12-14 
that the bones of Saul and Jonathan were subsequently 
removed, by David’s order, to their ancestral sepulchre, 
The burial of the bodies of the dead, and especially the care | 
to have them repose beside the bodies of their own imme- | 
diate family, seems to be naturally associated with the faith 
that these bodies shall rise again; although no clear testi- | 
mony to that effect is found in the earlier Scriptures of the 
Old Testament. The belief in the continued conscious exis- | 
tence of the departed is plainly involved in Saul’s desire, 
through the medium of the witch, to consult the disembodied | 
spirit of Samuel, whom he sought not at his grave in Ramah | 











(28: 3), as though it were some efflux from his material part 
which had been buried there, but at quite a distance away.— 
Fasted seven days: As a further mark of respect and grief. 





THE DEAD MARCH OF SAUL. 


BY CHARLES 8S. ROBINSON, D.D. 





“To-morrow shalt thou and thy sons be with me:” so 
said the solemn voice of the spectre which the witch of 
Endor in some mysterious manner had summoned from the | 
grave. And now the morrow of fate and doom has arrived, 
and Gilboa is to become a monument of the truth of Samuel’s 
prediction of speedy death and ruin to Saul. The story 
advances from this crisis with the august pomp and stateli- 
ness of a funeral procession ; each verse resembles a strain of 
melancholy music in a dead march, and at times there breaks 
jn a new catastrophe that reminds one of the muffled strokes 
of adrum. Our lessons of instruction are only reiterations, 
and are best stated in words that have been inspired. 

1. “Sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.” The 
career of this first king of Israel is now completed; his life 
is a failure; the wrong beginning has reached the fatal end. 

The parallel has more than once been drawn between the 
rejected Saul and the Roman Brutus at Philippi. They 
seem to have had a warning in very similar terms the night 
before they died. And the terrible destruction of their 
forces, the entire rout and ruin of their cause, worked the 
same maddening result; each fell on his own sword, and 
sealed his guilt with suicide. 

One thinks of the story of the scorpion, which, girded by | 
a circle of fire, coils up on itself into narrower and narrower 
folds, till when it can endure the heat no longer, it turns its 
deadly venom against itself, and buries the 
destruction in its own brain. 


sting of 
Saul knew he must die before 
nightfall that day; it was not necessary he should let him- 
self be tortured. 


2. “None of us liveth to himself, and no man dicth to 





himself.” We do not know that Saul cared much about 
others’ interests, but his guilt was visited on many innocent 
souls. 

By atradition of the Rabbis we are told that the armor- 
bearer mentioned here was named Doeg ; and the story adds 
that both of them were slain by the same weapon, which 
indeed was the one with which the Lord’s servants had been 
massacred at Nob. Just how it came about that this man 
should deem it necessary to die at such a moment and in 
such a way, we are not informed, It might be surmised 
that his loyalty, perhaps his personal affection, possibly 
even his fear, led him on into following the royal example 
with an impulse worthy of a better deed. 

But more yet do we pity the family of this wretched king. 
The record in the Chronicles says that “all his house died 
together.” They were swept mercilessly down with the fate 
of the head of their line. Perhaps they fought bravely for 
his crown and his honor. It may be they did not know, as 
he did himself, that this would do no good. Their prowess 
had been hopeless at the beginning of the battle; it was 
pitiable at the end. In the death of Saul the dynasty died, 
and their prospects perished. 

3. “One sinner destroyeth much good.” There was 
more in this catastrophe at Gilboa than an individual wreck ; 
great public interests were shaken almost as if the nation 
had been rocked by the force of an earthquake. 

Clear over the other side of the Jordan the panic of the 
routextended. The villagers rose in a frightened mass, and 
deserted their homes. They surrendered costly territory 
without an instant’s stand for defense, and suffered the 
triumphant Philistines to occupy their houses and reap their 
fields. Humiliation lay like a pall over all the land. And 
when the ghouls of war on the succeeding day came to strip 
the dead, they found not so.much as a squad of soldiers in 
the field to resist them; they tore from the royal person the 
raiment, and cut from the tall shoulders the head, and nailed 
the mutilated limbs of that once admired monarch against 
the dull wall of Beth-shan. 

It has been revealed as a principle of the divine govern- 
ment, that those who “have sown the wind, they shall reap 
the whirlwind.” But we do not always seem to remember 
that inspiration has also said, “One soweth, and another 
reapeth.” The tremendous misfortune which attends evil- 
doing is sometimes intensified by the fact that those who 
have done the sowing are not by any means the only ones 
who have to do the reaping afterwards. Saul reaped the 
wind, before he died and when he died at Gilboa; but it 
was his people that with sickles of humiliation and loss and 
shame unutterable reaped the whirlwind instead of him. 

4, “ The triumphing of the wicked is shurt, and the joy of 
the hypocrite but fora moment.” It does our hearts good 
just here to read that Jabesh-Gilead was aroused: somebody, 


| after all, was alive in the land. Years before this, Saul had 


saved the inhabitants of that town from losing their eyes ; 


| now they sent a faithful band to take reverently down from 


the spikes the bodies of the royal victims, and give them 
decent burial underground. 


And this was the type incident of hope for Israel’s future. 


| For a while, it did seem as if the Lord had forsaken his 


people. The gains of hard conquest and of honest industry 
for many an anxious season were swept away. Strangers 
were in possession of walled towns, Fields were devastated. 
Hearts were sad and half broken. Irreligion was flourish- 
ing. Obscene and idolatrous worship was offered in high 
places of the land. But Jehovah had not left his chosen 
nation yet. Saul’s head was deposited in the temple of 
Dagon ; but the son of Jesse was coming to the throne. The 
temper of the tribes was rising; we read in the Chronicles 
that “at that time day by day there came to David to help 
him, until it was a great host, like the host of God.” 

It is better always to side with the Lord of hosts, no 
matter how discouraging the present prospect. He will 
help the faithful ones to retrieve fallen fortunes. The 
wicked will soon cease to spread himself like a green bay- 
tree; soon he will be “not.” And in the new return of 
favor there will be peace if only there shall be first purity. 
When Crates the Egyptian saw the men rebuilding Thebes, 
he exclaimed: “For my part, from this time forth, I want a 
city which no future Alexander can overthrow.” 

5. “In the place where the tree falleth, there it shall be.” 
We cannot leave the story of Saul without making up our 
estimate of his life, and trying to settle the causes which led 
to his downfall. For it appears to us that here, as in the 
old case of Esau, there is the sad picture of a great lost 
chance. 

Everybody recollects now how the enthusiastic people 
lifted up their shouts when this magnificent man came to 
the throne. We could recapitulate this instant the circum- 
siances which promised so well for him in the beginning of 
his reign. But when we read the mournful tale of his end, 
we find no suggestion that anybody mourned genuinely for 
him except the generous David. He had outlived his 
welcome; no one sighed for any more of him (see Eccl. 
8:10). He lost his chance through sin (see Prov. 10: 7), 

6. “The righteous is taken away from the evil to come.” 
Under the tree .t Jabesh, Saul was buried, but not alone} 
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Jonathan was with him; in their death they were not 
divided, 


Jonathan died at the right time, not a moment too early. 
Like the good Josiah, he was gathered into his rest so that 


his eyes did not see the evil which was brought on the peo- | 


ple. He was spared the utter shame of his father’s repro- 
bation, and his brothers’ rebellion. Seven of Saul’s sons 
behaved so badly before long that they had all to be hanged: 
how could Jonathan have borne this? No: his work was 
done; while the world stands, men and women will speak 
kindly of him when they hear his name; he could afford to 
disappear now. The Germans have amotto: “To-day red, 
to-morrow dead.” Jonathan went down in an instant from 
the ruddy fairness of life and youth into the paleness and 
silence of death ; and when David came to take up the bones 
of his dear old comrade from beneath the terebinth, that he 
might lay them reverently in the sepulchre of his ancestors, 
if he dropped tears as he waited beside the tree, we should 
only say he was kinglier for his love than ever for his power. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. OLAY TRUMBULL. 


The close of Saul’s life is a very different one from what 
might have been anticipated in view of the auspicious begin- 
ning of his kingly reign. Following, as it does, in the narra- 
tive of Saul’s course, this lesson illustrates the truth that: 


SIN BRINGS A BAD ENDING TO THE BRIGHTEST CAREER. 


1. It Gives Old Adversaries New Power (vs. 1, 3, 4). 

2. It Involves the Innocent in its Consequences (vs. 2, 5, 6). 
3. It Disheartens the Lord’s People (v. 7). 

4. It Rejoices the Enemies of God (vs. 8-10). 

5. Yet It Cannot Blot Out Grateful Memories (vs. 11-13). 


L IT GIVES OLD ADVERSARIES NEW POWER. 


Now the Philistines fought against Israel: and the men of 
Israel fled from before the Philistines (v.1). The Philistines 
were no stronger now than when Saul’s host smote them 
“from Michmash to Aijalon.” But Saul was weaker now, 
because he had not the strength which God gives to those 
who trust him, and who show their trust by doing as he 
directs. An enemy which has been subdued a score of times 
in the path of one’s duty, can easily vanquish one who goes 
outside of that path to give it battle. Many a man who 
began his career by doing valiant service against intem- 
perance, or dishonesty, or immorality of some other sort, has 
finally fallen a victim to that very vice, simply because he 
would not continue to battle it in divinely given strength. 
It matters not how often a man has shown himself superior 
to any particular temptation, if he turns away from God that 
very temptation may overpower him to his utter destruction. 
To be permanently proof against the power of the Philis- 
tines, one must have some other support than the mere name 
of an Israelite. 


2 IT INVOLVES THE INNOCENT IN ITS CONSEQUENCES. 


And the Philistines slew Jonathan, and Abinfflab, and Melchi- 
shua, Saul’s sons. . . . So Saul died, and his three sons, and 
his armor-bearer, and all his men, that same day together (vs. 2-6). 
Certainly Jonathan was a true and noble man; yet he fell 
with Saul, involved in his father’s overthrow. And there 
were other innocent ones who suffered with the guilty in 
that defeat. So it is always. The consequences of sin are 
sure to bring suffering to those who have done no wrong. 
A man can sin all by himself; but he cannot bear alone the 
consequences of his transgression. Those who are linked 
with him by blood, or by affection, or by business or neigh- 
borhood or church relations, are sure to have a share in the 
shame and sorrow caused by his going astray. Ofte. indeed, 
the greater suffering comes to the innocent rather than vo the 
guilty, as a result of one’s wrong-doing. If a man were 
ready to meet all the immediate personal consequences of 
his sinning, he ought to be kept back from transgression by 
the thought of its terrible results to those whom he loves, and 
who are innocent of all participation in, or responsibility 
for, his crime. 


% IT DISHEARTENS THE LORD'S PEOPLE. 


When the men of Israel that were on the other side of the valley, 
and they that were on the other side Jordan, saw that the men of 
Israel fled, and that Saul and his men were dead, they forsook the 
cities and fled (v. 7). A man’s personal influence never seems 
to be greater and more wide reaching than when it shows 
itself in the effect of his fall through wrong-doing. A min- 
ister may work on quietly for good, in his out-of-the-way 
corner of the world, and never seem to reach any who are 
beyond his limited parish; but let him once be guilty of 
some flagrant act of wrong-doing, and the telegraph and the 
printed page will be at the Devil’s service to make the con- 
sequences of that sin tingle the cheeks of lovers of the Lord’s 
cause in every intelligent community throughout the land; 
and multitudes who never before had heard of that man or 
of his doings will be saddened and disheartened at the 
thought of his fall. And so it will be with all the “minis- 
ters’ sons” and “ deacons’ daughters” in their life course. 
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Whatever doubt there may be as te their imfluence through 
their well-doing, they may be sure of a power for evil if they 
go astray. In fact, the same may be said of every other 


man’s sons and daughters, and ef the fathers and mothers of | 


those children, also. Their evil-deing wil! be a sure cause 
of disheartening to the Lord’s people 


4 FT REJOICES THE ENFMIES OF GOD. 


When the Philistines . . . found Saul and his three sons fallen 
. « « they cutoff his head, and stripped off his armor, and sent it 
into the land of the Philistines rewnd .aheut, to publish it in the 
house of their idols, and among the peonle (vs. 8,9). The more 
prominent a man has been im the service of God, and the 
higher has been his place as 2 representative of God’s cause, 
the more his fall rejoices the enemies of God. “I told you 
so,” is the cry of many. “ That is the way with all of them,” 
is yet a commoner cry of the sneering opposers of (tod’s 
cause. And the proof of a good man’s fall will be sent into 
the land of the Philistines round about, and it will be pub- 
lished in all the houses of idolatry, and at every corner gro- 
cery far and near. If aman decides to turn away from God, 
he can be as sure of gladdening the hearts of God’s enemies, 
as he is of discouraging the hearts and staving the hands of 
the people of God by his misdoing. 


5. YET IT CANNOT BLOT OUT GRATEFUL MEMORIES. 


When the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead heard of that which the 
Philistines had done to Saul,-all the valiant men arose, and went 
all night, and took the body'of Saul, and the bodies of his sons, 
from the walls of Beth-shan, and came to Jabesh (vs. 11, 12). 
Saul had saved the right eye of every man of Jabesh-gilead ; 
and the men of Jabesh-gilead couldn’t forget that. When 
the right arm that had rescued them hung powerless against 
the insults which God’s enemies heaped upon the lifeless 
body of the old champion of Israel, all the valiant men of 
Jabesh-gilead were ready to rise up and risk their lives to 
evidence their gratitude in the rescue and honoring of the 
body of their deliverer. And there is comfort in the thought 
of such sure gratitude for well-doing as is evidenced in this 
incident. A good act, a generous act, an act of unselfish 
fidelity to a friend, or of devotedness to a great principle, 
will not be forgotten; it cannot be lost. Even the tyrant 
Nero had flowers strewn in his bloody grave by some one 
who remembered gratefully a good side of his character, or a 
good act of his life course. Our best deeds will be remem- 
bered to our credit by those whom they benefited, even 
though our well-doing be sadly shadowed by our subsequent 
transgressions. 





TEACHING HINTS. 
BY M. C. HAZARD. 


“So Saul died.’ These are the significant words of the 
present lesson. They are the words that are emphasized in 
the golden text: “The wicked is driven away in his wicked- 
ness; but the righteous hath hope in his death.” The end 
of Saul’s career is inexpressibly sad and full of warning. 
Saul began his reign so promisingly—he ended it so 
wofully! Though-he started out so well, he died as the fool 
dieth. He brought his fate upon himself. His death stands 
in contrast to the death of the righteous. How did Saul die? 

1. Saul died impenitent. To the last Saul was rebellious. 
No warning that he ever received caused in him any godly 
sorrow for sin. He fought desperately against the will of 
God, when it was made known to him, but never fought 
against his own will. He never changed his attitude toward 
God, and, hence, God could not change his attitude toward 
him. In his last straits, when his “heart greatly trembled” 
because of the mighty army that had been gathered against 
him by the Philistines, he turns to God, not in repentance, 
nor in faith, but to learn what the issue of the battle is to be. 
And because God answers him not, he resorts for information 
to one whom, in his better days, he would have driven in 
righteous indignation out of the land (28:8). Unable to 
learn anything of the future from the consecrated servants of 
God, he seeks a knowledge of his fate from unholy sources. 
Thus Saul illustrated, with new meaning, Samuel’s decla- 
ration to him: “ Rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft.” His 
consultation with the woman of Endor shows what his spirit 
was to the last. One of the reasons given for the judgment 
that came upon him was the fact, that he asked “ counsel of 
cne that had a familiar spirit, to enquire of it; and enquired 
not of the Lord.” (1 Chron. 10: 13, 14.) 

2. Saul died forsaken of God.—Saul “ enquired of the Lord,” 
but the Lord would not hear him. As is intimated in the 
closing quotation of the previous paragraph, Saul’s “ enquir- 
ing of the Lord” was no enquiring at all. In the same way 
is there a good deal of praying that is no praying atall. An 
arrow of itself is nothing—it takes a bow drawn to its utmost 
to send it skyward. Prayers and “enquiries” are of no 
avail except as the heart in the utmost stretch of its faith 
sends them heavenward. So Saul was not heard of God 
because he did not inquire aright. Had his been the inquiry 
of a penitent, we may be sure that his lightest whisper would 
have been heard. But his was the cry of one merely who 
dreads the anguish of his punishment. And to that the ears 








of God are deaf. “But ye have set at nought all my counsel, 
and would none of my reproof: I also will laugh at your 
calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh.” Saul was 
forsaken of God, because he so persistently had forsaken God. 
God, so ready to hear now, may turn a deaf ear by and by! 
“ Behoid, now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the day 
of sal ¥ation.” 

3. Saul died in defeat.—“ The men of Israel fled from before 
the Philistines.’ There was no occasion for this defeat 
except that which was in Saul himself. The odds were not 
so great as when Moses was leading the children of Israel, 
the Egyptians behind, and the Red Sea beforethem. They 
were not so great as they were at Jericho when Joshua was 
the leader. They were not so great as they were, when Gid- 
eon confronted a hundred and thirty-five thousand Amale- 
kites with but three hundred men. The Philistines con- 
quered, not because of their greater number, but because 
God was not with the Israelites. The men of Israel were in 
that condition predicted by the Lord, when they should 
“go out one way” against their enemies, and “flee seven 
ways before them.” On the part of the Israelites, the whole 
affair was a retreat, rather than a battle. It was one of the 
bitter elements in the cup that Saul had to drink, that the 
Philistines were so signally victorious; for he must have 
anticipated in some measure what would be the consequences 
to Israel. Asa result of their victory, the Israelites lost to 
them the northern part of their country. “They forsook 
the cities and fled; and the Philistines came, and dwelt 
in them.” 

4. Saul died in despair.—Because of the terrible words of 
Samuel at Endor, Saul went into battle already half killed. 
“To-morrow shalt thou and thy sons be with me” were 
words that took away from him all hope and all courage. 
He knew that the battle would go against him, and he knew 
that he and his sons would not survive its issue. He felt not 
so much the-power of the Philistines as he did the power of 
God, against which he had so long and so vainly struggled. 
He realized that God, who would so willingly have been his 
friend, had become his “enemy.” He was fighting aguinst 
One who was mightier than all the Philistine host. Sore 
wounded in body by the archers, and more sorely wounded 
still in soul, Saul, to escape the mocking of his enemies, falls 
upon his own sword, and dies the death of a suicide. His 
last thought was the avoidance of temporal shame! To 
escape that, he hurries into judgment instead. He feared 
men, who could kill the body, more than God, who is able to 
destroy the soul. As aman sows shall he reap. Asa man 
lives so shall he die. There can be no exultant ending of 
life (“I have fought the good fight,” etc.), except the life 
itself has been so spent as to ensure it. Paul, who once was 
a Saul, has shown how a true soldier of the cross could die, 
when the Philistines of his day seemed to be triumphant. 

5. Saul died, and his sons with him. Jonathan, the pious 
and generous prince, as well as the proud and wicked king, 
was slain upon that day. He and his brothers fell nobly 
fighting. The innocent were involved in the punishment of 
the guilty. It is the eld sad story, continually being 
repeated, of the sin of one bringing sorrow, shame, and 
death to others. No man can sin, and take all the conse- 
quences upon himself. The innocent children of the drunk- 
ard, or of the criminal, bear the suffering and share the 
reproach that properly wholly belongs to the father. It 
should be, and doubtless was meant to be, a restraint upon 
the passions of men, that they cannot indulge them with- 
out blighting other lives than their own. : 

6. Saul died, to the triumph of the enemies of Israel. Saul did 
not escape the indignities which he feared. When his body 
was discovered, his crown and bracelet were plucked off by 
an Amalekite (2 Sam. 1:10); his head was cut off, and 
fastened in the temple of Dagon (1 Chron. 10: 10) ; his armor 
was stripped off, and put in the house of Ashtaroth ; and his 
headless trunk, together with the bodies of his sons, nailed 
to the wall of Beth-shan—in excelling imitation, perhaps, of 
what was done to the body and to the armor of Goliath of 
Gath (1 Sam. 17: 54; 21:9). The Philistines “published ” 
his death “in the house of their idols, and among the 
people.” Thus they exulted over Jehovah, and gave praise to 
their gods. To them it was as if Dagon had given them vic- 
tory over their worst foe. On account of their triumph they 
strengthened themselves in their gods. Hence, the death 
of Saul brought dishonor upon the God of Israel. Those 
who are professed, but not true, followers of Christ, bring dis- 
honor upon his namé, both in their lives and in their deaths, 

7. Saul died, honored for what he formerly had done. There 
are three pleasant gleams that lighten the terrible gloom of 
Saul’s death. The first is the fidelity of his armor-bearer, 
who would not slay his master, and who would not survive 
him. The second is the rescue of the bodies of Saul and his 
sons by the men of Jabesh-gilead. This dangerous and 
chivalrous deed was undertaken because of the grateful mem- 
ory in which the people of Jabesh-gilead held Saul for sav- 
ing them from the terrible fate with which they were 
threatened by Nahash the Ammonite in the very beginning 
of Saul’s reign. His interposition in their behalf never had 
been forgotten. There was but one mird as to what was 
incumbent upon them te do—“all the valiant men arose,” 
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ete. And having secured the bodies, they burned them so 
that they again could not be made mock of, buried the bones 
under a tree at Jabesh, and then fasted for seven days. Grati- 
tude for a former good deed now secured to Saul this 
tribute to his memory. The third is the sorrow that is 
shown by David over the death of Saul and Jonathan. The 
Amalekite who comes to him with the crown of Saul in his 
hand, hoping to secure his favor with the lie that he had 
killed Saul, was himself immediately slain because he had 
dared, as David supposed, to lift his hand against the Lord’s 
anointed (2 Sam. 1: 14,15). He sends messengers to the 
men of Jabesh-gilead to thank them for the kindness they 
had shown to Saul. And how tender is his song of lamen- 
tation! Not a single word in it would cause one to think 
that it was composed by one who had been persecuted by 
Saul almost unto death. In the presence of death, David 
remembers only that which was good in the dead. His 
eulogy of Saul was a eulogy of what Saul once had been— 
the catalogue of his later offenses David wiped out of his 
memory as with a sponge. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 


BY FAITH LATIMER. 


Saul’s last battle—While Saul was with his army hunting 
David, the Philistines were getting ready for another battle 
against Israel. When David killed Goliath, whose did he 
say was the battle? Not one word like that do we hear from 
Saul’s army; they were not trusting in God, and when the 
enemy came, in panic and fear they were driven before them 
up the steep side of a mountain, many pierced by arrow and 
spear, and many falling dead in the way. Right on the 
Philistines went, trampling on the dying and the dead, pur- 
suing those who fled from them. There were four men in 
all the army of Israel whom they wanted to kill or capture. 
One was a tall man, head and shoulders above the rest, 
probably his shining helmet and armor plainly showed him 
in the hurrying crowd. Whatwas his name? Three of his 
sons fought with him, one of them the brave generous friend 
of David, who was he? 

Killed and wownded.—Soon word was shouted from one to 
another—the king’s three sons are all slain. How glad the 
Philistines were—the fierce battle went on, thicker and more 
swiftly shot the flying arrows close and closer to the escaping 
king. Some went in the joints of the coat of brass or the 
strong armor, or beneath the helmet an arrow struck piercing 
his body—wounded and bleeding, he was ready todie. His 
three sons were dead, his people fleeing, himself dying. 
Where was the young soldier who killed the giant? He 
might have helped him if he could have come in the name 
of the Lord of Hosts. Did Saul deserve his help? Was 
there one word of sorrow for his sins, one cry to God for 
help or pardon? When he was “sore wounded,” did he 
remember the words of Samuel, “ Because thou hast rejected 
the word of the Lord, he hath also rejected thee”? He 
made one strange last request, but not to God; to his armor- 
bearer he said, “ Draw thy sword, and thrust me through |!” 
He was afraid the cruel heathen Philistines would torture 
and kill him; for he said, “lest they come and thrust me 
through and abuse me.” Was he afraid they would treat 
him as he had treated the king he brought in chains, proud 
of such a prisoner? The armor-bearer would not kill his 
king; would it have been right for him to do it? Saul 
wanted to die; he took a sword, and threw himself on it, and 
he died. Was thatright? Thearmor-bearer did the same; 
he did not want to live after his king was conquered, 
wounded by enemies, dead by his own hand, so he killed 
himself. Was that right? How had Saul used the sword 
before? With it he had slain many of the heathen as God 
commanded ; but he disobeyed when he spared their king; 
he used it against God’s servants, the priests, because they 
had sheltered and helped David when Saul hunted him. So 
Saul, his three sons, his armor-bearer, and the guard who 
had been around him, were all dead. 

After the battle —The next day the Philistines went to strip 
the dead; to take weapons, earrings, girdles, or garments, 
anything they could gather which had belonged to the men 
lying so still on the mountain sides and fields. Among the 
dead they were rejoiced to find the four men they had meant 
to kill. Who were they? How they gloried in taking 
revenge for all the victories against them! What did David 
do with the giant’s head? Do you suppose the Philistines 
had forgotten? They cut off Saul’s head, and sent it around 
to be gazed at in the houses of their idols and among the peo- 
ple. They took off his suit of armor, and put it in the tem- 
ple of Ashtaroth, one of the greatest of their gods. His body, 
without the head, they hung ona wall in a public place, and 
in a row, the bodies of his three dead sons, all to be hooted 
at as they hung in sight of all who passed by, or came toglory 
over their victory. 

Buried.—In most of the cities of the Israelites there was 
fear and flight, for the people left their houses and cities, and 
the Philistines came and lived in them. But there was one 
city which Saul once saved; and the people came at night, 
took the bodies from the wall, burned them, se the Philis- 
tines could never find them, and then gathered the bones and 





buried them all under a tree, and wept and mourned seven 
days. 

David.—Was he glad when he heard the news? He 
knew he was to be king; that he need no more hide in caves 
and rocks. See his lovely forgiving spirit; he wept and 
mourned, and said of Saul and Jonathan, “They were lovely 
and pleasant in their lives.” He wept for his noble friend, 
and said, “I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan.” 
Do you find hope for Jonathan in our golden text? Washe 
not righteous? Which part of the text applies to Saul? 
Was it only his body, driven away in his wickedness? 





QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE. 


What deaths are recorded in connection with the battle of 
Gilboa? (Title.) How does the death of the righteous differ 
from that of.the wicked? (Golden Text.) 

Give a brief account of the death of Samuel and of Nabal. 
(1 Sam. 25.) What is the significance of this story in the 
sacred history? Relate the incident of Saul’s preservation 
at Hachilah. (1Sam. 26.) Howis the former chapter related 
to this? (Comp. 25: 39; 26: 10.) How did David serve his 
own nation, while protected from Saul and safe from the 
inroads_of the Philistines? (1 Sam. 27.) What helpers had 
Saul to look unto when the battle of Gilbéda was pending? 
(1 Sam. 28.) Whatterrible declaration of wisdom was then 
illustrated ? (Prov. 1: 24-27.) Where was David in this day 
of battle? (1 Sam. 29.) How did his condition contrast with 
Saul’s? (Prov. 1: 30-33.) What advantage was David 
gaining? (1 Sam. 30.) How much more successful was the 
king than the jndges had been in battle? (1 Sam. 31:1; 14, 
47, 48, 52.) What was the nation learning? (Deut. 4: 39; 
11: 23.) How long after Saul’s visit to Endor was the battle 
of Gilboa? (1 Sam. 28:19.) Point out and describe the 
battle-field. Does, or does not, the penalty of our disobedience 
fall alone upon our own heads? (v. 2.) Did Saul die at his 
own hand, or at the hand of a stranger? (vs. 3,4; 2 Sam. 1: 
1-16.) Who followed Saul’s example in his last act? (v. 5, 
6.) Is he to be commended, or blamed, for it? Was Saul, 
in any measure, responsible for it, or was he not? If we are 
responsible for all deeds resulting from the influence which 
lives after us, at how late a day must the general judgment be 
fixed? How great was the advantage gained by the Philis- 
tines? (v. 7.) When did they learn its fullness? (v. 8.) To 
what indignity was the Lord’s anointed and the pride of 
Israel subjected in death? (vs. 9, 10.) How did the inhabi- 
tants of Jabesh-gilead obtain a special blessing through the 
man of God’s choice? (vs. 11-13; 2 Sam. 2:46.) Why, 
probably, did they show Saul this respect ? (1 Sam. 11: 6, 9.) 
Why did they burn the bodies? What eulogy has been 
written upon Saul? (2 Sam. 1: 17-27.) In what form of 
composition was it written? What virtues of Saul does it 
set forth? What is the chief lesson we should learn from 
Saul’s history ? 





BLACKBOARD HINTS. 





FROM THE THRONE TO THE TOMB. 
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THE BATTLE WAS SORE AGAINST SAUL. 











HINTS FOR LESSON HYMNS. 


“Lo! on a narrow neck of land.” 

* When our heads are bowed with woe.” 
“Sinner, oh, why so thoughtless grown.” 
“ The angel of the Lord.” 

“Father, I know that all my life.” 
“Courage, brother, do not stumble,” 





ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 
BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL. 


In almost every respect except the form of narration and 
the language, the matter and incidents of this lesson can be 
paralleled throughout by writings and occurrences not Ori- 
ental. In the first verse a modern or Occidental account 

vould simply say that the Philistines made an (or the) 
attack on the Israelites, and ihe Israelites could not face 
them, but fled ; and that many fe!! killed or disabled in Mt. 
Gilboa. The word rendered “slain” includes the severely 
wounded, or the disabled, as well as those killed outright. 





The same word occurs again in verse 8 (“strip the slain”), 
and shows that the battle-field plunderers did not necessarily 
wait for a man to be dead before taking his spoil. All this 
is by no means peculiar to an ancient or an Oriental battle 
or battle-field, as multitudes of survivors of the American 
civil war can testify. 

But in verse 3 the language (in the original) has to employ 
a periphrasis to show that Saul was hit by bowmen’s arrows, 
and not by darts or javelins. “The shooters (or, throwers it 
might mean in proper connection), men with the bow, 
reached him,” is the full expression. The word for shooters 
or throwers would seem to be a military term, including all 
the light-armed who fought with either javelins or bows; 
and the qualifying phrase in the text was necessary in order 
to give the precise facts in the case. The word for “hit” 
likewise, meaning strictly “ found,” is happily chosen in the 
Oriental idiom, and expresses both the range of the shot and 
the difficulty or hazard in reaching the mark. 

All ancient history is full of the use of the javelin and 
the bow in warfare ; the bow at longer, the javelin at shorter 
distances, first in advance of the charge of the heavy-armed 
with spears, or the hand-to-hand conflict of the short 
sword. Itis probably the long range, and the execution 
done by the multitude or shower of missiles (sometimes so 
thick as to obscure the sun itself from the combatants) that 
gave the name of artillery, which properly means an archer’s 
equipment, first to the machines for hurling missiles, and 
afterwards to cannon. 

The South African missionaries and the frontier settlers of 
the United States can tell of the effectiveness of the bow and 
arrow, though less of its destructiveness when in massed 
and rapid fire. For the later we must read ancient history. 
The javelin is still used in Africa, as perhaps the most effec- 
tive weapon; and the Arab spear is, for effect, perhaps a 
cross between the heavy spear and the javelin. Many will 
remember how a certain Zulu chief, in wars against both the 
native tribes and the Boers, revolutionized the whole art of 
warfare by making it death to his soldiers to throw his 
weapon, and forcing his men to attack and fight at close 
quarters. The Rev. Mr. Lindley, of South Africa, on a visit 
to America some twenty-odd years ago, used to tell how once 
this chief changed his tactics, when the Boers had intrenched 
themselves within a circle of their wagons surrounded by a 
fence of the terrible impenetrable thorns of the region. 
After sundry unsuccessful attempts to get through, all was 
quiet for a while, when suddenly a shower of javelins and 
shorter bladed weapons, arose outside the whole ring, and 
came down, point first, inside. By that volley were killed 
all that the Boers lost in the whole fray of several days. 

If we are to judge Saul’s armor-bearer by the light of 
ancient history, his fear to slay Saul arose chiefly, though not 
solely, from the fact that he would be suspected of having 
slain Saul from a design to grasp the power himself, and 
would thereby be exposed to death himself. The same 
reason would operate in causing his suicide after that of Saul. 
Unless they had been separated in flight, and scarcely even 
then, it would never do for him to survive Saul. It would 
probably be death any way for him, unless he should desert 
to the Philistines, which a man of proper bravery would 
doubtless have counted worse than death. And asto capture 
by the Philistines, the disgrace (abuse) and torture would not 
be preferable, even toa coward. We should not look upon 
the suicide of either Saul or his armor-bearer in the light of 
a cowardly escape from ordinary difficulty, nor judge it so 
harshly as that of a common suicide of the presentday. We 
should remember that even in America, and quite 
fresh in our recollection, too, the soldiers friend has 
moret han once looked upon his death with relief, as a happy 
escape from a military prison. After the massacre of Wyom- 
ing, those who witnessed the torture of their friends in the 
night on the other side of the river, would have been glad 
had death come in to prevent such unspeakable shame and 
misery. And the Assyriansculptures and the Egyptian paint- 
ing show us that the ancient tortures practiced by the nationsof 
ancient civilization and barbaric splendor were not less cruel 
and shameful than those of the American Indians. Indeed, 
there are regions of the earth still, where, in not infrequent 
exigencies, suicide is far more desirable than any other course, 
except to one whose principle and courage are of the proper 
height. Of course it is not intended here to apologize for 
suicides, much less to justify them; but such considerations 
must be looked at if we would see Saul’s situation perfectly, 
and learn what moral strength may be required of us. Nowa- 
days, it is quite possible that a man in not the half of Saul’s 
perplexity might think that his lot was such as had fallen to 
no other man, and feel perfectly justified in adopting Saul’s 
remedy, even though he might not consider the matter as 
falling in the same class with the alternative often presented 
of saving one’s own life or that of another, of saving one life 
to the abandonment of another, or of the euthanasia as a (still 
unrecognized) medical expedient. 

The hanging of the heads or carcasses of the dis- 
tinguished slain, whether enemies or traitors of high rank, 
upon the city wall, is still to be seen sometimes in Turkey 
and Persia. The commonest place is over and about the city 
gate, so that they can be seen from the outside, 
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PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 
BOOKS. 


Westminster Lesson Questions. ritin r. Philadelphia 
Presbyterian Board of Publicatice, Price Lax months, 5 cents. 


The Caged Linnet; or, Love's Labor Not in, 3 By Stanley Leathes. 
sae, nee ated, pp. 228. New York: bert rand Brothers. 
rice 4 


Marjorie’s Probation: Chapters from a life story. By I. S. Ranking. 
re — pp. 224. New York: Robert Carter and Brothers. 
*rice 


Translations. (English Verse.) Edited by W. J. Linton and R. H. 8tod- 
sre. ié6mo, pp. xivi, 336. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 
rice, $1.00. 


The Little Learner's Question pees, Ge ies. By Mary J. Capron. Pelou- 
et Series. Part lil. 1éme, pp. . Boston: W. A. lide & Co. 
rice, 15 centa, 


Ballads and Romances. (English Verse.) Edited by W. J. Linton and 
H. Stoddard. ié6mo, pp. xx, 351. New York: Charles Scribner's 
ns, Price, $1.00. 


be Ae a of Jesus: A book for the young. By the Rev. James 
lis, M.A. 16mo, naerates, pp. 361. New York: Robert Carter 
and Brothers. rice e, $1.5 


An Epitome of English History, with questions for examination 
8. Agnes Kuminer. Revised by A. M. Chandlee. i6mo, pp. 149. 
New York: A. 8. Barnes & Co. 


Elements of Surveying and Leveling. aw Charlies Davies, LL.D. 
+ ta 94 by J. Howard van Amringe, A «+ Ph.D. 12mo, pp. viii, 374, 
New York: A. 8. Barnes & Co. 


Textbook of Popular Astronomy, for the use of colleges, academies, and 
high schools, By he rg G. Pock, Ph.D., LL.D. 16mo, illustrated, 
PP. vi, 320. New York; A. 8. Barnes & Co. 


Voices of the Good Shepherd and Shadows of the Great Rock. By the 
author of Morning and Midnight Watches. 16mo,pp.9. New York: 
Robert Carter and Brothers. Price, 75 cents. 


Life of Martin Luther. By Julius Kostlin, with illustrations from 
authentic sources, Translated from the German. 8vo, pp. xvi, 302. 
New York: Charles Scribner's Sons. Price, $2.50. 


A History of Ancient Sculpture. By Lucy M. Mitchell. With numer- 
ous iinetreinone, including six plates on phototype. 4to, pp. xxx, 
766. New York: Dodd, Mead, & Co. Price, $12.50. 


Second French Book, after the natural or Pestalozzian method for 
schools and home instruction, By 7. H,. tent a M., Ph.D. 
16mo, illustrated, pp. 94. New York: S. Barnes & Co. 


A Narrative History of King Philip’s War and the Indian Troubles in 
New england. By Richard Markbam. (Minor Wars of the United 
States.) iémo, illustrated, pp. 352. New York: Dodd, Mead, & Co. 


Mosaics of Grecian History: The historical narrative, with numerous 
illustrative poetic and prose selections. By Marciug Willison and 
Robert Pierpont Willson. 12mo, pp. xviii, 544. New York: Harper 
aud Brothers. 


The Publishers’ Trade List Annual, 1883: embracing the latest catalogues 
of publishers and manufacture; preceded by a verbatim reprint of 
The Publishers’ Weekly record of books issued from July 8, 1882, to 
June 30, 1883, with a complete index, etc. New York: F. eypoldt. 





BOOKS FOR THE HOLIDAYS* 


As the Christmas season approaches, holiday publica- 
tions become more numerous and more various. The 
present week has brought a swelling tide in all the 
departments of holiday literature. 

It will be remembered that one of the better holiday 
books of. last year was the edition of Dante’s Inferno, 
with Doré’s illustrations, issued by Cassell, Petter, Gal- 
pin, & Co. This year, the same firm, under its new 
name of Cassell & Co., publishes a companion edition of 
the Purgatory and Paradise, with the same artist’s illus- 
trations, The text is, of course, that of Cary’s transla- 
tion, with critical and explanatory notes. This volume 
is even a better example of the work of Doré than was 
the Inferno; for while the Purgatory, equally with the 
Inferno, affords opportunities for that display of the 
grotesque and the terrible in which Doré’s genius found 
its greatest success, the Paradise offers examples of the 
softer and more tender conceptions which were less often 
portrayed by the sweeping pencil of the famous French 
artist. The Purgatory and Paradise is, of course, uni- 
form with the Inferno, and its fine heavy paper and bold 
typography make it an excellent volume for the draw- 
ing-room table. 

The illustrated edition of Sir Samuel Ferguson’s poem, 





* Pur mony and Paradise. Translated by the Rev. Henry Francis 
Cary, MA from the original of Dante Alighieri, and illustrated with 
Se? hedieet of M, Gustave Dore. \Quarto, gilt edges. New York: 
Caasell & Oo. 
The Forging of the Anchor: A poem by Sir Samuel Ferguson, LL.D. 
Illustrated. Square vo. New York: Cassell & Co. 
A Little as Among the Old Masters. With introduction and by 
ment b w. . Howells. Oblong 8vo. Boston: James R. Oagood & Co. 
ice, 
Blue om Red; or, The discontented lobster, By J. H. Ewing. Illus 
trated by R. Andre. 4to, colored, New York: E.andJ. B. Young & Co. 
plea 8 Teovehts in Song andStory. By Louise Dumaresque Blake. 
ustrated by Wilson de Meza. 4to. New York: Cassell & Co, 
hronicle of the Cid, Excited with an inaredivetion and ap endix. 
oo Markham, and illustrated with upward of fift ¥ designs Dy 
Mev ickar and Alfred Brennan, 4to, pp. 313. New York: 
Mead, a 


Stories Pr the East from Herodotus. By the Rev. Alfred J. Church, 
M.A. With illustrations from ancient frescoes and sculptures, 16mo, 
pp. 299. New York: Dodd, Mead, & Co. Price, $1.50. 

pe Phillip’s War. By Richard Markham, i2mo, illustrated, pp- 

New York : Dodd, Mead, & Co. 

y.: 8. War with Mexico. By Horatio 0, Ladd, A.M. (Minor Wars of 
the Uaied States.) 1lémo, illustrated, pp. 300 New York: Dodd, Mead, 
&¢ 


van of-War Life: A boy's experience in the United States Navy, By 
Charies Nordhoff. Square 8vo, illustrated, pp. xv, 335. New York: 
Dodd, Mead, & Co. Price, $1.50 

The Rollo Books. By Jacob Abbott. 12mo, 14 vols., in case. New 
York: T. ¥,. Crowell & Co. 

Abbott's American History. 
York: T. Y. Crowell & Co. 

rt Jonas Library. By Jacob Abbott. t6mo, 6 vols. New York: 

» ¥. Crowell & Co. 

“Ty he Lucy Library. 

. ¥. Crowell & Co. 

eae a Tour in the iy By D. C. Eddy, D.D. 12mo, 6 vols. New 
York: T. Y. Crowell & € 

Edited Mrs. C. M, Means. samo. gilt edges, pp. 
vite Facog! Lee and Ghepara, Price, in box, $1.25. 


By Jacob Abbott. 12mo,8 vols. New 


By Jacob Abbott. 1émo, 6 vols. New York: 


Words of Hope. Edited by Mrs. C. M. Means. 16mo, gilt, pp. vi, 256. 
Boston: Lee and Shepard. Price, in box, $1.2. 


Thoughts. Bdited by Mrs. C. M. Means. 16mo, gilt edges, pp. 
vil bane fossen: Lee and Shepard, Price, in box, $1,25. 


A oouree of lectures on the Lord’s Prayer. By 
The Mode wins i oun. Kilt edges, pe 8. Boston: Lee and 


BSepard. Price, 
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| the Old Masters, that the half a hundred pictures which 





The Forging of the Anchor, is an English representative | first printed about thirty years ago, and has sold steadily 


of that class of illustrated hymns and poems which is 
best represented in America by the fine series of Lee 
and Shepard. The illustrations to the Forging of the | 
Anchor are the work of more than half a dozen hands; | 
and, consequently, there is an inequality in the execu- 
tion, which is a little unfortunate. The picture of 
“sobbing sweethearts in a row” aims at the pathetic 
and hits the absurd; while that of Undine is unjustifi- 
ably nude. As a-whole, the volume is not a success. 
We have the assurance of Mr. W. D. Howells, who | 


supplies notes and comments to A Little Girl Among | 


| 
| 
} 





he introduces to the public are the unaided work of a 
little girl of ten years, whose sensitive spirit caught and 
reflected, in these drawings, the spirit of the Old Mas- 
ters, whose works she saw in last year’s trip abroad. 
From this standpoint, these spirited drawings, though | 
rough in execution, show an artistic precocity which is | 
simply wonderful. The little book which contains them | 
resembles in shape and size a child’s oblong drawing- 
book. One page is devoted to each illustration, and 
Mr. Howells’s comments run through, in interleaf, in a | 
bold script. 


The pictures are not copies of famous works | 
of art; but are rather memory and inspiration from 
these. This is a book which is heaftily to be com- 
mended to children of artistic tastes. 

If the book last mentioned was by a child, the next 
two are specially for children. Blue and Red; or, The 
Discontented Lobster, with verses by Miss J. A. Ewing 
and illustrations in color by R. Andre, is a child’s book 
of more than ordinary merit. It comes from the presg 
of the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge; and 
it would seem as if both text and illustrations had been 
made with the special purpose of educating children in 
the appreciation of color. The text is a story, but this 
is made the basis of suggestions as to color, which find 
illustration in the colored pictures. The title-page 
shows the design of a balance, with a blue-uniformed 
sailor and a red-uniformed soldier, in the balanced scales. 

Children’s Thoughts in Song and Story, by Louise 
Dumaresque Blake, is a medley of poems, printed in 
color, and of tinted pictures. Both the poems and the 
pictures are flung upon fields of various neutral shades. 
The illustrations are pleasant, and the poems are cheer- 
ful. 

Binding of pale gold yellow, a charging war-horse 
caparisoned in scarlet, and a gilt knight with spear in 
rest, are the outward signs which distinguish Mr. Rich- 
ard Markham’s edition for boys of The Chronicle of the 
Cid,—“ that glory of the Lord,” as the old historian 
termed Rodrigo Diaz, whose story is told in this volume. 
The legend of the Cid is a tale of the struggle between 
the Moor and the Christian in Southern Europe, and it 
reads like the romance of Roland or of King Arthur, 
save that it is much more a matter of history than the 
exploits of the British or of the French hero. The 
healthy chivalry of the story is well interpreted by the 
numerous illustrations from the hands of H. W. Mc- 
Vickar and Alfred Brennan. 

Professor Alfred J. Church is already well known to 
English and American boys as the author of stories from 
Homer, stories from Virgil, and stories from the Greek 
Tragedians. This year Professor Church adds to his 
series of classical stories a yolume of Stories from the 
East, from Herodotus. There i$ no single Greek or 
Latin writer whose stories take a firmer hold upon boy- 
students than do those of the gossiping old Father of 
History; their simplicity, their earnestness, and their 
naturalness, and often, it must be confessed, their 
unnaturalness, are the very qualities which most easily 
command attention from the boyish mind. Professor 
Church preserves the Herodotean atmosphere very well 
in this volume of stories, which, like stories from the 
Tragedians, is illustrated by reproductions in color of 
ancient frescoes and sculptures. 

To the Minor Wars of the United States Series, the 
present season has added two volumes: one, King 
Philip’s War, by Richard Markham, belonging to the 
seventeenth century; and the other, the War with 
Mexico, by Horatio O. Ladd, of the University of New 
Mexico, to the present century. Mr. Markham’s volume 
is a bright compilation, with free quotations from the 
writings of the early chroniclers of the New England 
colonies. The War with Mexico is not so attractively 
written as King Philip’s War; but its style is clear and 
has considerable vigor. Mr. Ladd writes calmly, but 
distinctly condemns the policy which led to the Mexican 
War. 

Mr. Charles Nordhoff’s Man-of-War Life, a story of a 
boy’s experiences in the United States Navy, belongs to 





the scanty naval literature of American boys. It was 


since; but the present edition has been supplied with 


| illustrations, and reset in large and handsome type. 


The story is one which boys will find interesting; but, 
under the changed conditions which a generation has 
brought, in ship-building and ship-handling, not to 
speak of revolutionized methods of fighting, it isa story 
of the past rather than of the present. 

Mention ought here to be made of a new edition, 
though not from new plates, of the Abbott books, which 
may fairly be said to have held a unique place in 
American child-literature. The present edition, which 


| is from the house of T. J. Crowell and Company, is made 
| into neat sets, each series being packed in a separate box. 


Thus, the fourteen famous Rollo books form a set by 
themselves, as do the eight American History volumes, 
the six Jonas Stories, and the six Lucy Stories. There 
has been an immense development of child-literature 
since the busy writer of the Rollo books laid down his 
pen; and the Abbott books no longer hold their former 
pre-eminence. But while a great deal of what Jacob 
Abbott wrote has gone out of date, no well-informed 


| American child should be wholly ignorant of his writ- 


ing, though their acquaintance should extend no farther 
than to the Young Christian, and the Way to Do Good. 

The same firm also publishes a new edition of Walter’s 
Tour in the East, by the Rev. Dr. D. C. Eddy. This 
is comprised in six volumes, referring individually to 
the territory centring round Athens, Constantinople, 
Damascus, Samaria, Jerusalem, and the Nile. This set 
of volumes is still eminently readable; and, indeed, it 
might, with a fair show of reason, be claimed as a 
worthy predecessor of the Boy-Traveller and Zigzag 
Journey series. 

Among holiday reprints of religious books, the new 
editions of Golden Truths, Words of Hope, and Living 
Thoughts, all favorite books of devotional compilation, 
by Mrs. C. M. Means, deserve mention. Each of the 
three volumes is bound in a pale green, with a spray of 
blossoms flung over the cover, and is enclosed in a card 
box. Uniform with these is a new edition of the Rev. 
Dr. George C. Baldwin’s The Model Prayer, an exposi- 
tion of the Lord’s Prayer. The four volumes are neatly 
printed on good paper. _ 








WORK AND WORKERS. 


CONVENTION CALENDAR. 
Fourth Triennial International Sunday-school Convention, 
Louisville, Kentucky....... denim cadpaaidbvencensne -June 11-13, 1884 








WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


— At the twenty-sixth annual convention of the New 
Jersey State Sunday-school Association, the following 
list of officers was elected for the years 1883-86: Presi- 
dent; the Rev. Dr. J. Lyman Hurlbut; vice-presidents, 
the Rev. L. T. Shuler, the Rev. P. M. Doolittle, 
Mr. R. W. Woodward, the Rev. J. W. Swain, and the 
Rev. A. J. Pierson, for the first, second, third, fourth, 
and fifth districts respectively; recording secretary, 
Mr. William L. Plume; statistical secretary, the Rev. 
Samuel W. Clark; and treasurer, Mr. Walter M. Patton. 
An executive committee was also elected. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


—It is announced that the Rev. Dr. J. M. W. Farn- 
ham, secretary of the Chinese Religious Tract Society, is 
preparing a list of the schools for Chinese in the United 
States. Dr. Farnham would be glad if those in charge 
of such schools would send information concerning them 
to his address at Newton Centre, Massachusetts. 


—A missionary of the American Sunday-school 
Union rejoices in the privilege of having held the first 
religious service in a village on the Black Hills division 
of the Northern Pacific Railroad, October 7, where he 
organized aSunday-school. There being neither church, 
school-house, nor public hall, the meeting was held in 
the dining-room of a boarding-house. A young man 
had written to him of the sad burial of a woman, as fol- 
lows: “One of the saddest events of my life occurred to- 
day. A young married lady, who has been a consistent 
Christian all her life, died. We traveled seventy-five 
miles to find a minister to conduct the funeral services, 
but could find none. It was sad, indeed, and has made 
an indelible impression on more minds than one. We 
buried her on the broad, wild prairie; there was a large 
company of men present, but only two women.” It need 
hardly be said that the Sunday-school missionary was 
welcomed in that place. Hereafter, the Sunday-schoo] 
will be held every Sunday. 
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BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week. The 
regular edition this week for subscribers is 51,000 
copies. Advertisers are free to examine the sub- 
scription list at any time. The advertising rate 
is 60 cents per line, with discounts of from 5 
per cent. on two insertions, to 50 per cent. on an 
advertisement running ayear. During Novem- 
ber and December over two hundred thousand 
(200,000) extra copies will be printed. The 
average circulation will therefore be at least 
75,000 copies per week. These extra copies will 
not be sent out all together, in one or two great 
editions, but will be distributed as evenly through 
the weekly isswes of the months named, as the 
demands of the subscription canvassers will 
permit. Re 

HORSFORD’S ACID PHOSPHATE 
FOR OVERWORKED PROFESSIONAL MEN. Dr. 
Cuas. T. Mircuexy, Canandaigua, N. Y., 
says: “I think ita grand restorer of brain 
force or nervous energy.” 





THE WELL-SPRING FOB 1884— 
Fifty dollars in eash will be paid for the 
three best articles in the Well-Spring. For 
particulars send to Rev. A. E. Dunning, 9 
Congregational House, Boston. 


ONE OF THE MOST USEFUL IN- 
ventions of the age is James Pyle’s Pearline 
Washing Compound, and judging from its 
extensive sale, it is safe to infer that house- 
keepers, generally, appreciate the fact. 


PERSONS IN NEED OF SUNDAY 
School Supplies of any description can obtain 
them by inquiring ef D. C. Cook, Chicago, 
Ill, whose publications are renowned for 
their quality and cheapness. His immense 
stock of Holiday Goods will meet the wants 
of all interested in the Sunday school, and no 
one should fail to consult Mr. Cook’s large 
illustrated Holiday Catalogue, sent free on 
application. 





“T HAVE BEEN USING IN MY PRAC- 
tice for the past two years Horlick’s Food for 
Infants. It has proved the most satisfactory 
and beneficial of anything of the kind I have 
ever used.”—E. W. Aiken, M. D., Concord 
Square, Boston. “Ibegan the use of Horlick’s 

.. Food for Infants in the Foundling Depart- 
ment of Charity Hospital, Cleveland, Ohio, 
in the spring of 1878, and was very much 
pleased with its effects. Since then I have 
used it largely in private practice, and find it 
superior to all other preparations of the kind. 
I use it for infants both in sickness and health, 
and believe it to be the nearest perfect of any 
infant food now prepared.”—~A. J. Gawne, 
M. D., Sandusky, Ohio. Book on treatment of 
children sent free. Horlick’s Food Co., 
Racine, Wisconsin. 








SPECIAL NOTICES. 
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to do hard work without suffering. @ none but 
this. 
EDUCATIONAL. 
EDIA (Pa.) . ACADEMY for YOUNG MEN 


MAND BoF8. 


Swithi ortlidge, A.M. 

( Harvard College graduate), 2.6, Sher and Principal. 
w.J. Academy, B _ N.J. 16 ator gol lofty 
or business. Payment ove 





reoms; kind home; good 


terms to to clergymen. _Prin., tb Allen, m, SAC .) 
WEST CHESTNUT 8 a iT TE, 
A Home School for Sept i Children, 
Eleventh year begins Se pt foe, at estnat St. 


West Philadelphia. key 


J. A. 
NEW Gaenniae 


CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC 


yrutsiee uno ilities for instruction in 
ano, Organ Vises Veice, ail Orchestral i~ 








crpmont and Tuning. Inthe Art Dep 
r Drawing, Painting and jrodceine. In ~ 
ern Languages, German, onch. and Italian. 
with the best native toachere.’ +: ng ish B gnenes, 
Common and Higher. In the ege of Oratory 
ip ecal Technique, Breese tion, Heqterical 
ratory, Dramatic and Lyric Art. e New 


come excellent beard and Aa, furnished rooms 
can to $75 per term of ten weeks. 
Tattion from $5 te a tor ten Socks im classes of four. 
Private Lessons in any Department. New Calendar, 
utifully illustrated, sent free 
ETO URJEE, Director, Franklin S¢., Boston. 
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THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
1s THE 
CHEAPEST AND MOST RELIABLE 
PUBLISHING HOUSE rox 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARIES, 
PAPERS, PERIODICALS, 
and all Sunday-scheel S 


Se@ Specimens of papers and estabemnen sent free on 
application. 


1122 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 





CHRISTMAS 


of $2.00 per hundred copies. 


years, viz. 


centseach. Address, 


A new Christmas Exercise, of a simple, scriptural character, entitled “God’s 
Gifts,” has been prepared by Mr. James H. Flint, author of “The Glories of the 
Christ Child,” etc., and will appear soon in The Sunday School Times. This Exercise 
in pamphlet form is now ready for sale, and will be mailed to any address at the rate 


The five Christmas Exercises that have been so widely used within the past few 
: “The Wonderful,” “The Gift of Gifts,” “The Glories of the Christ 
Child,” “The Gift by Grace,” and “ Christ All and in All,” will each be reissued at 
$2.00 per hundred copies. Samples of any of these Exercises will be mailed at five 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher. 725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


EXERCISES. 





FOF, 


THE HOME CIRCLE 


188+. 





ANNOUNCEMENT. 





The Journal and Mess 
MAGAZINE OF THE DAY. 


‘The Danse Serial, 


ners Gaciieh May wae number, is a thrilling 
ome entitled 


KATHLEEN, 


written by the very popular English author, 


ees Giberne, 


illustrated by engravings. A series of practical 
—~t— on subjects of are great importance, by 


Prof. J. G. Richardson, M.D., 


who occupies the Chair of of yee in Philadelphia's 
most famous medical theme ought to 
interest every family in the the land— 


Domestic or Household 
Hygiene, 


upon which topic he is eminent as authority. This 
series sane is well worth the subscription price of the 


The World’s Great Cities, 


im a series of interesting and valuable articles by 


Rev. Philip Berry, 


whose opportunities for information and observation 
have been unusually favorable, and by 


Mrs. W. F. Bainbridge, 


whose “ Around the World Letters” has 
gained such well-deserved _ prpaiast , and whose 


says of the Hom® Crrcie: “ It is probably, taken all in all, rH BEST FAMILY 
hoever reads it for a'year will have acquired a vast amount of information, besides 
 pamneen great pleasure from its perusal.” Some of the special features for the coming year will be as 





Sbility in this line is thoroughly y recogn 


Prominent Biblical Scenes, 


each to be accompanied by excellent \eatasen. illus- 
trating the places and people described in the several 
articles, which will be prepared by 


Rev. J. M. Stifler, D.D. 
In every number, attention will be given to 
Natural History, 
with full-page engravings, and descriptive articles. 
General Articles 
on current topics are already in hand from 
George Dana Boardman, D.D., 
Rev. John Humpstone, 
and others of experience and recognized ability. 


Short Stories 


will give pleasing variety from month to month. 


The Juvenile Department 
will be made in every way attractive. 


Fancy Work 


will receive attention from an experienced person of 
taste and good judgment. 


Puzzles and Tangles 
will be regularly found in good variety and quality. 


The Editorial Department 


will be alive, vigorous, abreaat of current thought and 
popular movements, 





PRICE, $1.50 PER YEAR. 





THE HOM 


which it has thus far successfully main 
of the place it aims to fill. 


has a place peculiarly its own. In literary merit, in the variety of its articles, in its moral and reli 
and in y mechanion! excellence, there will not be any abatement from the high position taken at its beginning, 
tained. Our aim isto make THe Hom® CIRCLE in every way worth 


> Ome. 


ious tone, 


y 





We will send a copy of Tae Home Crrcie free 
us four NEW subscribers to the magazine for 1884. 
BER and DECEMBER, 1883, FRE 


SPECIAL OFFER: 


from November, 1883, to the close of 1884, to any onesending 
tn addition to this we ‘will send the two numbers, NOVEM- 
, to all NEw subscribers whose names are received before December 1, 1883. 


AMERICAN BAPTIST PUBLICATION SOCIETY, 


1420 Chestnut Street, PHILADELPHIA; 256 Washington Street and 10 Tremont Temple, BOSTON; 
151 Wabash Avenue, CHICAGO; 9 Murray Street, NEW YORK; 1109 Olive Street, ST ST. LOUIS, 





THE ATLANTIC MONTHLY 


FOR 1884 


Will be of the same sterling and varied excellence as 
aac ving the best Serial wo Stories 


Poms, sk hes, Poetry, Cri of 
t Timely Topics. 


THE ATLANTIC WRITERS 
include, besides many others, 


J. G. WHITTIER, T. W. Hicernson, 
Oo. W. Hormzs, E. L. GopKIn, 
Dr. Wern Mifemmeut, Sakau ORNE JEweErt. 
E. C. 8St=pMaN, Joun BuRROVGRS, 
W. D. Howntis, Epwakrp EVERETT Hatz. 
Henry Jamxs, J2., Lucy Larcom, 
PHILLIPS Brooks, JouN FISK, 
RiIcHARD GRANT WITS, F. MARION CRAWFORD. 
T. B. ALDRICH, H. H, 
Horace E. Sctppzgs, CELIA THAXTER, 
Ross Txray OCooxs, Epeoar Fawcrrt. 
Cc. D. WARNER, 
S@ Tue ATLANTIC furnishes in the course of the 


year as much ay as is contained in Twenty 
Ordinary Books 300 pages each. 





TERMS: (4.00 a year, in advance, postage free. With 
superb life- rtrait of HAWTHORNE, EMERSON, 
LONGFELLOW, BRYANT, MITTIER, LOWELL, oF 


HoLMEs, $5.00. Additional portraits, $1.00 each. 





Remittances should be made by money-order, draft, 
or registered letter, to 


HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN, &CO., 


4 PARK ST., BOSTON, MASS. 


Teese K i STORE 








10 Bibie House, New York. 
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Uz 


PREPARE FOR XMAS! 


NEW MUSIC, 1883. 
The Holy Child, 


CHRISTMAS SERVICE Be- 6. A superior 
and entirely new Service of Scripture and Song by 
Rev. Ropexrt Lowry. TheSelections are admirable, 
and the Songs have all been written for the Christmas 
time. 16 pages. 


Price, $4.00 per 100; 5 cts. each by mail. 


Christmas Annual No. 14 


Contains beautiful Carols by favorite authors. An 
abundant supply of songs for any Christmas festival. 


Price, $3.00 per 100; 4 cts. each by mail. 


tle 
Our Christmas Cantatas 
Are acknowledged to be the best ever issued. 
“SANTA CLAUS,” “THE NIGHT OF 
GLORY, A, “TMMANUEL.” 25 cts. each ; 
words only, 5 cts. each. 


Christmas Anthems 


From 5 te 10 cents each. 
Im A Fuli Catalogue sent on request, 
BIGLOW & MAIN, 

76 East Ninth Street, | 81 Randolph Street, 
NEW YORK. CHICAGO. 
NEW. CHRISTMAS CAROLS. —Shout the 

Gled Tidings,” Fr. Schilling, 
Bear of Faith and Love,” 


o a Star w Shining.” Fr. Schilling. . ® 
° Advent, 

















from, and 


“ Remember Jacob Abbott's sensible rule, to give chil- 


dren something that they are growing up to, not away 


keep down their stock of children's books to 
the very best.” 
Classic Juveniles. By Jacon ABBOTT, “The 
Prince of Writers tor the Young.” 
American Histories for Youth. 8 vois., — 10. 00 
The Rollo Books. 14 vols.,l6mo. . . 14,00 
The Jonas Books. 6 vols., 16mo. .. 00 
The Lucy Books. 6 vols., \6mo. 6.00 
The author of the Roto Books is well 
known wherever the English language is 
spoken, and his books have become standard 
classics in the domain of children’s literature. 
It isa part of every child’s education to become 
familiar with them. 
A MOST —— AND VALUABLE WORK 
F REFERENCE. 
A Dictionary of Quotations from the Poets ; 
based upon Bohn’s edition, with numerous 
additions from American authors. Care- 
fully revised and corrected, with index of 
authors and chronological data and a con- 
cordance index to every passage in the 
volume. Introductory preface by R. H. 
Sropparp. Crown 8vo, 768 pp., $2.50; 
interleaved edition, $3. 50. 
Especial care has been taken to insure accu- 
racy of text, the copy having been compared 
with author's text before putting in type, and 
again verified by comparing the ae -sheets 
with the original text, so that each quotation 
has been verified, not only by the compiler, 
butalso by an expert employed for this purpose. 
Popular Poets. Crowell’s Favorite L[llus- 
trated edition. With designs by Taylor, 
Merrill, Woodward, Schell, Gifford, Gar- 
rett, Hayden, and other eminent artists. 
Printed on fine calendered paper, bound in 
attractive style, for holiday gifts. Sq. 8vo, 
ilt edge, $2.50 per vol. Aurora Leigh; 
Goethe's Faust; Mrs. Browning; Lady of 
the Lake (with’ notes); Robert Browning 
(selections) ; Lucille; ‘Schiller ; Favorite 
Poems; Tennyson. 
The illustrations for these volumes are 
ae of especial mention, having been 
repared at great expensé, a large | proportion 
of t em engraved by George T. Andrew, whose 
work on “ The Cambridge Book of Poetry ” 
adds so much to its value. The paper, print- 
ing, and binding are also first class in all 
respects, and no effort has been spared to make 
this series attractive and popular. 


A MOST ATTRACTIVE VOLUME FOR A 
HOLIDAY GIFT. 

The Cambridge Book of Poetry and Song. 
Iilustrated by the best artists. Printed on 
fine calendered paper, bound in faultless 
style. Contains many selections found in 
no other compilation. 8vo, cloth, gilt, 
$5.00 ; half morocco, $7. 50; full morocco, 
$10.00; tree calf, $12.00. 

a sale by all Booksellers, 
- CROWELL & CO., 


% Astor Place, New York. __ 


CHRISTMAS: MUSIC. 


“It Came Upon the 
ANTHEMS. Geo. yes arren ag 8 


Anthem vice mae 


No. 2, Danks, 25 
Voices,” Holden, @ cts, } at 8, Service 
wanger, 40 cts, 

“The Lord is Light,” 
OFFERTORIES. Joun & ee 
Offertory Sentences, Danks, # cts. “The Watontul 
Shepherds,” Williams, 4 cts. “I will Arise” (sen- 
tence). Williams, 20 cta. 


TE DEUMS. 82" Unison Te Deum and Jubilate, 

Geo. Wm. Warren; also by Jos. 
Mosenthal. Te Deum in 3G, by Waud; in'G, by Danks; 
in C, by Warren, 25 cents each. 


C AROLS Eleven Carols by Dudley Buck, and 
* others. Christmas Service, Danks. 

Alzamoras Collection, 5 cents each. Grace Collection 

(seven carols), 20 cents. Send for complete list. 


WILLIAM A. POND & CO., 
25 Union Square, Nev York. 


New Christmas Music 
FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


Star of Hope, » 


A beautiful 


Cc. and M. FROELICH. 


16 vo, prion, Se. sack 5c, each ; 59°, P omy ae 
DONT FAIL TO. TO EXAMINE THIS SERVICE. 


HULL'S “swe (883, 


» Boer per doen; 02.20 ber wanaree 
Specimen Copy of both, 10 cents. 


tt Annual bother tie 
~! Seek. PES pgganes on our a. 8 your 


__Aooress, ASA HULL, 240 Fourtn Ave., nee York, X. Y. 


‘The Latest Sunday morning Sermons 


Rev. C. H. § SPURGEON 
Rev. DR. TALMAGE, 


@ ised by Sama! Portrait and Plogrephy of come Eminent 
Person ; notes gn | the unter School Lesson; an Exposition 
of Untuislieg Bropheer A nepcoten, a en a Thrilling Serial 

















a 
CHRISTIAN "HERALD 
am TNiwD sta NSO OUR mB SIRES. 
addneme, THE MANAGER & Bible t fe lowe, New York 
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BLISHED BY 
W. A. WILDE é CO. % Bromfield St., Boston. 
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USE THE | 


GRADED HELPS 


PREPARED BY THE 


Am, Baptist Publication Society, 


FOR 


BAPTIST SCHOOLS. 
NEW ISSUES. 


IN THE SERIES: 
THE BAPTIST 


SUPERINTENDENT. 


A new quarterly journal prepared exclusively for 
superintendents, containing general articles by lead- 
ing Sunday-school worleere: Hotes and Queries rela- 
tive to school management, Scripture and Song Ser- 
vices; outlines of closing talks on the lessons, with 

blackboard suggestions; Quarterly Review Plans; 
Practical Hints and Helps; Notices of Books, new 
and old, for the superintendent; and other valuable 
matter. Kdited by Dr, C. R. BLACKALL, 


Price, 25 cents a year. 








SENIOR QUARTERLY. 


A new and elegant Quarterly for the adult classes, 








36 pages. Attractive and complete. Nothing better | 


in the market, A. J. ROWLAND, D.D., Editor. 


TERMS: Single copy,7 cents. In packages of five 
and upwards, 6 cents per copy, making $6.00 per 100 
for three months; $12.00 per 100 for six months ; §24.00 
per 100 for twelve months. 


THE 
PRIMARY QUARTERLY. 


new and cheeses Gunate Questeciy. for primary-class 
papas. Pictures on every page. Every desirable fea- 


TERMS: Sin gle copy, 5cents. In p packages of five 
and upwards, 2'5 cents per copy, making $2.50 per 100 
for three months; $10.00 per 100 for twelve months. 


“CHILDREN’S PICTURE LESSON.” 


aa Send for sample copies of all our lesson heips. 
None better or more complete in the worid. 


AMERICAN BAPTIST PUBLICATION SOCIETY, 
PHILADELPHIA, BOSTON, NEW YORK, 
CHICAGO, ST. LOUIS. 


\{/ HAT SHALL WE DO 
WITH OUR DAUGHTERS ? 


Superfluous Women, and other Lectures, 
By MRS. MARY. A. LIVERMORE. 


Price, $1.25. 














“Earnest, sensible and elevating in tone, 
these discourses express with sincerity and 
power the best thought of the day regarding 
the momentous topics with which they deal, 
and will long be a beacon light to guide the 
aspirations of the future.’’— Boston Traveller. 

“Mrs. Livermore’s book is something to be 
glad of, and will always have an historic inter- 
est as marking the evolution of an existing 
social question,””— Boston Transcript. 

Sold by all booksellers, or mailed on receipt 
of price. 


LEE & SHEPARD, Publishers, Boston. 


NEW BOOKS. 


Wearyhoime, by Emily 8. Holt. - - $1.50 
The Present Truth, Spurgeon. - - 1.00 
Arnotonthe Parables, - - - 1.75 
Wells onthe Parables, - - ~- 1.50 
Kathleen, by Anes Grserng, - - 1.50 
Poppies and Pansies, by Marsnat, 1.50 
A.L.0.E. Library. New edition. 16mo. 
Crimson cloth, 50 vols., wood case, net, 28.00 








A Bag of Stories, by A.B. Warner. -  .75)| 


Stephen, M.D. Miss Wanner, - wep Ke « 
Nobody Loves Me and Olive’s Story, - 1.00 | 
Miss Prudence (DrinkwaTeER), - 160 


ROBERT CARTER & BROS, 


530 Broadway, - New York. 


*,* Any of the above (except A. L. O. E. Library) 
sent by) mail, postage prepaid, on receipt of the price. 


L® AR Y’S OLD BOOK | STORE, Ninth and | | 


ket Streets, Philadelphia. 
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: r Saget Ne —eenatamceetient 

| A VOLUME WHICH FAIRLY RIVALS ALL OTHERS IN THE FIELD. OTHE BESTTHOUGNTS OFTHE BESTTHINKERS,” 
| THE GREATEST LI 
| 


THE CAMBRIDGE BOOK OF POETRY AND SONG, | FES one 


| An elegant volume of poetical selections, from English and American 
authors. Collected and edited by CHarLotrse Fisker BaTxs, com- 
piler of the ‘‘ Longfellow Birthday Book,” ete. With steel portrait 
of Longfe!low, and 16 full-page {illustrations from original designs by 
Church, Dielman, Fredericks, Fenn, Gifford, Murphy,Schell, Smillie, 
| and others. Engraved by George T. Andrew. Over 900 pages royal 
| 8vo. Cloth, full gilt, $5; full moroeco, gilt, $10.00; half morocco, gilt 





son, Panam Dy and many others, 
e represented in tue pages of 


‘Littell’s Living a 


During the fort Rpm of its publication THE Lrvine 
| AGB has met with continuous commendation and suc- 
| cess. In 1884 it will furnish to its readers the produc- 
tions of the most eminent authors, above-named and 
many others; embracing the best Serial and Short Ste- 
> y Leading Foreign Novelists, and an amount 


| Unapproached by any other Periodical 
in the world, of the most valuable Literary and Scien- 
tific matter of the day, from the pens of the foremost 
Essayists, Scientists, Critics, Discoverers, and 
Baitors, representing every department of Knowledge 
Tue Livine Acris aweekly magazine giving more than 
THREE AND A QUARTER THOUSAND 

| double-column octavo 


} in an inexpensive | Pong en 5 at A 
THOMAS Y. CROWELL & CO., {3 Astor Place, New York. | ens matter, with ed of owing to its weekly 
| CHAUTAUQUA. THE C.L. S. C. 


| issue, and with asatisfactory completeness attempted by no 
shor publication, the best Essays, Reviews, Criticisms, 
es. 
The CHAUTAUQUA LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC CIRCLE is a “College” for one’s own home; for any one | fife, Bi 
who can read English with ease, old and young. Busy housekee 





top, $7.60; tree calf, gilt, $12.00. 
* A very valuable and very attractive volume.”—Literary World. 


“ Full and accurate indexes make this a complete as well as beautiful 
velume.”—New York Observer. 


“ Especially valuable for its liberal selection from the mimer poets 
who do net figure in previeus anthologies.” — EZ. C. Stedman. 

“ Miss Bates is known asthe best compiler inthe country. I shall 
give the volume an honorable place in my library.”—John @. Whittier. 


“We have looked through the volume pretty carefully, and believe 
| that it is one of the best collections of English poems te be found in the 
language.”—Chicago N. W. Christian Advocate, 








es of Travel and ee att 7 A Poetry, Scien- 
ical, py and Political Information, 
from the entire body of Foreign Periodical Literature. 








rs, mechanics, farmers, tradesmen, college | 
geacues, ministers and Jawyers, » phy sicians, and accomplished ladies are enrolled in it. Several of the men wie only eatistactorily fresh and OMPLETE oo 
ore are over sixty years of age. mong the. 40,000 names enrolled the majority are betweep 20 and 40 years. | lation of an in e current literature, — indispen- 
Fer information concerning the C. L. 8. C., address Miss K. F,. KIMBALL, Plainfield, N. J. | sable because it embraces the productions of 
CHAUTAUQUA. Spare Minute Course, No. 1. THE ABLEST LIVING WRITERS 
Here is a course of short readings for farmer boys, factory girls, shop boys, and ve vey le gene’ in all branches of Literature, Science, Politics, and Art. 
Sunday-echool teachers t end | pastors and foremen in  thetories } io vereabie service insuciing tives um = Opinions. 
1eir care to ta! urse of reading. “ 
The C es UA SPARE MINUTE Coun, No. 1, comprises =  Ppowine: of Ard £4 no egal to Tw Living oon Bein 4 
F ae xo Here teri Now, he Bin, College Series Tracts, No. 47, The Ocean, 5¢.; No. 16, The Rain, 5c.; | Its pages are pa ond to keep any reader abreast with 
Beat : ; e Sun, 5c. ; No, 15, The Moon, 5c No. 25, The Stars, 5c. Total, 30c. the best printed thoughts of the best of our contem- 
4. Read ngs n Travel and Art.—Home College Series’ Tracts, No. 48, Two Weeks in “the Yosemite, | 
o. 50, Ten ys in Switzerland, 5c.; N 


writers. . It is the Brest eclectic of the world.” 
0. 3, Se.; No. 10, A Liang wt 
be’: No. BLArt in the Far Wd Egypt. o. rt in Egypt, éc.; No. 45, The Euphrates ia. 


—£ nscopal Register, Phil 
Total, 30c. | 
3. Readings in Biography .— olle “kt be 


ome 9 e Series Tracts, N Villiam jpeare, 
| Jonn'Miiton 5e.; No. hington Irving, 5c. . Aly _— paceticenapnpe 


becomes more and aan necessary, as well as val- 


0. 75, Daniel Webster, 6c. Total | . as the field ‘te — Biterature broadens. . 
4. Readings on ye Subjects.—iiome College Series Tracts, No. 69, ‘Heading and and JPendicze, Ge. :| 0 “Tt Socpteken tn cae meee than ye youre vigor. It 
ae ‘ee. Chantanqua ‘Text-Bo0 tg og eh Penmanship, Sc. ; No. 36, from Words- has become indispensable.”” — New York Obse 
Good anners, . ical 
Exploration: or, How to Study the ‘bible, 108 Total. ae auiauque Text-Book, Ka —— rom the first it has snstained the highest character. 


ann receipt oft p> nna Lg above named will be a b 
reading, on receipt of six cents, postage stam J Miss K. F. Kimball, Pla iT » 
be sent. This course is entirely free Rarkes ~ Rename othe. — nicgcem} —" 


2 ‘om sectarian bias, and di ned for all classes of peo sy" 
___For tracts and books on this course send to PHILLIPS & HUNT, 80. Broadway, New York. Sead vo ay Chur Cy 2 PARSE ee 


| off Chu: York. 
Nother p riodical gi diversified a view of 
A MARVEL OF CHEAPNESS.; FUNK & WAGNALLS’ “raph Ara aby aerate a pl 
(10 and {2 Dey St., New York) Br 


es, and serial romances of the day. . It is for readers 
NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


of Legh ane or purse the most convenient and 
(Just ready.) 


TRAPS FOR THE YOUNG. 


fue result of ¢ of current criticism, philosophy, science, 
By ANTHONY Comstock. $1.00. 


Its readers are — lied with the best literature of the 
mail. Toan rson campleting this course of | day. . There is nothing noteworthy in science, art, liter- 
phy, philosophy or religion, that cannot be 











CASSHLL’S 


FAMILY MAGAZINE, 


| and | ate og terian Banner, tsburgh. 

™ ae ts pages one, it is possible to be as well 
informed in current literature as by the perunes ofa 
long list of monthlies.” — Philadelphia Inqut 

* Whatever there is of interest in the ittera and 
Teeree world is spread before its readers. ton 


“ No reader who makes himself familiar with its con- 








a it. ico To t,t 2 of a sound literary culture.” 
ve | ~ New For ae 

PRICE, 15 CENTS MONTHLY. $1.50 OUR CHRISTMAS IN A PALACE. ah ee ee eee, cs an Toate 

Latest story by Epwarp Everetr HALE. pensabie literature.” — Chica 10 Evening Journ 
PER YEAR. ~~ Cloth, artistic binding, $1.00. “ Kemarkably cheap for the quality ‘and 2 a of 

Ready in Standard Library (paper, 25 cents). reading furnished.” — Plontveat, Gazette. 
“It is by -. the best peri in the world.” — 
(Recent issues in The Standard Library.) Morning Star, Wilmington 


American Edition commences\popyLAR LIFE OF LUTHER.) "=e tied Went at oat ein agence 
th the Jan By Profesor Buss. Paper, cia; clown, 4.00 | af, Toe a afer the cocelpt Jan Ist, the numbers of Ts 
add re aa num- |\eReEncH CELEBRITIES. == ee 
er, : 


Part Il. by ExnestT Davuper. Parr II. by JuLESs Club-Prices for the best Home and Foreign Literature. 
THE VOLUME FOR THE YEAR, WHEN 


*LARETIE. 
Each, paper, 15 cents ; cloth, 75 cents. “op T A h f 
See other issues in catalogue, sent free. our viveclous Americas monthiies, « subscriber mil fin nd 
COMPLETED, WILL CONTAIN OVER 
800 PAGES OF INSTRUCTIVE 








himself in command of the whole situation.” — Phila 
IMPORTANT WORKS NOW READY. phia Evening Bulleti 


n.) 
Joseph Parker’s Works. For $10.50 THE Livia Aczand iany one of the Amer- 











APOSTOLIC LIFE, $1.50; INNER UIFE oF Monthlies (or pth. pg By $0.56 Tae Lr Bazar) will be 
rr 2M Aer ary 1.60 | Sd the 8 Nicholas: OF Lippincorte a 
J N ar y. . H " > 
AnD ERS eSATA. see ta Morrie, DD., Of Yelena oY) oe cee OF Some pSteM 
WITH HUNDREDS OF Butler’s Bible Work. Boia od 66 Oo X FE Oo R D ey 
.G. But . 2vols. Each......... nom 
ELEGANT ILLUSTRATIONS. Spurgeon’s Treasury of David. 
ola. Gready. Each Le 
SEND 10 CENTS Meyer's Commentary. W. Campers, D.D... 2.50 Spe 
FOR Godet’s Commentar 3S 


On LUKE, $2.50; on MANS. 2.50 
Hoyt-Ward Cyclopedia of Quotations. 


ar Our catalogue free, by mail. “a 








iy 


SAMPLE COPY. 





bs 


A prospectus, giving full de- WEBSTER’S 
UNABRIDGED 


In Sheep, Russia and Turkey Bindings. 


eeu 
} 


vir 
TART 


tails of the contributions to 
appear in CASSELL’S MAGA- 
ZINE, will be sent by mail, to 
any address, on application. 


CASSELL & COMPANY, 


(LIMITED,) 
739 AND 741 BROADWAY, 


NEW YORK. _ 


is Vaunentogaity the ne J sontggee Novel 
of the season.” — National Tribune. 


E. P. ROE’S NEW NOVEL 
‘His Sombre Rivals. 


t 





TEACHERS’ BIBLES 


“We have no hesitation in enging Shel, all things 
considered, the OxXFoRD TEACHERS’ BIBLES are better 
for the Sunday-school bey oy O oan an —* hone 
which we are familiar. "—The Sunday ‘School 1 
wenn thi considered, we prefer the Sree 
ACHERS’ BIBLES to the London; and it is between 
Ww THE STANDARD. Oo Werd Peeecwes that the oe is comeene ‘x made. 
ebster—it has 118,00 ords, Say & Schoot 8, September 
ET jographical “Tt is only fair to sa: y that in the light of later exam- 
° tnd’ 3000 a eeationary nation, we have eoen no reason' to change our ex- 
- - Bike opinion that the Ox¥orRD TEACHERS’ BIBLE 
TH Standard in the Gov't Printing Office. the most serviceable for the use of the ogeey 
32,000 in Public Schools, day-school t The Sunday School Times 
Sale 20 to 1 of any other series. Feorusry 24, 1883. 


BEST HOLIDAY CIFT TEOMAS NELSON & SONS, 


Al acceptable to Pastor, Parent, eec 
Teacher Chil or Friend; for Holiday, Birth- 4a Bi ker St.. New York. 
EMBROIDERY. ¢rtea-mem 
e of Needlework, 


day, W edding, orany other occasion. 
is a com ide to all kinds of EF 
rr MBROIDERY. 


LIBRARY IN ITSELF.” 
netraction in Eexsincron, ARA- 


The latest —— A the ne quenky of matter it 
© largest volume cuondl ‘all the me new embroidery stitches, also gives direc. 


. opens é contains, is believed 

| First Edition, Twenty-five thousand copies. published. It has 3000" more Words in its vo- a Knitting with cotton twine, several 
handsome aye | win and mantle Lambrequi 
- to crochet —_ knit fifty ot 




















| a0 editi 5 cabulary than are found in anyother Am. Dict’y 

| Second Edition on the press. and nearly 3 times the number of Engravings.” Knit fifty other neefal “Point Rositea 

= ah War re on. drawn with| 6. &C, MERRIAM &CO., Pub’rs, Springfield, Macs. and Macrame Lace ace;,tieo Ru Rug Making, Tattin, &c., &c. 
rillin wer.” — ~, i justrated. post-paid; fe 

bayer = po oston Home Journal. | phe Best Practical Art Magazino® | Bel xs Outae of 10 full size. alse gme 

aa » i Story of singular force and inter- | Is The Art Amateur, which gives, monthly, from | OrUgeg ratterns, with powder. pad, #e. oe, es 

| est.”—Detreit Free Press. 4 to 44 follo pages of working designs (with ill in- #25 cts. All the above $1.00. 

din 
“ one characters are real flesh and 


structions), lilasrations, and t formation relating to Patten Phe a. 47 Rareclav St. NawVorr. 

ecorative an ctorial art. OME )RATION AND 

, and they stand out very @istinctly FURNISHING. y Expert Advice Free.) Instruction in Christmas CANTATA. 

| pefore us.”—Gelden Rule China, Oil, and Water-eelor Painting, Crayons, Wood. @nday-Sehool Christmas enter 

. pat, Etehing, etc. Art Needlework s from alten vie pene for Lt + ja 
Fer sale by all booksellers. hool, South Kensington, a specialty. Subscri a, y Sere - ~~ 

DODD, MEAD & COMPANY, aan 1.00 ayear ; | sais Somnnes. Species qe8y, 


conts only, {ou advertisement is menti Sine restts tiene ter vari varioss ‘age ages. oo se, “Ai wut asi 
ONTAGUE MARKS. Publisher, 
PUBLISHERS, NEW YORK. 23 Union Square, New York. | dcises’pavip &. COOKS 








hae aly buy). ‘none se 4ific onmsco omitted, 
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SOMETHING NEW!!! 


EVERYBODY'S MAGAZINE. 


A beautiful 16-page Gospel Paper, handsomely 
illustrated, carefully edited, undenominational—a 
great advance on the old style of Sunday-school paper 
that gets badly crumpled and soiled before it reaches 
the home. The magazine being a 16-page paper, can 
be carried with the library books or rolled, and will 
not easily soil. 

$15.00 will supply a school of a hundred for one 
year. 

75 cents will supply a class of five for one year. 

Try it for your school ! 

Try it for your class! 

Its circulation is steadily increasing, which is proof 
that it meets with the approval of Sunday-school 
people. 

Some of the FEATURES of the Magazine are short 
Gospel Stories, beautiful Illustrations, adaptability to 
the older portions of the school. A page in large type 
for very old people. Stories for the little children. 

Send for free sample. 


OUR PERIODICALS. 
~ EVERYBODY'S PAPER. 


MONTHLY. 
1 copy 1 year, post-paid, ‘ ‘ . 
5 or more copies to one address, 1 yr., post-paid, each, 1 2c. 


EVERYBODY'S MAGAZINE. 

MONTHLY. 
1 copy 1 year, post-paid, ‘ ‘ 25e. 
5 or more copies to one address, post-paid, 1 year, each, 15c. 


EVERY YOUTH’S PAPER. 
MONTHLY 
1 copy 1 year, post-paid, , A L5e. 
5 or more copies to one address, post-paid, 1 year, each, 8c. 


EVERY CHILD'S PAPER. 
MONTHLY. 
1 copy 1 year, post-paid, ; ‘ 10¢. 
10 or more copies to one address, 1 yr., post-paid, each, 


25c. 


“ 








4c. 
WEEKLY. 
10 or more copies to one address, 1 yr., post-paid, each, 16c. 
SAMPLES FREE. 

We reeeive subscriptions for any teachers’ or 
scholars’ papers, lesson leaves, quarterlies, or illus- 
trated papers published in the United States, and 
forward promptly. 

We keep in stock a full supply of Sunday-school 
requisites, and furnish at lowest rates. 

emit by Draft on New York, Money Order or 
Registered Letter, to 


.D. R. NIVER, 
ALBANY, 
46 North Pearl St. NEW YORK. 








THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY—THE LITTLE FOLKS’ QUARTERLY 


(Formerly published by The Sunday School Times.) —7@84-— (BRIGHT! ATTRACTIVE! — INTERESTING!) 
THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF and THE QUESTION LEAF. 


The character and adaptability of these helps to each department of Sunday-school Bible study, make them invaluable to the scholar, young or old. Their 
standard of excellence is of the highest order. They attract the scholar, win the attention, and keep it. Each department has the editorial care of those who are 
enthusiastic leaders in their special line of work. Order early, and so secure these admirable helps for your school. 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY costs 25 cents a year, or $25 for a hundred copies a vor. ad z sent cS; without costing subscribers anything for postage. Subscriptions are taken for three or six months 
at the yearly rate; under ten’copies, three months, seven cents each. To supply a class costs, for instance, as follows: For five scholars, one year, $1.25; three months, 35 cents; for ten scholars, one year, $2.50; three months, 
63 cents. THE LITTLE FOLKS? QUARTERLY. The Little Folks’ Quarterly costs 16 cents a year, or #6 r hundred copies a year. It is sent by mail. free of postage. Subscriptions are taken for three or six 
months at yearly rates. Less than ten copies, three months, five cents each. Send five cents forsamplecopy. L sSON LEAVES, The Weekly Lesson Leaf furnishes each Sunday’s lesson on & separate sheet by itself, 
with questions, notes, home readings, marginal references, etc. The price is $7.20 per hundred copies a year, or 60 cents a month, and the same proportionate rate for larger or smaller quantities, Orders not taken for less 
than a full calendar month. QUESTION LEAF. The Question Leaf is meeting a want long felt by superintendents and teachers who have desired to increase lesson study at home. ‘The questions are 


rinted on writing- 
paper (a separate leaf for each Sunday), aud require written answers from the scholars. It does not take the place of other lesson helps, but isa valuable supplement tothem. Price, 80 cents per hundred a month. Orders 
not taken for less than a full calendar month. H 


OWARD GANNETT & CO., Boston, Mass. 


fi54 Clotcé Vbyeeg joey —_ \BESTAIDS FOR LESSONS, 1084, 


Abbott on Acts. Illustrated 
“They have attained an immense circulation, exclusively on their own merits.’’—Rev. Joseph Cook. 
y , y P 


Dr. Fish’s Travels in Bible Lands. Lliustrate 
SELECT NOTES. 


Condit’s History of Bivle Revisions 
A COMMENTARY ON THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS 








8-8. CHRISTMAS ENTERTAINMENTS. 
Suggestions for Decorations, Enter- 
tainments and Gifts. + 
A collection of :uggestions from leading 
Sunday-school workers in various parts of 
the country, containing something ef inter- 
est to every Suoday-schoul superintendent. 
Nothing like it ever issued before. Price, 
@ Will send free te any one sending us 
a list of all the Sunday-scnoo! Superintend- 
nts in the place, AVID C. COOK, 4 
Adams street. Chicago, Ill. 


JUST PUBLISHED. 











Mills on Ancient Hebrews. 


BEST BOOKS FOR 


Mowry’s Autobiography... 








“The Nativity,” a dialogue 
| in 4 scenes, with music for 
Sunday-schools, with or without costumes. Text by 


Ray Palmer’s “ True Success..... 
Dr, Finney’s Autobiography 








P. P. Bliss’s Memoir............0...- ‘kaha Barack: OR 
Rev. W. D. Perry. Music by E. C. Rowley and 7. E. By Rev. F. N. and wi. A. Peloubet. F PRAISE 
Comba, Price ,25cts. (net); discount to Sunday-schools, {| yy _ x. ah tas o nt “: ‘ . 
Also, three Christmas Caro’s, and one Hymn, by W. W. } Vol. X. . 8yo. Cloth. Price, $1.25; Interleaved Edition, $2.00. Single copies sent prepaid on F BEST MANUALS 0 bh : . : 
Gilchrist, complete, 15c.; also each separate. Send for receipt of price. Forte 8 —_ eymaes. » —~ ndanduiin * » 
catalogue. G. SCHIRMER, 35 Union Squz New Yor . . ‘ P Murphy’s ‘Temperance Hymnal, Va ’ . OF 
—$—$—$_— = Union Square, New York The volume for 1884 ineludes studies for the first six months on Acts, James, Thessalonians, | Deem’s Coronation Songs. (Socia).) Boards......... 030 
CHRISTMAS CARDS. 1 Corinthians, Galatians, Romans (both versions side by side), and on the last six months | Bran Rienl Heeinal Halt & Lasar (oh ae aap .? 
. . rs . . * . r . . | & Lice ) I . Eali « - (UR, ) Ciotn...... i 
Size4% x 2%; nine designs, printedintencolors. Price, | 2 Samuel, Psalms, 1 Kings, 1 Chronicles, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes. The volume contains four | 
30 cents per dozen. or $2.00 per hundred. Send30cents full-page illustrations, Colored Map of St. Paul’s 2d and 3d Journeys, Map of Palestine in time | Dr. storrs’s New Psalter. Cl0th.........0s-cccsseeesseeeee OTB 
or a dozen for samples. Satisfaction guaranteed. Ad- Davi sc : 2 Prof. Hopkins’s Liturgy. ClotM...........cc.cseecseeseeseeee 100 
dress} S. OGILVI& Ot 1.31 Rose Street, New York, of David and Solomon, Chronology, class record, ete. P By 


6 DIRTH OF CHRIST,°* CHRISTMAS 
B CANTATA; “Glitter and’Gold,” cantata fer 
Sunday-schools; each, 20 cents; $1.80 per dozen; new 

Carols, 1888, 3 cents each; $2.00 per hundred, 
GOR DONS, 13 East 14th Street, New York. 
CONCERT EXERCISE sent free 


CHRISTMAS 


to any address fer a twe-eent stamp. 
Practical, reer and pleasant. ‘Address J. g 
OGILVIE & CO., 31 Rose Street, New York. 


Also, Peloubet’s Series of graded Sunday-school Quarterlies and graded Question 
Send for circular. 


W. A. WILDE & CoO., 
Ne. 25 Bromfield Street, Boston, Mass. 


PUBLISHED BY 


‘atin hat bands mailed with initials, hand-painted, | 
cts. Thompson's Art 


“NONPAREIL” VELVETEEN. The most fashion, J 
, Hartford, Conn. | able dress material. Elegant, servieeabie, inexpensive. 


Books «* Descriptive circulars or full catalogue sent on 
; application ; or copy of any book sent by mail, post- 


paid, on receipt of price, by the publishers, 
A. S. BARNES & CO., 
111 and 113 William Street, New York. 
‘Nheltenham Poultry Feed will make your hens 


lay all winter. Ask your storekeeper for it. 
CHELTENHAM Foor Co., 9044 Ludlow Street, Phila, 














THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. __ S 








_ PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES, 
at the following rates, which include postage. 
From 1 to 4 copies, ON€ YEaT.........srneeseseseseees now h. 


5 to 9 copies 
“ 





10 to 19 copies.. in . 35 be 

“20 copies or over..... we 100 
Three or six months at the same » proportionate rate, 
To the person forming a club of either grade, at these 


regular rates, one additional copy free. 

The papers for a club wil! be sent either to the indi 
Vv idus al addre ssea of the members, or in a package to 
one address, according to the preference of subscrib- 
ers. The papers for a club should all go to one post- 
office, although In cases where a portion of the 
teachers of a school get their mall matter from one 
— office, and others in the same school get theirs 
rom anothe r, the papers will be sent accordingly. 
Different schools are not to unite in the forming of a 
club, but each school should have its own club, at 
whatever price the number of copies taken entitles it. 

Additions may be made at any time to aclub—such 
additional subscriptions to expire at the same time 
with the club as originally ordered, each subscriber 
paying pro rata for the time that he is to receive the 
paper, 

The papers for a club, whether going in a package to 
one address, or sent separately to the members of the 
club, will be discontinued at the expiration of the sub- 
8c ription, 


The yellow label on each paper sent to single (not club) 
subscribers shows up to what date the pape r has been 
paidfor, If the publisher does not by th 
a request from the subscriber that the paper be discon 
tinued, he will continue to send it. Tne paper will, 
however, be stopped at any time thereafter, if the sub- 
acriber so desires, and remits the amount due for the 
time that he has received it. The papers for a club will 
be stopped at once on the expiration of the club subscrip- 
tion, unless a renewal for the same is recetved, 


Subscriptions will be received for any portion of a 
year at yearly rates. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should include 
both county and state. 


Ifa club subscription is renewed by some other per- 
son than the one who sent the previous subscription, 
such person will oblige the publisher by stating that 
the club he ee-9 ni for takes the — of the one 
formed last year by . 


FOR THE SMALLER. ‘SCHOOLS. —By a new plan, 
the smaller schools, which, on account of hav “ but 
few teachers, cannot form large clubs, have the bene- 
fit of the very lowest rate. It prov ‘ides that when 
the entire force of teachers in any school is less than 
twenty, the club rate to such school shall be $1.00 per 
copy, On condition that the order for the papers be 
ace ompanied by a statement that the number of copies 
ordered in the club is not less than the full number of 
teachers in the school. This does not 12ean that every 
teacher must actually be a subscriber, but that the 
number of copies ordered must not be less than the 
= number ofteachers. Persons who are not teach- 

rs, may be asked to join the club, in order to secure 
the required number, ny number of copies in excess 
of the required number, may be subscribed for at the 
same rate. Trachers belonging to the same household 
may be counted as ONE in making such a statement of 

number of teachers in a school. For example: If 
there are seven teachers in a school, two of whom 
belong to one household, and three to another, the 
club subscription need not be for more than four 
copies, in order to secure the low rate. 

An xtra cen cannot be given to one who forms a 
club on this plan “ for the smaller schools.” 

Enough copies of any one issue of the paper, to enable 
all the teachers of a school to examine it, w rill be sent 
a upon application, 

ifs ppore thorough Spm inetion of the paper is de- 
sired than can be had throv rece ee g specimen 
copies of asingle issue, the pu Semen will send (in a 
package to one dress) any. number of copies each 
week, for four weeks only, at the rate of eight cents 
per copy. Ten copies, for instance, would thus cost 
elghty cents for four weeks. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 27 Paternoster Row 
London, E. C., wel send The American Sunday School 
Times, post ra year, to any address in Great 
Britain, for te n shillings prepaid. The paper will be 
sold by’ all the principal newsdealers, price twopence, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, 


G00D NEWS 
1? LADIES!’ 


; Gres atest inducements ever of 

fered, Now's your time to feta up 

orders for our celebrated 

and Coffees, and secure a beante 

ml Gold roy | or Moss Rose China 
e+ Set, or Handsome Decorated 

Gold Band Moss Rose Pinner Set, or Gold Band Moss 

Decorated Toilet Set. For full Sette ulars address 

FE TEE AT AME OAN TEA CO. 
x 28% Si and Si Vesoy Be. New York. 


SAWYER’S CRYSTAL BLUE 


XN RY 
Red Top Ror. [ANUFACTORY ESTABLISHED 1858. 














Used by nearly every family in New 
England, and by all first-class laundries 
because it never spots the clothes. 

The brilliant azurine tint unequalled. 
iy. it gives a clear tint to Laces, Linens, 

Cottons, and special bright, clear tint to 
old or yellowed cloth. 


Cali for SAWYER’S Red Top Box, 
TAKE NO OTHER, 


SAWYER CRYSTAL BLUE CO., 
__BOSTON, . MASS. 


~) Tag Faiy Ww Wasm Biv “a 


| 
BARLOW’S. r Sale by 
UWOIGO BLUE) 2,5 CER cp. 


1, L. CRAGIN & CO., ROBEINS ELECTRIC 

‘ourt 
Street, Philadelphia, offer to giv e Gaeta it first- 
class sheet music, piano and vocal, gratis. Write for 
ce ireular, Mention nm this | paper. 


DID YOU EVER SEE A GREEN DAHLIA? 


After several years’ experimental endeavor in my 





greenhouse to obtain a Blue Dahlia, I have succeeded | 


in producing a Green one 


Enclose One Dollar and self-addressed stamped en- 


velope to my address, and I will send by return mail 


the secret of producing this horticultural curiosity to | 


any applicant. T. W. PENTECOST, 
Gardener and Florist, Clark’s Green, Penn. 






Manufacturer 


PLAIN AND ARTISTIC 


{RE-P. ACES 


Also rurnncee and Ranges. | 
1485 - care 


| SAMPLES fii n.2 ee | & 


CHESTNUT 8T., P 


Published weekly | 


at date receive | 


W. H. Harrison & Bro, | 
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Octave. 
Duicet, 


the pure 


$300, 





DUCED OTHER 
FOLLOW, HENCE THE IE FOLLOWISG 5 SPECLA L OFFER. 


[Vol. XXV., No. 49. 








PATTERSON ORGAN. 


WORTH $125. AS SOLD BY an bel 


ew Style 110.) Dimensions: Height, 
Ppa 42 in. Weight boxed, bs. 5 Fasten, vcatatning & 
sets of ‘Reeds, viz.: One Dia capacen, “a 2 Octaves, one Duician * 
of 3 Octaves, one ‘Celeste, 0 8 Octaves, and ~~ Sudb- na 


12 useful Stops as follows: Liapason, Du ane, Os 
Echo, Violina, Prin. Forte. Dia. For vo =e 


Subd- Bass, Trebleand Buss Couners, Improved Knee Sweil, 

Grand Or gan Swell, The Octave-Coupler is made of tem 

Steel, and cannot warp or get out of order. The case is o Wal 
nut, veneered panels, Lamp Stands, Handles on the ends, and Rol- 
Jers underneath for convenience of mo 
made of the best rubber cloth. Our patent Stop action ot the 
atest ARB’ and the tone unsurpassed for SWEETNESS VOL- 


. The Bellows are 


VARIETY. Each Organ will be accom ated ze 
TEN WARRANTY OF SIX R 

EEN DAYS’ TEST TRIAL allowed at the hoine aad 
haser before payment is required, an unquestion- 


epee emer Loire 

OUR PA ERY Aci PRICEwith SPpOL | $85 
wg ty from this advertisement. Remit b Gat 

order or express (money refunded if organ is not sa‘ 

2,5 cea from vomme Wank or respectable merchant, to the effect 


nd delivered on cars here 


with order, send a letter of ai en- 


if seen ng 
that you are responsible, and wil pay for the Organ 1 
represented, and we 1K romptl ou one for e 
aes SS acne sOMGLNS INTRODU DUCED IX EVERY 





° Offer. 








Organ, a8 above described, for SG5 net cash. 


To those who will agree to show the Organ, and assist us 
Special in making sales in their locality, we will furnish a sample 
To secure 
this special price mention this paper. 





| Address or call upon the Manufacturer, JAMES T. PATTERSON, Bridgeport, Conn. | 





ATMORE 


MINCE 


TRADE MARK. 











ANDRETHS’ 





ESTABLISHED 1842. 
SPECIAL AWARD BY CENTENNIAL COMMISSION. 


CENUINE ENCLISH 


PLUM PUDDING. 


ASK YOUR GROCER FOR ATMORB’S. 
It is prepared with the most scrupulous care from the choicest materials. 


@ CENTENNIAL © 


mSEEDeGA 
GARDENERS’ COM 


Nien. 









, costing fifteen cen 


LANDRETH 4 & SON! 


rat cE E10 CENTS. ‘The most complete and brilliantly embellished Seed Ca 


QSeokr ttanse te price. ‘This Banas Ouho8 N ‘HUNDR ROTH 

e ce, 
— Guid e for. Garden s Rar i ae oe ue 9 CENsS is ves 
S$, Seed Growers, Lock Box, Sox.Phila.Pe Pa. 








oor 


OLooNGs 





A FACT WORTH KNOWING. 


Dealing exclusively in TEAS, COFFEES, SPICES, and 
SUGARS, we can give our Customers a great advantage 
in Variety, FRESHNESS and Quality of Goods. Send 
for Price List. Please mention this paper. 
Family use or Dealer. 


JOHN | W. STEEN, 1209 Market Street, Philadelphia. 








ETERINARY SURGEON A 





that Sheridan’s 
Condition Pow- 
ders are abso- 
lutely pure and 
msg a 
table. oth. 
ing on earth 









A , now 
says that sunt ri the Horse and Cattle Fenden sold here are worthless 


MAKE HENS LAYE: 


everywhere, or sent by mail for eight letter-stam 








§. S. JOHNSON & CO 








T3 only perfect substitute for Mother's Milk. 
The most nourishing diet for invalids and nursing 
mothers, coors in all climates. Commended by 
sa ey jians. Sold by druggists. 75c. Send for Book on 
‘are of Infants. 
DOLIBE rt GOODALE & CO., Boston, Mass. 


WARREN'S Fictoure 


FLOUR 


(THE ENTIRE WHEAT.) 


The most nutritious and cheapest Flour 
| knewn,. The best food for all, in health or sickness. 
Best diet in the world for 


Dyspeptics and invalids. 
Testimonials from the most eminent Physicians in 


ALL PARTS OF THE U. S. 

| Makes the most palatable bread. Its value as a food 
| for Infants, Children, and Invalids fully set forth in 
our Illustrated Pamphl et, which is sent 

to any address, and shows the structure 

and chemical properties of wheat. 


PRICE, $7.00 PER BARREL. 


FRANKLIN MILLS CO., Cxicaco, 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS. 
aa” One Agent (a dealer) wanted in every town. “ea 


CORN STOVES and RANGES, and 
WESTMINSTER Base BURNERS, are the best. 





Fata ta tate tatatatatetatetatete® 


Crick, ‘Sprains, W renches, Rheu- 

as te Re eae Ne ey Sciatica, 
tch in the 
a Al a S$: Hy fe, Backache, Swollen Joints, 
isease, Sore Muscles, 


Pain in the Chest, and rt 
local or deep-seated, are speedily relieved ww the 
well-Known Hop Plaster. Compounded, as it is, of 
the medicinal virtues of fresh Hops, Gums, Baleams and 
Extracts, it is indeed the best pain-killing, stimulating, 
soothing and strengthening Porous Plaster ever made, 
Hop Piasters are sold by all druggists and country stores, 


25 cents or five for $1.00. H oO P i 

pri 

Proprietors and Manu- PL AST 

facturers, Boston,Mass. 
Satetetetetetetetatetats Fetats 

AE i BS LES teh beh DA, 


GIVEN AWAY 


PR. act CTD Ed for our rer 
List. We have premiums for or- 
ders from $5 to including Gold 
= Band Tea Sets, Waltham Watches. 

sete. We send thousands of these 
= orders every year, and have yet 
= to hear of any dissatisfaction from 
those receiving them. Ifany lady 
reader of this ee per wishes fora 
beautiful Gold Band Tea Set, they 
will find &t to their advantage to 
onl ee & postal for further infor- 


ATIANT "TEA, COMPANY, 


THIS NEW 
































Has a Pad differing from all 
others, is cup-shape, with Self- 
Adasting Ball incentre, adapts 
iwelfto 1 positions of the bod: 
while the ball in the cup holds 
the rupture, just as a rson 
would with the finger, With light pressure the Hernia 
is held securely, day and nicht, and a radical cure cer- 
tain. It is easy, durable, and cheap. Sent by mail, 
ireulars free, Keeieeron TRUse » Chicago, Til, 

























Say for 

















During the HOLIDAYS the ESTEY 
ORGAN will in many homes be the gift 
of glad surprise. Where once estab- 
lished it becomes the centre of refin- 
ed pleasure to the entire household. 

Send for Illustrated Catalogue. 


KNABE 


PIANOFORTES. 
| Tne Touch uel, Workmanship and Durability. 


WILLIAM MNABE & CO. 
Nos. 204 and 206 West Baltimore Street, 


Baltimore. No. 112 Fifth Avenue, N. ¥- 
SIO ETS IN = ; 


y) 


) 








SILVER BELL BANJOS 
LYON & HEALY, State ano Monroe Sr., CHICACC, 





ill send _prepaid to ony address their IMlustrated Price 
List nee test ag dared Banjos 
ust the pnatremens for Picnics, Camping Parties, Sam 


mer reat es,ete. Now the rage in best socie 
ty, Prices ) and vnowards. 


D SLIDES WANT 
8 s an Pa. 


BOXES. ES. ¢ GAUTSCHI tT & CO 
Manufacturers, Ste 
Croix, Switzerland. Salesroom: 

M 1018 Sich St., Phila. Opp. Opera House. 


‘THE MASOR 


HE MASON and HAMLIN Organ and_Pian 
largest assortment of the best and che apest organs 


















Co., Boston, New York, and Chicago, oifer the 





pea STANDARD 
Ay291e) 


SILK 


AR y OF THE 


WORLD! 


BRAINERD & ARMSTRONG'S 
Four Specialties, by Mail ; Sold Direct to Families. 

1.—Knitting Silk, any Color,75 Cents per Oz. 

2.— Waste Embroidery Sil k,40 “ 

38.— Waate Sewing Silk, 30 q 

4.— Ladies’ Spool Casket and Silk, 40 Cents per box. 
Sent by Mail on receipt of Price. If y oe wish to ane we 

more details, send 3-cent Stamp for Descrintive lar. 
THE BRAINERD & ARMSTRONG €0., 

238 Market St.. Phila., or, 469 Broadway, New Yor! 


wmeast WILSON’S 


LIGHTNING SEWER! 


housand stitches a minute. he only 

Be a Eo first-class Sewing i in the 

world. Sentontrial. Warranted 5 years. 

ARS =e Werates Catalogue and forester 
WILSON 8 













anted.9 THE 
Als cnn © co., Chicago or New York. 


6. DRESS REFORM, | 6 


nion Undergarments.'., "E. 14th 


Vest and Drawers in One. 
EOvTPoTsR, 


Made in all weights 
of Merino and Cash- 
mere; Chemilettes, 
Princ ess Skirts 
Equipoise , Emane 
vation, Dress Re 
form and Comfort 
Waists. Corded 
W aistsasvecial- 
ty. Shoulder Brace 
und Corset combin- 
We ed. Shoulder Braces, 
AN | Abdominal Sup 
orters, Obstetric 
Bandages, Shoulder 
Price, 3%. 25, Stocking Supporters, Sanitary 
Napkins, etc. Custom work promptly attended to. 
New I[LLusTRaTED CATALOGUE FREE. 


MRS. A. FLETCHER, 
___@ East 14th St., New York. 


GRIND YOUR OWN BONE, 
Mea! and Oyster Shells in the Frank 
Wilson Pat. $5 Hand Mill. Also 
wrinds corn and cob. I}lustrated Cir 
culars and Testimonials sent on ap. 
lication. Also Power Mills. Ad 
ess WILSON BROS., Easton, Pa- 
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NEW FINE WINTER TEXTURES!! 


FOR LADIES. 


Seal Skin Cloths. 
Astrakans. 


Dress Cloths: 
Brocaded Cloakings. 


Largest stock at retail. 
English Stockinette Beavers (56 inches wide), $4.00. 








London Suitings. 
Scotch Tweeds. 


Fur Back Beavers. 
Velveteens. 





English Stripes. 


Fine Overcoatings. . 


FOR CENTLEMEN. 


Corkscrew Coatings. 
New Trouserings. 


Finest assortments. 


Boys’ Cassimeres at exceptionally low prices. 


MAIL ORDERS HAVE CAREFUL ATTENTION. 


SNODGRASS, MURRAY, & CO. 


MARKET AND NINTH STREETS, 


CLOTHS—RETAIL. 


Ss. S. 
SUPTS. 


Send Your Names 
and Addresses fora 





____ PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 


FREE SAMPLE *-: 


OF THE COLORED DESIGNS, 


The best International Lesson Illustra- 


tions Published. 





ENDORSED BY 


Go, Ww. Band Bev. sow. B.S. Palmer, M. Palmer et, gon Potts 


Hon. F. eee, 


Rev. J. H. Vincent, B. F. Jacobs, E. tay Porter, Philip Gillett, Rev. J.A.Worden, Rev. H.L. iebani| ROV. LITHOCRAPH CO. 
Rev. D. H. McVicar, I 


PROVIDENCE, R. |. 








GENTS WANTED, PriymovutTH Lap Boarp. 
T. E. CHASE & Co., 126 Water St., Boston, Mass. 


A BOOM IN CANVASSING. TERMS 





FREE, James H. EaRLE,Boston, 


NOOK Agents Wanted. American Publishing Co. 
1D" Hartford, Chicago, Cincinnati, or St. Louis, 


IT PAY to sell our Rubber Printing! Stamps. ~ Sam- 
ples f free. J.M. , Mitten & Co., Cleveland, ¢ oO. 

HE BEST Bible Commentary is sold by 8. 8. 
Scranton & Co., Hartford, Conn, Agents wanted. 


4 GENTS WANTED for the Best and Fastest- 
selling Pictorial Books and Bibles. Prices reduced 
33 per cent. NATIONAL PUBLISHING Co., Phila., Pa. 


AGENTS WANTED for our new Religious book 


the greatest success of the 
. year. Send for illustrated circular if you want to make 
money. FORSHEE & McMAKIN, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


ALOGUE oF BEST BOOKS ror AGENTS 
sent free, minty Mother, Home, and 
Heaven, $2.75. Pleases everybody. 126,000 

sold. $150 monthly. E. B.TREatT, Publisher, New York. 

AGENTS | are offered 50 per cent. discount to sell 

Moore’s Universal Assistant. Sure sale 
for this book ray by pages; 500 illustrations, 


2 agent made $137. days. For full particulars, 
dress J. 8. Ogiivice Co, Publishers, 31 Rose St., N.Y. 


Fine Business Opportunity Fo; reliable, cner- 


tic men to intro- 
a net zee Arnold Automatic Steam er.” isa 
bance. Send for particularsat once. WILMOT 


CASTLE & CO., as MO OreT, New York. 5 
"Foe eee eee ai and | Labors, 
of C. A, |. Spurgeon, REIS 


the centu By Geo 

ist. Endorsed y all denominations. The best 

Selling Family book ever published. 

are meeting with wonderful success. 

competition, Any man or woman wanting 

@ good ess, address, for extra 
territory. 


terms and special 
I have a NEW, RICH, and RARE work, never before 
equaled attractions and value to all c Over 2000 


lasses, 
flustrations, 1100 ng aetaction by Bish Simp- 
at work 


Heges and Spec! 
A og —— 


Thre 

WANTED. is full 

features. been ex- 

pended in & reparasions and there 
isno ascompetition on it. $1000 $3000 a year for 
afew more first clase men. A valuable porn free. The 
finest Prospectus ever made, sent genuine agents for examina- 
tion, Address WZ, H. THOMPSON, an 

404 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

a8aF"( This will appear but once.) ca 


ON A MEXICAN MUSTANG, 


Editors, is a racy, sparkling, histor’. 
illustrated. Delicious humor —— 
pbs everyw ere. Thereisalaugh on every 

The most entertaining book extant, selling by t 
thousands. ‘Everybody wants it. One Agent Gold 


105 in 10 da 
in every township. Terms 


Ag ents Wanted liberal. Address, 


‘8S. S. SCRANTON & CO., Hartford, Conn. 
eS ee 


WORDS THAT BURN 


Or TR ND LIFE. [ew Book.] Gem of 
| om Bick re Thoughts and Choicest Seiections 
from the World’s Best Agshore, —- Scapnica 
sketches of over 1100 of the authors by REV. 8. P. 
LINN. LytTRODUCTION by Prof. E. D. Nomar, D. D. 
Over 900 PAGES. Profusely Illustrated with fine 
Steel, Lithograph and Wood En. ngs. Intelli- 
ae energetic persons wanted as Agents. 
circulars and terms address, 
& Co., 


































J.H. CHAMBERS 
St. Louis, Mo., Chicago, Ill., or Atlanta, Ga. 
WE WANT 10 on BOOK AGENTS 





OUR FAMOUS ; WOMEN 


Tender Pathows reine. it Cerne a = “Saat completed kh. Stuart” iby Be of of 
greatest livi uthor ay a 
Harriet , 1%. LH na owe, Rose Torry Coo 


. - Ministers say “God 
of thousands are waiting for it, and Agents 
ne > Positi st chance to make 

ofued Send for Circulars, Extra 7 
D. WORTHINGTON & co., 


speed #2.” T 
vell 20 to 20 3 
a Dv 





Neo. 2. 


THE KEY 


TO A 
PROFITABLE OCCUPATION. 
Just Ready, P™enared by ten 


sells on sight toall. “ More valu- 
able and real information con- 
tained in its pages (224) than in 
other books fen times itssize and 

it. Extraordinary Induce- 
ments are offered capable agents 
to handle this work and our 
bom yd goods. Re ie tka for cloth-bound sample 


sella he 
n R. L- WATKINS, Dr Drawer 3i 317, Prospect, Ohio. 














LADIES WINTER COATS AND DOLMANS, 


We take especial pride and pleasure in calling attention to our stock of these 


goods. It surpasses all we have offered in the past, and we have good reason to 
believe is not equalled in America. The garments are all manufactured expressly 
for us, in the most careful manner, from the latest styles, which are in most cases 
confined to us alone. 
j This stock is now on exhibition and sale. The prices will be found sur- 
prisingly moderate. 
We also show a wonderful line of 


MISSES’ and CHILDREN’S COATS, 
all made in the highest style of the art by the same Foreign makers, 
be surpassed for style, fit ard carefullness of manufacture. 
Garments sent by express, with privilege of examination. 


STRAWBRIDCE & CLOTHIER, 
Pore Street, hoe oe Street, Filbert Street, Philadelphia. 


and not to 





eS 


J. B. WATKINS & CO., 


AN BUSINESS IN 1870. INCORPORATED IN 1003 


K Capital, $750,000. 


FARM MORTGAGES 


.e) 


pP* 
+ 
4 
a 








Guaranteec 


nl 86> Payments of Interest Prompt as Government 
m™ Bonds by half-yearly Coupons payabie at 
— 


National Bank of Commerce in New York. 


10 Years Business Report. 


The number of mortgages negotiated from Oct. 1873, to Oct. 13, 8,148. 


Interest 





Aggregate amount, . - - - $5,049,708 
Tota! amount of interest earned and paid on the day it matured, - $1,594,500 
Number of mortgages matured, 1,663. 
Aggregate amount, . - . - $833,600 
nu Ali duly paid—no loss or arrears. 
u Amount of interest earned and paid by these matired arertgages in 
Five years, $416,800 
All paid on presentation of Coupons at Bank. 
Tota! amount of interest and principal paid at maturity, - $2,428.100 
Number of Investors In these mortgages, 1200, each one can testify that all 
our representations have been fulfilled to the letter. 
You may not see this advertisement again ; therefore, cut it out and send now for 
"i information, forms and testimonials and have them when needed. Address 
= The J. B. Watkins Land Mortgage Co., 
LAWRENCE, FAW 
Or HENRY DICKINSON, New York Manager, 243 Broadway. 
si: 52525¢ 














ane Patent_Reflecters give the Powerful, the Seftes 
ee and the Best Light for coe hes, Stores, Show Windows, 


~ Ae, 


Parlors, Banks, Offices, PicturejGalleries, Theatres, Depots, etc. New and ele- 
gant designs. Send size of soom. Get circular and estimate. A liberal discount 
L P. FRINK. 551 Peari Street, N. ¥- 


me | WANTED: 


a> The Creat ChurchLICHT. x Shae 


te churches and the trade. 





The BIBLE SIMPLIFIED 


—y By one ublishing house of 15 yrs. 
, for YOUNG and OLD—The 


d extensive manu- 


“ Story of the Bible.” 704 pages, facturing facilities, 10 or 12 
216 illustrations. Sales, 130,000 
les. Reprints omting ia wong SUCCESSFUL BOOK S 


and Canada. , Publi 

118 South Seventh Bt, , Philadelphia, a ming others. Posi- 
tions worth $ s1, @ year to efficient 
men. For ful particulars address, ng fully ae 
experience and success, Lock Box 1858, Phils P.O. 


END TO B. C. SWAN, 


gapable o of hiri and t 








BY M ATL.—Full se “4 of sample S REE.F 
Half ee usual pr 


WRITING 
_PAPER sit? 





» & Gi. AY, , Stationers, 244 5.2 a. ST. 
184 Devonshire St., Boston. for information regarding thurct 4 i: urni 
» Ee ward’ s communion wine, unferme Saad Price 

educed, Address J, P. Hayward, 7, Mass.- 


Phila. 


‘\ 


ire 
ire, 








Use Esterbrook’s Steel Pens. 





CHURCH FURNITURE. 


This set, 6 pleces complete, $75. Photographs of our 
fall line sent by mail, free, if applied for. 


PAINE’S FURNITURE CO., 


48 CANAL StT., Boston, Mass., U. 8. A. 





Established 1780. 
Catalogues furnished. 














| Wanda y-School 
BANNERS “ex. 


GOLD. 
Send to J. & R. LAMB, 59 Car- 
mine St., New Y ork, | for circular, free, by mail. 


“SEND FOR CIRCULARS OF 


HOLIDAY AND FESTIVAL 
DECORATIONS 


to G. W. KINGSLEY, Buffalo, New York, 


BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 


Be! \s of Pure Copper and Tie te ee’ 


Fire ‘4 ote FULL. b] 


VANDUZEN & TIFT. Cieeinnat. 0 
McSHANE BELL FOUNDRY 


Manufacture those celebrated Bells 
and Chimes for Churches, vowe r 
Clocks, &c.. &c. ices and cata- 
logue nt fr 





















ee. Address 
BE&Co., 


: MENEELY BELL FOUNDRY. 


a he the public since 













Favorably k 
1826. Church “Chapel, Beb: 001, Fire Alarm 
and other bells; also and Peals 


MENEELY & C9.. WEST TROY. ¥. Y. 


AGIC LANTERNS! 


Ki ANDSTEREOPTICONS 


For PUSLIC, SUNDAY SCHOOL & HOME EXHIBITIONS 


VIEWS Sic: |120 Eas: FREE 
C. T. MILLIGAN sticReEerehee 





And Stereopticons, all prices. Views illustrating every subject 
for public exhibition, ete. A PROFITABLE BUSINESS POR 4 MAN WITH 
SMALL CaPtTaL. Also, magic —— <. iwi amusement. 119- 

e illustrated catalocue mre. Livres, Manufactus: 
tog Optician, Ne. 49 Nispae Ps eu York, 
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the Nogt 
Mhegliante. 


That those who are asked to subscribe for The Sun- 
day School Times may have some idea of what they 
will gain by s6 doing, a partial announcement of the 
attractions for the new year ts is here made, 


o Soparraeet of lesson } helps will not be permit- 
ted t to drop below the h hest standard ever attained. 
The Critival Notes will befurnished, week by week, 
during the year, for the Old Testament Lessons, by 
Professor William Henry Green, of Princeton, Chair- 
man of the Old Testament Company of American 
Revisers, and for the New Testament Lessons, by 
Ex-President Theodore D. Woolsey, of Yale ¢ ‘ollege, 
ee of the New Testament Company of Ameri- 

n Revisers. Dr. Charles 8. Robinson, M. C. Hazard, 
Faith Latimer, and other familiar writers, will con- 
tinue their helpful contributions, 

In addition to these r ely aid contributors, various 
eminent writers will supply sidelight helps on special 
“ ics kindred to the Taosons, et similar to the series 

ich has been so warmly commended in the year 
sow closing. Among the articles arranged for, the 
following may be named as already secured for the 
first six months of 1884: 


By DR, T. J. CONANT, member ofthe Old Testament 
Company of American Revisers:—The Text of the 
New Testament and its Editors, 

By PROFESSOR PHILIP SCHAFF, President of the 
American Revision Committee:—The First Christian 
Council. 

By EX-PRESIDENT T. : WOOLSEY, of Yale Col- 
lege, Chairman of the w Testament Company of 

merican Revisers: rhe “Brother of our Lord, and 
the Epistie of James. 

By PROFESSOR JOHN A. BROADUS, of the Southern 
yy ptist the lpbsties Seminary :—The Relations of the 

to the Epistles. 

“yy THE ARCHBISHOP OF YORK, England :—The 
Progress of Doctrine in the New Testament. 

By BISHOP H. W. WARREN, of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church :—The Power ofthe ‘ongue. 

Py DR, HOWARD CROSBY, of New York :—Faith 
and Works: the Theology of Paul and James. 

By PROFESSOR ROBERT FLINT, of Edinburgh 
University, Scotland :—Living in the Light of God. 

By PROFESSOR MATTHEW B. RIDDLE, of the 
Hartford Theol Seminary :—The Contention 
between Paul and Barnabas. 

By DR. WILLIAM HAYES WARD, Editor of the 
Independent, New York :—Traces of Extinct Civiliza- 
tions in the Regions Traversed by Paul. 

By PROFESSOR H. DRISLER, of Columbia College: 
—Light from the Classics on Paul's Journeys. 

By PROFESSOR RICHARD C. ee, of Glasgow 
University, Scotland :—Paul as an O 

By DR. JAMES STRONG, of wg "Theological 
ms t~A Lesson from the Bereans. 

PROFESSOR GEORGE P. SCHODDE, of Capital 
avery, ‘00 mbus, Ohio:—An Old Testament 


ve oy PROFESSOR W GOODWIN, of Harvard Uni- 
versity: The Athens bes Paul's Day. 


By PROFESSOR GEORGE P. FISHER, of Yale Col- 
lege :—Culture as a Substitute for Re! igion 


By DR. A. J. GORDON, Pastor of the "Clarendon 


Street Baptist Church, Boston :—Under which King ? 
B R AUSTIN PHELPS, of Andover 
Tide beer ary :—Earnest Views of Life. 


ms PRESIDENT NOAH LORTER, of Yale College — 
© Limits of Man’s Philosophy. 
— DR. THEODORE L. GUYLER, of Brooklyn :— 
Abatinence for the Sake of Othe 
bene ARTHUR CLEVELAND COXE, of the 
iscopal Church :—The Resurrecti: n. 
ANON W. H. 7 sagt author of ne Gos- 
the Secular Cambridge, England :—The 
all of Christian f Freon 
By JUSTICE Wiliam as United States Su- 


preme Court, C.:—Obedience to 
Authority. 





In the line of practical Sunday-school articles by 
experienced workers, the following, ‘already prom- 
hy ,are but few of the many which will lappear during 

e year: 


ake JOHN H. veer :—How a Teacher can 
elp from the Assem 

By DR, J. A. WORDEN : ede to Arrange for a 
Local Normal Class. 

pale OR. . ¥, Les: —The Superintendent Pre- 

Teachers'- Meeting. 
fev. SCHAUFFLER: —The Superintendent 
Lan AS hers’-Meett: ng. a 
abr, R. R. BURNHA ~The | Superintendent in the 
Exercises of his Sch: 


es JOHN B. Smith —The Superintendent's Ques- 
tions from the 


By REV. T. c. m BOYKIN ~The Teacher’s Work in 
School and Out. 

By M, C. HAZARD ;—-Linking the Lessons in Class 

By B. F. JACOBS :—Using the Bible in Class Teach- 


REV. THOMAS K. BEECHER :—How to Question 
e Class, Iustrated b y a Specimen Lesson. 


"ar W. M,. PATTON:—How to Seoure the Church 
Attendance of Scholars. 


By REV. SYLVANUS STALL :—Sunday-school Mis- 
sionary Societies. 


By R. T. BONSALL :—Hints on Reviews. 
By JOHN WANAMAKER :—Aucxiliaries of the Sun- 
day-school, 


If a club ot subscribers for your school is not 
al being arranged for, will you not take the mat- 
ter in hand? 

At its lowest club rates, $1.00 a year, The Sunday 
Bchool Times costs subscribers less thah two cents a 
we. thus giving over eight toracent. Its size 

d frequency o: issue enable it to give so large a 
“a of Dep to the study of the lessons, t! nat 
each teacher can choose for himself what is best fitted 
to his own needs and to his particular class, 

The Sun School Times is valued highly in many 

e8 as an excellent paper for the family. Besides 

caetersal which it gives bearing ‘upon Bil Bible study 
and all departments of Sunday-sc work, it hasa 
Loving A. ot general reed pane Oe ow ge of the highest order 
editorial ted, which will be found 
lay C and interesting in any home. 


a hae 


MANUFACTURED IN 


THE CREAT 
HOLIDAY CIFTS 


FIN BST 


Confections arid Chocolates | 


THE UNITED STATES 


FOR CHOICE PRESENTS, 
TOGETHER WITH A BRILLIANT IMPORTATION OF 


RICH FANCY BOXES. 


STEPHEN F. WHITMAN & SONS, 
S. W. Cor. 12th and Market Streets. 





A Full Line of Sunday- school Mixtures. 





Mil ie rN : : 
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| DRY GOODS. | 
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pencils BY PROXY. 


The mail order department at Sharpless & Sons’ 
is perfect in its most minute details,and through 
its systematic workings, shopping by mail is ren- 
dered easier, and is often more satisfactorily done 
than in person. The articles ordered are selected 
) by experts whe have thorough knowledge of their 

business, and faith/ully obey their letter of in- 
structions, or if the matter is left to their yudg- 
ment, will display taste and skill in the choice of 
Sabrics and garnishings. 

Letters of inquiry are promptly responded to, 
catalogues, price lists and samples sent, estimates 
given for Bridal Trousseaux, Mourning and 

Travelling Outfits, School Girls’ and Infants’ 
Wardrobes, and also Upholstery Furnishings for 
rooms and houses. All orders filled with care 
and dispatch. Address, 


SHARPLESS & SONS, 
801, 803, 805 and 807 Chestnut Street, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


i+ Yous Want 


ORe Beautifur and com- 
pfete Rew Gatafogue °F 
Gat Haff GfotRing an 
SurnioGing Goods for Men 
ana Boye, oend a podtaf 
cara request fo fo 





























anamaker & Brown 


Sixth & Market Sts., Philadelphia. 








This Saw is very much harder than a file, and will 
cut Iron and § almost as readily as wood. One 
saw will cut off a bar of half-inch round iron eighty 
times, or a bar of untempered steel forty times. It 
cuts ten times as fast as a file, and at one-tenth the 
cost. As it cuts everything, it will do most of the 
sawing required about a house, shop or farm. 

The Frame is made of Steel, polished and Nickel 
| Plated, and will face the saw in four different direc- 
tions. Frame and 12 Saws sent by mail on receipt of 
$1.50. Hardware dealers will furnish them at the 
same price. All genuine goods are marked with a 
Star, and bear our name— 


Millers Falls Co., 


74 Chambers St., New York. 
“THE qt 1s in ES me 














oventeek e Vision Sanae for the okadll cob => _ Ss te 2 
JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, wus, EN S instr 
725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. + ye NES st 





WE FEEL SURE 


That every reader of this will 
find it a great advantage to 
deal with us for what may be 
needed in the way of the Best 
Clothing. We lay great stress 
on these three points: 
ELEGANCE OF PATTERNS. 
EXCELLENCE OF WORKMAN- 
SHIP. 
MODERATION IN PRICES. 
Our stock of Men’s and Boys’ 
Clothing is unrivaled for ex- 
tent and completeness. Do us 
the favor of looking through 
it. Or we shall be pleased to 
send samples, and every need- 
ful direction, to any address, 
JACOB REED’S SONS, 
Leading and Oldest Clothiers, 
920 and 922 Chestnut Street. 
Established 1824, Trade dol- 
lars taken at par. 





“* Neighboring Pews,” 
the new Rogers Group, and 
all theothersin stock. Cata- 
logues on application. 
“The Home of Bach,” 
“ Love’s Suspense,” 
“ The Captain of the Eleven,” 
and many other beautiful 
new* engravings and etch- 
ings. Catalogues just ready. 
22rnapEl French Plate Mirrors, of 
new and original designs. New paintings at moderate 
prices, Exquisite picture frames, povel, elegant, and 
tasteful. Stained glass } pictures. New artistic bronzes, 











The Most W onderful Miniature Machine ever 
preduced, Thisisa perfect Electric Engine with 
cell battery and motor complete, all ready to run, and 
it is one of the most interesting pieces of machinery 
imaginable. With each one goes enough chemicals for 
&month’suse. A boy often years can understandthe 
directionsand runit. Thereis absolutely no dan the 
chemical being harmless. Fill the cell half full ofwa- 
ter, put In the stated quan of the chemical po wart, 
and nhamoment the engine ts r 3 running, and when the 
gyrosopic discs are atta beautiful forms and colors 
are produced. Thisinstrument willentertain a horse- 
hold all winter, and do much to render the science of 
| electric power understood. These machines are im- 

ported, and could not be inade in this country for A 
price. Every one warranted a re $1.00 

| Some by ANNA 1 conte extra. THE RARRACH | 





PATENT 
OLDING CORNUCOPIA 


(TRADE MARK.) 


The most atiractive Cornucopia ever offered 
for Sunday-school Festivals and Christmas Trees. 


Handsomely illustrated. They fold flat for transpor- 
tation, and we are enabled to forward'them by mail to 
any address without damage. 

Prices, ore aid by mail. 

STYL « Ornamented in gold and colored ink, 
w ith original designs. 

‘4 pound ovcetecooangotes wee $4.50 per gross. 


‘STYLE Be “Or iginal designs, variety eolors, in 
gad two colors ink. 

pound... eocccbbcoesecnsuntocsncnccsncquncuye $3.50 per gross. 
es ° . 4, * . 

Sample half-dozen by mas ail, Et ‘pound, 2 

Orders for above goods must be acc ompanie dby P.O. 
order, P, O. note, draft or currency. 


Cerneett. & SHELTON, 


rmingham, Conn. 
ALL Rs FO DING — PAPER BOXES. 


BUY IT. FILL IT. 


aw A PAPER PAIL FOR CAN- 
4 DIES. Three sizes. Prices, 
a 2 234, and 3 cents each. Se nd 
Mijj for particulars ; or ten cents for 

i @sample by mail. 


&. $. CHRISTMAS MUSIC, 


HOLIDAY BOOKS 
aT Halhi-Price. 
Send for our 


Xmas BULLETIN, 


and list ‘of SUNDA Y-SCHOOL CARDS; 
or poor and examine our stock. 


O00 DENOUGH and WOGLOM, 
122 Nassau Be "a floor), N. Y. Mention this paper. 


CANDY «= 


Y And Candy Boxes 
F 
Hundreds of churches annually suppl Choice 


or Sunday-s -schools. 
ed. 
mixtures, guaranteee pure and fresh, at 16, 18 and 23 
und. Samples of either kind by mail, in tin 
boxes, for 20 cts. We have had manufactured spe- 
cially for. the Sunday-school trade, a new 3s-pound 
romo Satchel Box, tape handle, printed in 12 differ- 
He ——- in bright colors. Sample by mail, 5 cts.; 
” Je hundred. Send for price list. CROFT, 
vat BUR & CO., 1226 “larket St., Phila. 


CANDIES! 


CHRISTMAS . CANDIES a ihe 
for Sunday-schools. Samples now ready. 
GEO. MILLER & SON, 
610 Market St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Wholesale and Retail. 


s ISTMAS DECORATIONS 


Aiphabete Seis letters for cutting up to 
make suitable sentences, texts, etc. g Red, eight 
inches high, five alphabets, 30c.; blue, six inches 
high, five alphabets, 2oc.; green, four inches 
high, five alphabets, 20c.; five each, 70c. Gilt 
Stars, 3% ioches, 100 for 25e. Paper Chains. 
Glazed paper, assorte! colors, in strips % of an inch wide, 5% 
long, c. per chains; 600 strips, assorted, enough for 140 feet, 
= old and Silver Paper, four sheets assorted for 25c. 
By inches, lic. per dozen; 11 inches, 30°. per dozen. 
— Lanterns, fancy colored paper, bucket shape. small 
size, Se each; large size, 12c. each. Piece, 
size 3x4 fact, Sartetmes Bell and Holly, in cologs, with motto ; 
i n the highest, on earth peace, will toward 
Fria, Ae. ‘all p a catalogue free. 
DavID GC. COOK, 464 


























Tilustra 
ms St., Chicago. 








SEND POSTAL TO THE 


COLUMBUS BUGGY C0, 
COLUMBUS, ott 


When handsomely illustrated saiphabiy and 
prices, with name of dealer nearest to inquirer, 
will be sent free. Our rehities are strictly 
first class, and are sold by dealers in almost 
every town and city in the United States. 


RIGGS & BROTHER. 





y aw aS | WANT. 


Reet: PEA, Be, SES 
SHORT-HAND MACHINE 


STENOGRAPH 


Superior to ee 9 Gye every way. 
acuracy; . Bee, Learned in phe | 
eh ti oo wt bse aenes. $4C 


"U. S. STENOGRAPH { co., St. Li Louis, Mg 























RGINIA FARMS & UL 


yar er Fr 
C wha a tees REAL ESTATE 2 JOU se 
RE. B. CHAFFIN & 00. Richmond, Virghis 


LAND LO ANS netting investors § per 

cent. Principal and in- 

guaran waranty based on capital or 

$75,000. Refer to any commercial agency. mad for 
circulars. Texas Loan Agency, Corsicana, Texas. 





‘ th I fA , 
SAVE 0 ONE-HALF *'s ovens nal oowt of ACCIDENT 


Member of the 1) nied ponte Mautaal aatdene 


| Association, 320 and 3:22 Broapway, New York. 


OP» S60 Fimert Street, Fi ee | | INSURE 1.7 EE% TRAVELERS of Hart 





— Pie Sunday School Times intends 


to admit only advertisemen’ tare trustworthy. Should, however, an advertisement of # party 101 in good standing be inadvertently inser 
ae —— they lose thereby. vad _ 


y that 





